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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


ARAB LEAGUE'S KLIBI INTERVIEWED ON FES SUMMIT 
PM121005 London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic 9-15 Oct 82 pp 19-21 


[Arab League Secretary General Chedli Klibi interview with ‘Abd al-Latif al- 
Furati in Tunis--date not given] ; 


[Excerpt] [Question] The Fes summit has become like a mile-stone in the 
history of Arab stands. Why so? Is it because it ruled out the military 
option with Israel or because for the first time in a long time it came out 
with a united Arab stand? 


[Answer] The latter explanation is the correct one and the closer to reality, 
because in fact the military option has not been finally ruled out since the 
political option cannot be credible wless it is coupled with a military op- 
tion. If the political option is not backed by the ability to resort to force, 
then the enemy will consider it weakness and surrender. This was what Presi- 
dent Al-Sadat did, and he was forced to give everything in return for nothing. 
The solution unanimously agreed at the Fes summit was to resort to the poli- 
tical option combined with theneed to build an Arab deterrent force. What 
was agreed in Fes was that the path that could enable the Palestinians to ob- 
tain a homeland and an independent state is that of international legality and 
of work to impose that legality with the help of the influential countries in 
the international arenas. Foremost among these countries is the United States, 
which supports Israel materially, politically, militarily and economically. 
Israel wovld not have been able to do what it has done had it not been for 

U.S. protection. So for the first time the Arab states have unanimously agreed 
on a comprehensive Arab strategy for the Middle East. In fact our countries 
have long called for such a strategy but have never agreed on the series of 
options of which such a strategy should consist... At the Amman summit we were 
about to reach such an agreement, but what happened there prevented the achieve- 
ment of this objective. In the first phase of the Fes summit too our coun- 
tries were unable to come out with a specific plan. You will recall that all 
the political commentators at the time spoke about the failure of the Fes sum- 
mit. Iwas almost alone in saying that the Fes summit did not fail and that 

it forged a new path. In view of the difficulty and complexity of that path 

it will not lead to ravid results, because our countries need more time to 
absorb the ideas that were presented. This is what I have always said to poli- 
ticians and media men, but my words have been taken with some skepticism. We 
felt at the first Fes summit that this was the first time that the pussibility 
of a political solution had been discussed and that everybody had agreed to 











discuss and probe into it, whereas previously it was customary to reject such 
topics, exclude them from discussion and not consider them. This was the major 
development that occurred at the Fes conference. Previously our countries 

used to exclusively discuss the need for military action, but in the absence 

of a capability for military confrontation this becomes mere verbiage. The 
first phase of the Fes summit was very important in preparing people's minds 
for the revolutionary solution that the second Fes cummit reached, which com- 
bines both the political and the military options. 


No non-Arab country supports us in themilitary option alone, and a political 
option alone with a military option, is weakness and surrender. So there was 
a need to build a strategy combining the political and military options. The 
political option has become possible and useful today because all countries, 
including the United States, recognize the legitimate Palestinian rights--a 
term which we find in U.S. Secretary of State George Shultz’ statements and 
President Reagan's statements. But if we offered the political option alone, 
the enemy would regard it as weakness and surrender and there would be nothing 
to deter him from continuing with the policy of violence. So in Arab strat- 
egy includes encouragement, which is the political option enabling the Pales- 
tinians to have a homeland and an independent states, and intimidation, which 
is the military option that always stands. Military option does not mean that 
the Arab countries can defeat Israel. The present strategic balance is in 
Israel's favor. But what we should do is to attain the capability to fight 
Israel so that we can inflict heavy losses on it and so that the military 
option becomes a deterrent to Israel. 


So the combination of encouragement with intimidation is the new element pro- 
duced by the Fes summit. Therefore, it can be said that the Arab peace plan 
is not ignominious for the Arab countries. 


[Question] In the light of this comprehensive appraisal, what is your opinion 
as to the influence that the Fes summit will have on the future? 


[Answer] We believe that the change that took place is historical and revolu- 
tionary. There is no doubt that it caused a shock on the international level. 
It will be recalled that most observers iiad doubts about the second Fes sum- 
mit: Some of them expected it to fail. Thank God, the summit was able to 
overcome all the obstacles it met, thanks to the positive attitude of all the 
participants and the feeling that we were at a very important historical junc- 
ture when the opportunity should be seized and not missed, particularly in 
view of what President Reagan said regarding a peaceful solution in the Mid- 
dle East. We frankly say that what was said in Reagan's initiative does not 
respond to Arab wishes or Palestinian rights, but it represents a new tone. Our 
countries felt that the opportunity must be seized in order to develop this 
U.S. stand and try to bring it gradually closer to the Arab stands. The Fes 
summit had a great influence on the international level. In the European 
countries, the United States and the Soviet Union we heard positive comment 
about the Arab plan which the Fes summit adopted. This constituted a great 
pressure on Israel, which sought to sabotage the plan because of this and 

tried to cause its failure by what it did in Lebanon--killing President-elect 
Bashir al-Jumayyil once it realized that he would not be an obedient tool in 











its hands. It then used Bashir al-Jumayyil's death as an excuse to enter west 
Beirut and to carry out what Sharon called "mopping up terrorist hideouts" 
and terrorize the Palestinians in Sabra and Shatila camps so as to force them 
to leave. But Israel's most important objective was to make the Arab coun- 
tries depart from their Fes summit stand and provoke Syria into confronting 
that stand, so that Arab ranks would again be split and the situation would 
return to what it used to be. This was what Begin wanted but did not get. 


CSO: 4500/14 











INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


PALESTINIAN-GREEK RELATIONS EXAMINED 
London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic No 136, 18-24 Sep 82 pp 19-22 
[Article by Jirad Kasturya Walis] 


[Text] Palestinian youths between 8 and 18 years of age are lined up by 
height and age. They are wearing athletic jackets with red and white kaffiyehs 
wound around their shoulders and listening to a band playing the anthem "My 
Country, My Country." 


Under the hot summer sun in a pine forest, they are all talking Palestinian 
Arabic so that someone could easily imagine he was standing in the Beirut 
"woods." But this scene is not taking place in the Beirut woods. In fact, 

it is 2,000 kilometers from Lebanon across the Mediterranean in a summer camp 
near Athens. These Palestinian youths, 151 in number, are summer guests of the 
city of Athens. They are like the 110 others who preceded them several days 
ago. After them there arrived in Pieraeus harbor a Greek tourist ship the 
ALIKYON, which made summer cruises around the Greek islands. The ship was 
carrying 300 wounded fedayeen who are to be treated in Greek hospitals and 
then stay as guests, also at the expense of the Greek Government. 


Yasir ‘Arafat wrote a letter of thanks to Prime Minister Papandreou saying: 
"We will never forget Greece's stand." Papandreou had invited ‘Arafat and 
other PLO leaders to stay in Greece if they wished. He aiso offered to send 
a Greek unit of 300 soldiers to form part of the multinational forces in 
Beirut. | 


During the Israeli invasion of Lebanon and Battle of Beirut, Papandreou and 
has government took a stand in support of the PLO against Israel. Papandreou 
himself played an important behind-the-scenes role in carrying out some parts 
of the plan of the American envoy Philip Habib that aimed at "saving" the 

PLO and its leaders from liquidation by the Israelis. He organized a blood 
donation campaign for the Palestinian Red Crescent and sent a number of doctors 
to West Beirut. Shawqi Armali, the PLO representative in Beirut, told us: | 
"The Greeks went so far as to volunteer to fight with us." When 80,000 
Athenians gathered in the athletic stadium to protest the Israeli bombardment 
of West Beirut, Armali said to them: "You are more Arab than some of the 
Arabs themselves." 3 








The invitation to hold this crowded meeting was extended by Melina Mercouri, 
the famous actress and minister of Greek culture. Greek radio and television 
broadcast the speech of the PLO representative. The stadium is located in 
the heart of Athens not far from the presidential palace. This is the place 
where Papandreous met Yasir ‘Arafat in December 1981. He landed there from 
an official helicopter belonging to the Greek Government at the start of his 
formal 3-day visit to Greece. 


Thus, Greece, a member government of NATO and of the European Common Market, 
has come to back the PLO completely. Why? Wheat is the story behind this 
Greek position? 


A Country of Political Asylum 


The Greeks did not become "more Arab than some Arabs," as Shawqi Armali said, 
nor did Greece become wholly transformed into the "Arab Republic of Greece," 
as some newspaper cartoonists pictured it when comparing Greek support for the 
Palestinians with the indifference shown by some Arab states to the Israeli 
aggression and attack on the Palestinians. However, Greek sympathy for the 
Arabs and Palestinians arises from genuine feelings, historical relations, 

and various ties between this country and the Arab World. 


During the Lebanese war in 1975 and 1976, Greece opened its doors to tens of 
thousands of Lebanese and more than 8,000 Arabs are now living in Greece, 

most of whom do not want to return to their country. Greece always grants 
political asylum to those persecuted for political reasons. Not a week goes 
by without a Turk swimming to a Greek Island and asking for asylum in Greece-- 
and getting it! Since the army seized power in Turkey, more than 300 Turks 
obtained political asylum. A military camp was set up in Laurium (Lavrion), 

a seaport situated 100 km from Athens, for the relocation of hundreds of 
refugees from the Eastern bloc (Soviet Union, Poland, Bulgaria, and other 
countries). When a Libyan pilot fled from his country in 1980 in a Mig-23 

and landed in Crete, Greece granted him political asylum despite the pressure 
from Tripoli to deliver him to the Libyan authorities. Greece's refusal to 

do so created tensions between it and Libya. Therefore, Greece's welcoming 
the Palestinians does not reflect any special relationship, rather it reflects 
the traditional Greek policy, although it became widely publicized with respect 
to the Palestinians. 


The Greeks feel the suffering of the war victims more than any other people 
because their history is a long series of similar bitter experiences. A 
quick glance at Greece's modern history immediately reveals the extent of 

the Greeks' suffering. Greece did not obtain its independence until the 19th 
century after a long and bloody war in the shadow of Ottoman rule which had 
lasted for about 800 years. Right after World War I Greece fought another war 
with Turkey. The Greeks call this war the "1922 disaster" because it resulted 
in the expulsion from Turkey of a million Greeks who had been living in Asia 
Minor for centuries. The Greek city of Smyrna (Izmir) situated on the Mediter- 
ranean was destroyed and completely burned while the fleet of the "allies" 
(Britain, France, United States) remained in the gulf indifferent to what was 
going on. The memory of these events remain fresh in the minds of the Greeks. 














Nor was this the end of the tragedy. ‘Twelve years later the Italian dictor 
Mussolini issued orders to the Italian armed forces to invade Greece. The 
Italian Army was routed and forced to retreat to Albania, but it returned with 
the Nazi German armies. The Nazi occupation of Greece lasted 4 years. When 
the American and British armies drove the Nazis out of Greece, 40 percent of 
the country had been destroyed. The termination of World War II did not mark 
the end of Greece's suffering and misery. While all Europe was celebrating 
its liberation and the work of reconstruction was getting under way, a civil 
war broke out in Greece and went on for 5 years. 


Papandreou Ends the War...in Lebanon! 


Relying on the advice of Prime Minister Winston Churchill, Britain tried to 
regain the Greek throne for King Paul who fled during World War II to Alexan- 
dria. But the guerrillas began a civil war to prevent the return of the 
monarchy. Most of them were leftists who fought with the Yugoslav leader, 
the late Tito. The monarchists ultimately won with the help of British and 
American troops. In 1949, George Papandreou, father of the present prime 
minister, reached an agreement to end the war in the summer resort of Hasrun 
in northern Lebanon where he met secretly with the rebel leaders. At the 

end of the war there wasn't asingle Greek family that had not lost one of its 
members. It is natural, therefore, for the Greeks to understand very well 
the meaning of war and the suffering it causes civilians. 


The relations between Greece and the Arab World go back to the dawn of history. 
There has been a steady outflow and exchange of inhabitants, goods, and ideas 
between the two sides. In some periods, the enemies of the Greeks were also 
the enemies of the Arabs. Students of science in the West are now able to 
study ancient Greek philosophy because Arab scientists translated and preserved 
it when Hellenic civiliations began to crumble and then disappear during Roman 
rule. 


Greek colonies flourished and increased in number among the Arabs in Alexandria, 
Latakia, Tripoli in Lebanon as well as in Tripoli in Libya. No living members 
of Greek imperialism now exist in the minds of the Arabs. In fact, the re- 
verse is true, for the memories are positive. Kavafis, the best-known modern 
Greek poet, lived in Alexandria. The Greek author Seferis, who won a Nobel 
prize for literature, is his country’s ambassador to Beirut. Greek bazouki 
music is filled with Arab melodies. There are many other examples of the close- 
ness of the Greek and Arab civilizations. 


Trade with Middle Eastern countries is nothing new for Greece. The same is 
true of the alliance between the two sides. Greece has always played the role 
of "disobedient child" for the West in matters concerning the Middle East. 
Greece is an inseparable part of the West, not of the Middle East. Greece has 
always been and always will be this way. For example, when the British, 
French, and Israeli armies attacked Egypt because "Abd al-Nasir nationalized 
the Suez Canel in 1956, the Egyptian leader found in Greece an ally of great 
value. Greece supplied Egypt witheverything from ship pilots in the Suez Canal 
to refineries and oil when the Egyptian installations were destroyed. Greek 
big businessmen like Onassis, Latsis, and Niarchos established their fame and 
reputation through their friendship with Middle Eastern states. especially 
some of the Arab Gulf states. 








A Greek university professor says in explaining this position: "It is 

not merely a matter of national interests. There is a kind of similarity of 
character and some degree of common behavior among the inhabitants of the 
Middle East. Trade is not the only reason for that because trade between 
Greece and Europe is far more extensive than that between Greece and the 
Middle East. But Greece has always looked in three directions, not one-- 
the West, the East, and the Balkans." 


This explains why Greece has not completely recognized Israel. Despite the 
fact that Greek-Israeli relations have always been excellent, they are now 

at their lowest level, especially since the invasion of Lebanon. Greece 
regularly voted for draft resolutions in support of the Arabs in the UN and 
not for those in support of Israel. Nevertheless, the Arabs have not always 
supported Greece. A Greek diplomat in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs says 

in this connection: "While most of the Arab states supported--spontaneously 
or on the advice of the PLO--Greek draft resolutions in the UN on the Cyprus 
questicn, the really important Middle Eastern state back Turkey against Greece 
on the basis of Islamic solidarity." 


Role of Papandreou's Son 


Although Greek-Arab relations date back to the dawn of history, Papandreou's 
political choices are another matter. Papandreou and his party called PASOK 
did not merely continue the traditional Greek policy in support of the Arabs, 
they aligned themselves completely with the Arabs. 


Papandreou recently announced in Athens: "We are hostile to Zionism. We 
believe the Palestinians must obtain an independent state." This announce- 
ment is clear and it leaves no room for doubt or maneuver. Papandreou has 
constantly reaffirmed this stand at every meeting of the European Common 
Market, NATO, and UN. 


To understand this position, we must return to Papandreou's past and to the 
principles on which his party was founded. Papandreou is convinced that "the 
links between the Middle East and Europe extend through Greece, the natural 
bridge between the two worlds." He also feels strong doubts about the U.S. 
and its ally Israel. Since relations between Israel and Turkey have never 
been bad, although they are cool at present, Papandreou is moving away from 
his predecessors’ stand. They believed their country "must be friendly to 
the Arabs but not hostile to Israel." 


Papandreou's father was also prime minister, but Andreas himself was considered 
an “extremist" in his country. He almost paid with his life for his views 
when a coup brought army men to power in 1967. He did not return from the 
United States to Greece until the 1950s. At first he held a government 
position and then became minister of information in one of the governments 
his father headed. His ideas immediately and violently clashed with those 

of the ruling establishment, especially the late Queen Frederica who was 
actually running the country from the royal palace. When the army men seized 
power in 1967, Papandreou and his father were thrown into prison and Andreas 
was sentenced to execution before a firing squad. His life was saved by the 
direct intervention of Lyndon Johnson who was President of the United States 








at that time. It is believed in Athens that the 1967 coup and the Turkish 
invasion of Cyprus in 1974 were carried out with American support, if 
Washington did not actually plan them. 


Papandreou once had American citizenship and served in the U.S. Navy in World 
War II. He was educated in Harvard University and married an American woman, 
and his two children are American citizens. His negative feelings for the 
U.S. are combined with personal ambition to follow in the footsteps of his 
father to the top of the power structure in Greece. This accounts for his 
hostile speeches against NATO, i.e., he believes Greece became an "American 
protectorate" since the end of the civil war between 1945 and 1949. 


A diplomat in Athens says: "There are many points of resemblance between 
Papandreou and the Turkish leader Bulent Ecevit. Both studied at Harvard, 
both are economists, and both are hostile to the United States. We must 

not forget that graduates of American universities are the most hostile to 
the United States and the most radical. Take, for example, the American 
University in Beirut. You will find that many Arabs and Palestinians hostile 
to the United States graduated from this university." 


The ruling military council in Greece decided to exile young Papandreou. He 
went first to Sweden where he began to bring together the Greeks for political 
causes in an organization formed to overthrow the ruling military council. 
The organization went so far as to call for violence. Its members created 

the PAK party, which became the nucleus of PASOK now in power in Athens. 
While in Sweden Papandreou was influenced by the European social democrats as 
well as by socialists and believers in the principle of neutralism such as 
his personal friend Olaf Palme. Both in Sweden and in Canada to which he 
later moved, Papandreou came in contact with some Arab parties and the Fatah 
Movement. This was largely responsible for the rumors circulating in Athens 
that Papandreou's party won the elections "thanks to Arab money." However, 
there was no proof that Papandreou received Arab money, despite the fact that 
his party has not revealed to date the sources of tinancing of its election 
campaign. The party enjoys solid relations with Iraq. Papandreou is also a 
personal friend of both President Saddam Husayn and Tariq ‘Aziz. Tariq was 
the first Arab official to go to Athens after the elections "to congratulate 
my friend Papandreou" on his victory and assumption of the office of prime 
minister last year. 





Palestinian Advice to the Arabs 


As for the Palestinians, there have been ties between Fatah and PASOK since 
1974. Papandreou keeps on saying: "Relations between Western Europe and the 
Middle East go through Greece." Before the elections Papandreou promised 
that if he won, he would immediately grant full diplomatic recognition to the 
PLO. 


The fact is the first thing Papandreou did in the field of foreign policy was 
to grant full recognition to the PLO office in Athens. The PLO failed to 
persuade the previous Greek governments of raise the degree of representation 
of the office. However, this office has now become equal to the Israeli dip- 
lomatic mission in Athens. It is directed by the lawyer Shawqi Armali, a 
distinguished Palestinian. 














Informed sources in Athens told AL-MAJALLAH that since October 1981 Greece 

has espoused the Palestinian cause at various forums and international meetings 
while the PLO for its part "recommends 'special' treatment of Greece by the 
Arab states." For example, the PLO advised Arab banks to increase their 
deposits in Greece which is now facing an economic crisis. Large numbers of 
Arab students go to Athens for their higher education. On the other hand, 
Kuwait and Iraq are studying possible joint projects with Greece. Algeria 
offered construction contracts to Greek companies after Papandreou visited 

the country in May 1982. An Arab diplomat in Athens says: "Greece is now 
treated as though it were the Arabs' best friend in Europe." 


When the Israeli invasion of Lebanon began, Papandreou kept "his promise to 
defend the Arab cause at European Common Market and NATO meetings." At the 
NATO summit meeting held last May, Papandreou harshly criticized Israel, 
saying its behavior is like the Nazis' behavior. West German Chancellor 
Helmut Schmidt angrily replied: "We don't want to listen to such things 
here."' Nevertheless, Papandreou repeated these statements in Athens. 


The policy of Papandreou's party in support of the Palestinians naturally 
elicited reactions in Greek political circles, especially those backing 

Israel. Greek President Constantine Karamanlis more than once neutralized 
some of the actions and steps taken in support of the Arabs by Papandreou. 

The republican palace in Greece functions as an "arbitrator" in Greek politics. 
Karamanlis is regarded in Greece as "the founding father of the modern nation" 
somewhat like De Gualle in France. He represents some form of limitation on 


Papandreou's freedom to maneuver. 
PLO Leaders in Greece? 


Last May Karamanlis intervened for the first time in Greece policy toward the 
Middle East. This was when hé announced that he disagreed with the visit of 
Libyan President Mu'ammar Qadhdhafi to Athens. Karamanlis refused to send 
Colonel Qadhdhafi an invitation in accordance with protocol. Qadhdhafi 

is a’head of state and an invitation must be sent him from the host head of 
state and not from Prime Minister Papandreou.. Karamanlis' refusal was due 
to his unwillingness for Greece to appear in the Middle East as a “radical 
state" since Qadhdhafi would become the third prominent Arab to visit Greece 
after Tariq 'Aziz and Yasir ‘Arafat. Karamanlis also believes Greece should 
follow the same policy toward the Middle East as the other members of the 
European Common Market. 


Greek press coverage of the Israeli invasion of Lebanon upset the Greek 
Jewish colony because the Greek media confused "Israelis" with "Jews." 
Accordingly, on the advice of Karamanlis, Papandreou met with the local 
Jewish leaders and told them "there is no anti-Semitic feeling in Greece." 
This meeting took place after a series of explosions in the country. One 
of them occurred in a synagogue while most of the other bombs were aimed at 
the American embassy or American military vehicles and at some offices of 
American companies. 


Karamanlis intervened more directly when Papandreou invited the PLO leaders 
to stay in Greece. He told Papandreou he opposed their presence in Greece 
because he feared it would result in "the international terrorists "who had 
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lived in Beirut" coming to Athens. Papandreou's party was forced to abandon 
the idea, so it announced it would welcome the PLO "fcr as long as circum- 
stances required but (only) for a short time." The party also announced the 
fedayeen could not come to Athens as fedayeen." 


The conservative members of Parliament too opposed the idea of the PLO leaders 
staying in Greece. Among them was Evangelos Averof, leader of the rightist 
opposition New Democracy Party, who had once been minister of defense. He 
announced his opposition to the idea in a number of public statements. 


Averof's remarks were protested in Athens by Shawqi Armali, the PLO representa- 
tive. Averof regarded these protests as unacceptable and complained about 

them to both PASOK and President Karamanlis. The complaint resulted in the 

P'0 representative's being summoned to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 
Athens where he was requested to make no statements or take any actions that 
"could be construed as interference in the internal affairs of Greece." 


Well-informed sources in Athens disclosed to AL-MAJALLAH that about 100 
Palestinian fedayeen had come to Greece secretly before "Arafat did and that 
they stayed there for a while, but their presence has been carefully concealed. 
They are probably awaiting "a suitable time for leaving Athens for an Arab 
country." 


Greece will witness events of vital importance in the near future, e.g., nego- 
tiations with the United States on the four American bases in the country, 
Greece's future in NATO, and the equipping of Greece with modern aircraft, 
possibly including very advanced fighter planes like the F-16 and F-18 and 
even AWACs. Moreover, Greece does not want to go too far in one direction 
because it is close to settling these matters with the United States after a 
period of 10 months in which the relations were characterized as lukewarm in > 
view of PASOK's hostile statements against the U.S. and NATO. 


A source close to the Greek president told us: "There are certain aspects 

of Greek policy that everyone must be aware of. The West understands that 

an issue affects Greece's interests when it is connected with the Middle 

East. But the others must also understand that Greece is not a part of the 
Middle East, that Greece is a European country and a Western one when an issue 
is connected with the national defense and military alliances." 


A Role with Habib 


AL-MAJALLAH learned from well-informed sources in Athens that Greece, and 
specially Prime Minister Papandreou, secretly played an important role in 
assisting Philip Habib in his special mission in Lebanon. Greece undertook 
this role with the approval of Habib and ‘Arafat and at their request. ‘Arafat 
had requested through Faruq al-Qaddumi (Abu al-Lutf), chief of the political 
department of the PLO, that Greece take part in the multinational force that 
was to supervise the departure of the Palestinians from West Beirut, but 
Israel objected to Greek troops joining this force on the grounds that the 
Greek stand "is not netural." President Karamanlis also objected to the idea. 
A Greek official told AL-MAJALLAH: "We are not prepared to send 300 soldiers, 
then 300 more, to Lebanon in rotation." 
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The Greeks are concentrating on maintaining regular contact with the French 
and Cyprian governments to facilitate the use of the Larnaca airport and 
harbor in evacuating the Palestinians. Throughout the invesion of Lebanon, 
the American Government and Habib himself were in constant touch with the 
Greek Government, which also undertook to deliver communications to Faruq al- 
Qaddumi and pass on some of his thoughts to the Americans. Al-Qaddumi visited 
Athens three times during the Battle of Beirut to have talks with Papandreou. 
At the request of the PLO and Philip Habib, Greek ships were made available 

to carry out the evacuation of the Palestinians. Greece also sent 25 army 
officers to see to it that neutrality was maintained in embarcation and dis- 
embarcation from the ships between Beirut and Larnaca. In addition, Habib 
made extensive use of Athens as "the regional operations center." A represen- 
tative of AL-MAJALLAH met by chance the two pilots of Habib's plane near the 
American Hellenicon Air Base in Athens. This shows the extent to which Greece 
was used in the crisis. The pilots told AL-MAJALLAH's representative: 
"Several weeks ago Philip Habib asked us to fly him to Lebanon. We were hop- 
ing to return to the United States within a few days, but he stayed in Beirut 
a long time." 
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ALGERIA 


ALGERIA-FRANCE COOPERATION INCREASED 

Bouhara Received by Mauroy 
Algiers EL-MOUDJAHID in French 15 Sep 82 pl 
[Article by R.N.: "The Field ‘of Cooperation Is Expanded" ] 


[Text] Mr Abderrezak Bouhara, member of the Central Committee and minister of 
health, concluded his visit to France yesterday afternoon with the signing in 
Paris of an official transcript of discussions, which took place in the pre- 
sence of Mr Claude Cheysson, minister of foreign affairs, Mr Jean-Pierre Cot, 
minister of cooperation and development, and Mr Djamel Houhou, Algerian ambas- 
sador to France. Mr Jack Ralite, French minister of health, noted that this 
official transcript, which follows that of Algiers, increases the willingness 
of both parties to cooperate. Mr Ralite did not rule out the idea of French 
industrialists contributing to the establishment of pharmaceutical manufactur- 
ing companies, with the intention of both countries capturing markets. Mr 
Bouhara, who stressed the necessity of "a balanced cooperation, mutually profit- 
able, conforming to the new spirit that prevails in relations between the two 
countries," believed the time had come to give this cooperation a form and 
means better suited to its specific mission within the framework of the overall 
cooperation between the two countries." This will certainly not fail to widen 
perspectives on exchanges that, in the interest of both parties, can only in- 
tensify, considering the existing interdependencies,. 


It's to be noted that Mr Bouhara was received by the French prime minister, 
Pierre Mauroy. The discussion, which was described as fruitful, dealt with the 
possibilities of increasing cooperation. 


Bouhara-Mauroy Discussions 
Algiers EL-MOUDJAHID in French 15 Sep 82 p 3 


[Text] The last day of the official visit to France of Abderrezak Bouhara, 
member of the Central Committee and minister of health, was marked, notably, by 
the discussion he had at the end of the day with Prime Minister Pierre Mauroy, 
in the presence of Jack Ralite, his counterpart, and Djamel Houhou, member of 
the Central Committee and Algerian ambassador. 
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In a statement made on leaving the hotel Matignon, Mr Bouhara indicated that 
the discussion dealt with bilateral problems and with cooperation in the area 
of health. He added that the prime minister had been informed of the conclu- 
stons drawn at the finish of discussions between the two delegations and that, 
generally, cooperation between the two countries is evolving harmoniously, on 
the basis of principles decided upon by the two heads of state. 


At the end of this discussion, which lasted an hour, the minister of health 
hosted a luncheon given by Jack Ralite and attended by Claude Cheysson, minis- 
ter of foreign affairs and Jean-Pierre Cot, minister of cooperation and devel- 
opment. 


Earlier, at the beginning of the day, Mr Bouhara visited Pierre Beregovoy, 
minister of social affairs and national solidarity. The governmental health 
programs and the means of applying social policy in both countries figured at 
the center of a discussion from which it emerged that a similar sensibility 
existed in their approach to problems in this area. 


After this meeting, the two ministerial delegations met again at the seat of 
the Ministry of Health to take part in official, recorded discussions. 

Mr Ralite emphasized the necessity of acting for the expansion of this coopera- 
tion, in the interest of both countries, at the same time emphasizing that the 
days spent in France by his Algerian counterpart will have allowed the warmth 
and dimension of Algerian-French relations to be brought out. 


Mr Bouhara echoed him, specifying that throughout his contacts, he had noted a 
willingness to give a new impetus to exchanges between Algeria and France. 


These discussions shed light on the wide possibilities offered to cooperants 
who would like to practice in Algeria in the field of public health, the issues 
of which, as Mr Bouhara indicated, are timely. 


These discussions will have helped to better discern the public health sectors 
in which cooperation between the two countries can be rapidly implemented in 
the following areas: the manufacture of medicines, professional training, the 
extension of health-care infrastructures, and technical-medical equipment. 


With respect to these objectives, the two delegations reflected on the ways 
and the means of realizing this new cooperation which the leaders of both coun- 
tries have taken upon themselves. 


On another level, the hospital visits and contacts made, as much with the 
patients as with the administrative services, will certainly have given Mr 
Bouhara the opportunity of acquiring information enabling him to better harmon- 
ize the way in which patients sent from Algeria are handled. 


The conclusions of this visit will be drawn, besides, during a statement to the 
press made by the minister. 


9825 
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EGYPT 


SUDANESE PARLIAMENTARIAN PRAISES JOINT PARLIAMENT 
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 18 Aug 82 p 6 


/Interview with Chairman of the Sudanese People's Assembly Mr 'Izz-al-Din 
al-Sayyid by Mahmud Mu'awwad: "The Nile Valley Parliament Is a Step on the 
Road to Unity"; date and place not specified/ 


[fext/ It is expected that President Husni Mubarak and Ja'far Numayri will announce 
the birth of the Nile Valley parliament next month. That will be a bridge toward 
a normal union betweer the two segments of the valley. 


There is no doubt that that is a powerful, pioneering step and will leave its 
imprint on the future and course of the whole valley, north and south. 


Therefore, the two presidents, following the formation of the Higher Integration 
Council, have been anxious to have the normal stages of integration begin with: 
the representatives of the two peoples first, then the joint committees, then 
the organs of the offices of the People's Assemblies in the two countries. Thus 
the decision may arise from the truly interested parties in the two countries. 


Therefore a conversation was held with Mr 'Izzal-Din al-Sayyid, chairman of the 
Sudanese People's Assembly, who came to Cairo to take part with Dr Sufi Abu Talib, 
chairman of the Egyptian People's Assembly, in preparing the finishing touches 

on the draft integration compact for presentation to the two presidents next 

1 September. 


I asked the chairman of the Sudanese People's Assembly, who was engaged with his 
advisors and the representatives of the Sudanese people in inspecting and study- 
ing the papers and drafts on integration and the provisions of the compact, what 
this compact would mean on behalf of the two peoples and whether it would just 
consist of resolutions and recommendations. 


[fnswer] What this compact means in the first place, most succinctly, is that it 
has become a necessity that our presence, our hopes and our independence as coun- 
tries and peoples in this region have a strategy. We have only to stress that 
this compact is not a written document but rather the nucleus of a comprehensive 
Arab union which will be able to confront international blocs and the tough 
challenges in the region. 


[Question] Today I received an invitation from Mr Abdelrahmane Bouradi, the sec- 
retary general of the Arab Parliamentary Federation, an Algerian by nationality, 
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to the federation meeting to be held the first week of September, before the con=- 
vening of the international parliamentary conference, which will be held in Rome 
the second half of this month, to discuss the issue of Arab solidarity, the 
Palestine cause and the question of Lebanon. 


I immediately sent a letter to the federation's headquarters in Damascus in which 
I gave agreement to the convening of this meeting and agreed to attend it on con- 
dition that Egypt also be invited to attend it. Along with the cable I sent the 
draft Sudanese resolution we prepared for presentation to the international par- 
liamentary conference and I asked the secretary general of the federation to put 
it in the federation's agenda if agreement was reached. This resolution condemned 
Israel and at the same time imposed a number of measures which would guarantee 
Arab solidarity in dealing with the Lebanese question and the Palestinian ques=- 
tion, in order to rectify the Arab nation's deteriorated condition in facing up 

to the harshest options in its entire future. 


[Question/ What positive role in your view can the governments play in coping 
with this deterioration and fragmentation in the Arab front? 


Mr 'Izzal-Din al-Sayyid answered immediately, saying, "There is an urgent, press= 
ing example which I consider of the utmost gravity: the barbarous, wretched war 
that Israel has waged against the Palestinian people has produced thousands of 
orphans who are the children of martyrs who have asserted to the world the true 
nature of their perseverant people and their perseverance. The young children 
of Palestine have lost their fathers and mothers." He asserted, "I sensed a 
new scheme which is aimed at liquidating the future generation of Palestinian 
people when I learnt that a number of Western European regimes have requested 
that these orphans be sent to them so they could bring them up and help them. 

I feel that Jewish organizations launched this invitation in order totally to 
eliminate these people and every seed of hope in their perseverance. 


"Therefore I, in Cairo, in the name of the Sudanese people, am directing an ap= 
peal to the Arab governments, in spite of their different views and political 
credos, to take the initiative immediately to establish an Arab social organi- 
zation to care for the Palestinian orphans who have no one to look after thea. 
I am not asking that a specific place be set aside in any Arab country; rather, 
the Palestine Liberation Organization leaders should choose it. 


"J am directing this appeal and asserting that a comprehensive resolution to 
the cause is inevitable and Israel must be prohibited from carrying out its in- 
humane objectives to eliminate a people who belong to the Arab nation. 


"It would be a disgrace for the Arabs to shrink from saving these orphans, who 
represent the remainder of an accursed people." 


[Question In your capacity as a person speaking from the pulse of the Sudanese 
people, what are the fraternal people's opinions on the great events that are 
taking place in the Arab region now and what is the solution? 


[Answer] The Sudanese people believe that a just comprehensive peace based on 
respect for oppressed peoples' rights to live in safety and security and to deter- 
mine their destiny through their own will, without pressure or interference, is 
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the optimum way to preserve harmony in the region, that military or economic at-~ 
tempts to take over, put pressure on or create justifications for depriving the 
Palestinian people of their legitimate right to life, existence and constructive 
participation in the international community are all attempts that must be re 
jected, and that we must realize ourselves, through Arab solidarity in confront- 
ing fragmentation and through independence in confronting subservience. 


What has happened in the region has confirmed to our people, and all Arab peoples, 
the role that powers alien to the area and Israel are playing and that we must be 
aware cf the lesson, stand resolutely in the face of any foreign intervention and 
strive with all our efforts to stop these massacres. 


[Question/ You have saia that there is a fact over which there is no dispute, 
which is that the problems the people of the Nile Valley are suffering from may 
primarily be ascribed to the absence of internal financing to solve them. What 
is your excellency's opinion on ways for overcoming this problem which could to 
a large extent contribute to advancing integration plans? 





[inswer/ As we are talking about this issue, Arab capital is absent from all our 
minds. It can create and carry out all the Arab people's aspirations and hopes 
for development and welfare. This does not mean that all forms of cooperation 
with non-Arabs should be closed off. There are friendly countries that offer 
financial support and abundant aid to developing countries, on a basis of common 
interests and mutual sacrifices. Here I might stress a new notion which poor 
countries must try to apply, which is popular development in its true sense, in 
the sense that the people will contribute their limited savings to establish, 
run and administer projects that can solve their daily problems, especially in 
the area of food. We want our people to learn how to rely on themselves to 
solve their problems. The initiative by Presidents Mubarak and Numayri to par- 
ticipate in the Sudanese Popular Development Bank with atoken contribution of 
1,000 pounds apiece was made on this basis, not on the basis that they are two 
presidents, but on grounds that they are citizens. 


I asked, "What about the million feddans that are to be reclaimed and newly 
planted in the Sudan? 


{Answer/ The Sudanese president has formed a national popular development com- 
mittee from which a special committee has been formed to study the reclamation 
and new planting of 1 million feddans in the Sudan. The intent is to restrict 
offers of shares for subscription and financing to Arab capital, because the 

project will basically be provided to export food to the Arab nation alone. We 
are seeking aid of popular development experts in Egypt who will contribute ex- 
pertise and studies on establishing people's development projects in the Sudan. 


I asked, "Sharm al~Shaykh will witness the first young people's parliamentary 
conference of its kind, and that will be held on liberated territories. What 

are the most important issues on which emphasis will be placed in this conference, 
which is to be held in October?" 


[Mnswer7 The problem regarding the current generation of young 
people in Egypt 
and the Sudan is that they have not been given an opportunity such as that the 
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previous generation had to mix, gut in contact with and experience specific 
stages of struggle which could anneal them in the crucible of common struggle. 
Therefore we had to give our young people a chance to participate with their 
brothers in Egypt in discussing all their affairs and putting the cornerstones 
for their future in their hands, so that there could be complete coexistence 
here and there, in the north and the south, so that we could guarantee that the 
elements for unity are made available and so that there would be a rapprochement 
among the young people of the Nile Valley. The young people must choose the is- 
sues they will discuss and must address themselves to them in order to preserve 
the unity of the people of the Nile Valley. 


11887 
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EGYPT 


WORK HABITS OF CIVIL SERVANTS DISCUSSED 
Cairo ROSE AL-YUSUF in Arabic No 2828, 23 Aug 82 pp 30-33 
[Article by Hamdi ‘Abd al-'Aziz: "A Situation in Need of Solution"] 


[Text] It is an interesting study that has come up with important conclusions. 
It takes aim at many problems of the civil service sector, from which we 

have long suffered. Voices have been raised in complaint and shouts have 

been heard calling for solutions. The issue pertains fundamentally to 
increased production as an urgent demand for achieving our aspirations. 


The study deals with work time lost in one of the central agencies. It was 
conducted by a team of Central Organization and Management Agency experts 
by studying the influences on and the changes that develop in the work and 
the obstacles that prevent the work from being performed in the best manner 
so as to create the society of all producers that we have advocated and 
continue to advocate. 


What does the study reveal and what are the explanations for these conclusions? 
What are the recommendations and observations concerning these conclusions? 
Moreover, what is the interpretation of the administrative experts and 
scientists of these conclusions and what is their viewpoint regarding 

them? 

The research team was headed by Dr Mansur Fahmi, Organization and Management 
Agency expert. The study relied on Systematic observation, the examination 
of leave records and the study of supporting data at the data center. 

No Equipment and No Places 

The study reveals that lighting, ventilation and noise levels are unsuitable 
and inconvenient. It also points out that 86 percent of the office equipment 
is unavailable, 57 percent of the work places are inconvenient and 62 percent 


of these places are not clean. 


The statistics also show that 37 percent of the employees are late for 
work, 21 percent leave work early without permission and 73 percent leave 
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their offices for other agencies for one reason or another, not to mention 
the 52 percent who leave their offices to perform official tasks. 


The figures go on to reflect the serious phenomena and maladies in the civil 
service sector. The figures show that 30 percent of the employees receive 
outside visitors for reasons that do not pertain to work, 62 percent ; 
exchange social visits at the place of work and 48 percent waste part of the 
work day in reading the daily papers. 


The conclusions also show that 61 percent of the daily work hours, amounting 
to 6 hours per worker, are lost in visits. The agency studied included 
1,284 workers, or a total of 7,704 work hours. The daily hours of oreration 
in the agency are 5 per worker, a total of 6,420 hours; 73 percent of 

these are wasted as a result of visits. 


Time lost due to late arrival for work represents 2.19 percent of the total 
daily work hours and 2.6 percent of the agency's total daily hours of 
operation. 


The loss from workers going to the consumer cooperatives is 2.36 percent 
of the agency's daily work hours are 2.8 percent of its total hours of 
operation. 


Moving on to work habits, we find that in 49 percent of the cases in all 
departments, office equipment is piled up in one room and that the 
percentage of overlapping between the subdepartments, despite the difference 
in their jurisdiction, amounts to 36 percent, whereas the rate of 
compatibility between work volume and number of workers does not exceed 61 
percent. 


The conclusions also show that in 39 percent of the cases, records do nct 
accurately reflect worker arrival and departure times. 


In most cases, there is a rate of 25 percent laxity in responding to the 
instructions of immediate superiors. The rate of laxity in performing the 
work amounts to 44 percent. 


The observations of the research team on work during the month of Ramadan 
note that work did not start before 1100 and that the consumer cooperatives 
started working at 1200 and remained open until closing time at 1400. 
Moreover, get-togethers and newspaper reading were substituted for eating 
and drinking. 


The gist is that actual daily work hours during the month of Ramadan do 
not exceed 2.5 hours. 


The general conclusion asserts that clerks rank first in exhausting all 
their regular emergency and sick leave. 
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Lost Role 


I asked Counselor ‘Adil ‘Abd al-Baqi, minister of state for administrative 
development, for his opinion regarding the study's conclusions, and he said: 
It depends on the department heads, on developments in labor laws and 
penalties, on the impact of efficiency reports on promotions and on setting 
a percentage that may not be exceeded in giving evaluations of outstanding, 
competent and average performance. This is in addition to the disbursement 
of incentive pay according to efficiency and to the firmness of the heads of 
departments. 


All this will alleviate the problem. We also hope that the media will help 
the administrative development agencies by increasing awareness among the 
workers in the various production and service areas that they are part of 
the homeland and their places of production. 


Dr. Hasan Tawfiq, chairman of the Central Organization and Management Agency, 
defined the features of the problem, saying: 


It is my position that the matter requires a new concept of personnel 
Management. The personnel affairs departments must change their ideas and 
devote attention to the employee, considering that the human element is the 
most important element in work. 


It is also necessary to disseminate and adjust training by focusing on the 
employee's behavioral patterns by implanting new values in him and by 
eliminating negative factors and corrupt values prevalent among some emp‘ syees 
who believe that such values are sound--values such as "services accoruing 

to money paid", and "government property has no owner." This is in 

addition to the individualistic approach toward work, failure to cooperate 
with colleagues and other outdated values. Then comes the technical aspect 

of performance. With training, we can transform an ordinary person into a 
different and useful individual. 


I asked Dr Hasan Tawfiq: What about discipline in the civil service sector? 


He answered seriously: Here in the agency, we say good, useful and serious 
things. But regrettably, the ministries give us no heed. The department 
head or the director himself is the one who needs to be disciplined. 


What about the training courses for the high-level administrators~——courses 
about which we hear so much? 


There actually are courses for the higher administrative levels. But these 
people say: Train the middle levels first; the middle levels say start 
with the higher administrative levels first; and so forth. 


He added that a. remedy calls for developing the methods of training, expanding 
the training concept, creating a committee emanating from the economic 
conference and having the state devote attention to raising the level of 
technical performance. 


20 











Dr Hasan Tawfiq added: Frankly, we are suffering from some officials at 
the higher administration levels, up to undersecretaries, who are afraid to 
shoulder the responsibility and who fail to penalize negligent employees. 
Such cases are referred to the minister, so that the immediate supervisor 
does not impose the penalty. These are gaps through which infiltrate 
laxity, lack of discipline, the wasting of time and the failure to perform. 


Covering the extent of the malady from which the civil service sector 
suffers, Dr Hasan Tawfiq went on to say that one of the main reasons for 

the problem is the need to investigate citizens' complaints seriously. This 
is the new role of the citizens’ service bureaus. Even though we are better 
than other countries in this regard, any citizen who needs a service or who 
has an issue to be dealt with by any agency faces an enormous problem, 
whereas the civil servant with whom the citizen deals approaches the issue 
nonchalantly. If we take into account each employee's performance rating, 
we will actually find a loss in work hours. 


As for the unsuitability of the workplace, conflicts in jurisdiction and the 
other factors revealed by the study, this is all true. But even under the 
canopy of the old regulations, we can achieve many things without overtime 
work if adequate accountability and rules organizing the work are established. 
There is no doubt that there are good and disciplined types of workers. 


Organization Is Needed 


Dr 'Adib 'Izz, president of al-Sadat Academy of Administrative Sciences, has 
a different opinion of the study's conclusions. He says: Scientifically, 
even though I admit that regular arrival at and departure from the work 
place is one of the basic manifestations of discipline at work, we cannot 
accept these statistics as representing the fact. Field statistical work 
may be governed by factors of coincidence. Therefore, we cannot cite these 
percentages as final. | 


For example, the problem of late arrival in the morning may be due to 
transportation conditions, of which we are all aware. Therefore, the govern- 
ment agencies that have their own vehicles to transport their employees show 
adherence to arrival and departure hours. 


It is my opinion that the problem is not one of the arrival of an employee or 
a worker 15 minutes late. The problem is one of attending to work regularly 
and seriously. We must not focus on appearances and neglect the essence 

of the issue. The problem of regular work hours can be solved by organizing 
transportation for the workers. There are circumstances that compel a 
person to be late for work. 


Dr 'Adil ‘Izz adds: We need numerous things in the government agencies, 
namely: Good organization, simplification of procedures and abolition of 
unnecessary procedures. At times, channels are complex. Attention must also 
be given to simplifying and reducing the number of documents. At times, we 
find that an application's pages are too long and wide for the minimal data 
they contain. 
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We must also establish a balance between the true desire to expedite the 
work and the desire to establish firm internal discipline or control. Going 
too far in the latter complicates matters. Speedy decisions and performance 
may also lead to flaws and deviation. 


Dr 'Adil 'Izz touches on another important point, namely, accumulation or 
disguised unemployment in the civil service sector. 


He says that the government is committed to appointing each year's [univer- 
sity] graduates. It is difficult to abandon this system. But with serious 
economic development, and by creating spheres of real work, we can reduce the 
government work force according to the distribution of manpower. It is 

noted that under the open-door policy, a large number of graduates no longer 
waits for a letter from the Ministry of Manpower 


Dr ‘Adil 'Izz has proposed, and I quote, that the government advance 
interest-free loans to any graduates who wish to engage in an economic 
activity. It is certain that the interst that the government would shoulder 
for these loans would be less than the cost it shoulders for disguised 
unemployment. At the outset of his appointment, the civil servant costs 

the state 500 pounds annually in insurance and other benefits. This cost 
then rises gradually. So why shouldn't we encourage youth to set up 
effective production projects. This would bolster the cooperative movement 
and inject it with some expertise. Thus, there would be an added value to 
the national economy in the form of income in place of disguised unemployment. 
The problem of disguised unemployment lies in the payment of wages for no 
real production in retvrn. This is one of the causes of inflation. These 
issues require a serious scientific and practical study. 


The problem lies in the fact that there is an abundance of unutilized 
manpower. One of the causes of "goofing off" is that there is no work for 
the employees. 


When a balance is established between the actual labor need and the existing 
labor volume, then the level of government wages may rise. At present, 

there definitely are differences between working in the government and working 
in the private sector as a result of the enormous amount of work accumulated 
in the government. We cannot tackle the problem from its tail, but rather 
must tackle it from its roots. All these issues cannot be solved cvernight. 
The matter requires a proper period of t me so that the economic and social 
planning policy can proceed hand in hand with the policy of education and 
training. Every year, we are making some progress. 


Since regaining the Sinai, we have begun the actual era of political and 
social stability that inevitably entails serious action to attaining the 
highest economic and social growth rates possible and devoting attention 
to social infrastructure projects. 











Prescription for Cure 


Speaking more seriously while defining the "prescription" for curing the 
problem Dr ‘Adil ‘Izz said: | 


Our task in the coming phase is to determine a set percentage of the gross 
national product for investment. This should not be less than 20 percent of 
the gross national product, at a minimum. This is a reasonable percentage 
on which most economists of countries in which the population growth rate 

is around three percent agree. Where the population growth rate is lower, 
this investment percentage leads to the attainment of a higher economic and 
social growth rate. 


The important point is to distribute these investments so as to achieve 

a balance between production of the commodities needed for lacal consumption 
and investment in infrastructure projects, because failure to achieve this 
balance can harm the national economy. This means that the developing 
countries must proceed in two directions insofar as their investment policy 
is concerned: The first is the direction of improving the infrastructure and 
the second is that of raising the volume of needed goods and services 
produced for society. 


We must differentiate between the agencies that have excess labor and those 
that have a shortage of labor and we must provide transitional training so 
that the drop in income levels does not continue. The issue is fundamentally 
one of supply and demand. 


I have prepared a paper on manpower planning. By a simple calculation of the 
population growth rate, we find that the population doubled over the 45 

years between 1907 and 1953. This is a high population growth rate. If we 
move to production, we find that those capable of producing range in age 

from 18 to 60 years and that according to the 1976 census, half of them are 
illiterate. I remember here a statement made by (Zinger), the prominent 
economist, who said: "The basic problem is no longer one of increasing 
wealth but of developing the ability to achieve this increase." 


With transitional training, we can prepare more than 15 million individuals 
for work. For every Egyptian worker who goes abroad, we can train five 
workers in the same field of specialization. Emigrant labor is tantamount 

to exporting a "labor service" and the yield of this export is the same as 
the yield of invisible exports. We export services as we export goods. 

But we must adopt a training policy that is capable of replacing any emigrant 
labor. 


Discussing Roots First 
An official in charge of a large sector of civil servants had to be asked 
about his personal view of the phenomenon of lost working hours. Sayyid 


al-Misri, first undersecretary of the Ministry of Supply and Internal Trade, 
said: 


23 














Basically, this phenomenon is tantamount to disguised unemployment, which 
recently has taken a new course. The various indicators must be used to 
develop the structure of Egyptian labor, both locally and at the level of 
worker emigration to the outside world, so that complete coordination 

can be established among all spheres of work in all sectors and so that 
wages are made compatible with production. 


Legally, the phenomenon of goofing off is an administrative responsibility 
and a manifestation of laxity from top to bottom. The reason for this is the 
difference in wages among the various sectors. Another aspect of the 
phenomenon stems from the policy of full employment. An important reason 

for the emergence of the problem is that some workers turn their attention 

to other kinds of work as a result of the inflationary conditions. 


Therefore, the root of the problem must be discussed, beginning with the 
specifics and requirements of work, linking wages to production, coordinating 
and streamlining the emigration of labor, enabling labor to contribute to 
developing the country and providing the opportunities for increased 
production and, consequently, enhancing the opportunities for productive work 
and rewarding yield, in addition to the wage policy. This means that there 
has to be a balance among these various sectors so that we can wipe out this 
phenomenon, especially since our resources permit the absortion of all of 

our capabilities. Whereas the production, craft and service sectors 
experience a scarcity of labor, excess labor is present in the government 
sectors. 


Sayyid al-Misri added: The problem will continue to exist because most 
government workers view their salary as a form of social security or of 
pension and not as wages in return for real work and productivity. 


The solution, according to the first undersecretary of the Ministry of 
Supply, lies in dealing with the roots of the problem and not in reiterating 
slogans or in partial solutions. 


Finally, the question persists: how do we eliminate the phenomenon of 


lost daily working hours of the civil service sector and how do we transform 
them into hours of real production? 
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EGYPT 


ISLAMIC LEADER PRESCRIBES LIMITS ON WOMEN'S WORK 
Cairo AL-LIWA' AL-ISLAMI in Arabic 12 Aug 82 p 16 


[Article: "Shaykh Kishk Talks About Working Women: Islam Allows Women To 
Work, but Under Certain Conditions"] 


[Text] AL-LIWA' AL-ISLAMI asked His Eminence 'Abd-al-Hamid Kishk about Islam's 
views on working women, especially since they face difficulties on the public 
streets and in public transportation. Has Islam made it permissable for women 
to work, and what conditions have been set forth for that? 


His eminence said: 


"There is no doubt that the holy Koran and the Sunnah of the Prophet have been 
magnanimous to every male and female Muslim and have granted each a special 
mission. 


"Almighty [God] said 'Men are the providers of women, with respect to what God 
has bestowed on some to the exclusion of others and what they have spent. ' 

He then described Muslim women, saying, ‘Proper women are submissive and keep 
hidden what God has kept hidden.' There is no doubt that women are the 
nurturers and bring forth the.coming generations, as our lord Muhammad, on 
whom be God's prayers and peace, said. Women are guardians in their husband's 
homes and they are responsible for their guardianship. As a poet said, mothers 
are a school and, if they properly prepare that school, they will prepare a 
people whose roots are deep. 


"There is not the least doubt that Islam has ordered that women be educated in 
a manner which will help them: and guide them to perform their mission in terms 
of upbringing and guidance. Here a question arises: what is the ruling on 
women working in Islamic society? 


"I say: the woman's mission in Islamic society is, as almighty God said, ‘be 
respectful in your homes.’ If there is an exception, it is in the female 
sphere. We are all in the greatest need of female doctors who can treat our 
women. We are also in the greatest need of teachers who can instruct our 
girls to avoid the dangers of mixed society. 


"Thus Islam neither forbids work nor completely permits it. Rather, it permits 
it, on condition that women commit themselves to religiously lawful dress, 
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regarding which God has said, ‘Prophet, tell your wives, your daughters and 
devout women that they should cast their outer garments over their persons...; 
for God is most forgiving and merciful.’ Islam attained its greatness by 
teaching women how to adorn themselves and by teaching them how to speak. 

It has said, 'Do not yield to statements which will turn people in whose 

heart there is sickness to lust. There is nothing amazing in that, for it 

has taught them how to walk, saying, ‘One should not strike them on their 

legs so that one can know what beauty they are hiding.’ That is God's ruling 
on women; if it is applied it will yield good, desired fruits and society will 
proceed on the noble path through the struggle of life." 
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EGYPT 


SUPPLY MINISTRY CRACKDOWN PROCEDURES REVIEWED 

Cairo AL—AHRAM in Arabic 19 Aug 82 p 3 

[article by Muhammad Taha: "Wrat Have the Supply Crackdowns Done to Prices?"/ 
[Text] What have the supply crackdowns done? 


Have they really realized their objectives? Or does the swindling resume its 
old patterns as soon as the crackdown ends, and the merchants resume speculating 
in the people's livelihood? 


This investigation is a serious attempt to evaluate the role of these supply 
crackdowns in the course of their gruelling journey through the markets, con- 
fronting the most refractory merchants who inflame prices with no justification 
and engage in all kinds of speculation that help torment the consumer. 


The supply crackdowns' success in seizing hundreds of tons of goods end commod~ 
ities and bringing thousands of people to trial will never solve the problea, 

in the view of Sa'id 'Uthman, a citizen. It is much greater than that; the 
people as a whole cannot rely on thepolice to protect them with respect to their 
food. Behind the sufferings we are experiencing every day are other major whole- 
salers, suppliers, producers and middlemen, who are always untouched by the sur- 
veillance and supply crackdowns. The overwhelming majority who are arrested and 
brought to trial, and whose goods are confiscated, are small merchants, itinerant 
vendors and people who run small shops in ordinary sections. 


Mahmud Mukhtar, an employee, said, "I myself will start with your question. There 
are police stations in most markets. What is their real job? Why are they pre- 
sent in these locations? Is their special field supply oversight or is it set~ 
tling quarrels? I have not yet penetrated to the real nature of their function, 
but I do kmow one thing: they sit in the guard posts as if they are outside the 
game, and it does not matter to them if the prices increase or drop." He gave 
as an example of that the price of cigarettes, and how their prices in the 

Bab al-Hadid area reached 60 piasters. He added that what the matter involved 
was that he saw the superintendent of police helping the owner of the kiosk sell 
at that price. He also asked that the law punishing the person committing the 
act be revived, since he was the original perpetrator, along with the worker who 
committed the violation. He said, "I challenge you to inform me that this law 
has been applied to any person committing this act." 
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All other people were unanimous in their views. The people holding the views 
demanded that scientific and economic principles be observed and that one not 
rely totally on supply crackdowns -- otherwise, no benefit would result from them 
— but rather study the state of the market, supply and demand theory, the de- 
gree to which the masses accept specific goods, increased output of these goods, 
and guidance of the consuming public. Some others stated that it was necessary 
to impose punishments on the buyers committing the violation, on grounds that 
they shared responsibility, and that the legal stipulation which provides for 
that be revived - otherwise the affluent would remain untouched by penalties and 
would not cease participating in the commission of the most flagrant crimes 
against the nation and the citizen. They warned that the role of the police and 
supply surveillance should be the least important in these elements, or there 
would be no benefit to them. 





People Responsible for the Crackdowns Have Opinions 
What, however, do the people responsible for the supply crackdowns say? 


Col Husayn ‘Abdallah, director of the Giza supply inspectorate, dealing with the 
issue in detail, states, "The establishment of the oversight and supply crackdown 
agency occurred in 1945, during World War Two, throughout the republic. It 
started with a small unit headed by an officer and a group of informants in addi- 
tion to a group of supply inspectors. They were seconded to work in the Ministry 
of Supply. The agency developed over the years, concomitant with decentralization, 
branching out into independent units in all governorates and assuming charge of 
supply oversight activities. In the important governorates, Cairo, Giza and 
Alexandria, three departments were subordinate to it, and they were headed up by 
colonels at the rank of director. The other governorates operated at the level 
of departments." He added thnrt the Council of Ministers issued a decree at its 
session last 28 July on this matter, establishing a technical secretariat under 
the chairmanship of the price surveillance council, as well as supporting the 
Price Surveillance Agency of the Ministry of the Interior to cover the various 
areas of the republic. For that reason Decree 3 for 1982 of the Minister of the 
Interior was issued establishing a price surveillance agency in the Ministry of 
the Interior which would be subordinate to the General Supply and Trade Police 
Department and would engage in guiding and coordinating efforts to prevent and 
crack down on all compulsory pricing violations, monitoring the prices of ser- 
vices which tradesmen, consumer cooperatives and public and private sector shops 
provide and overseeing the prices of imported goods and the flow of food and 
other commodities. The decree also included the establishment of an agency for 
overseeing prices in the context of the precinct and unit in each department, 
provided that the deputy chief in each precinct and police post be employed on 

e full time basis in performing the tasks and exercising the missions which were 
assigned to the Price Surveillance Agency in his region. He added that the as- 
sistant security director would be considered directly responsible for price 
surveillance activities and efforts in the context of the security department. 


The supply inspectorate director said that oversight was done on the basis of a 
comprehensive plan for towns and villages and took account of the fact that the 
surveillance activity was exemplary and is not characterized by traditional 

methods of linking price movements to stability in citizens' standard of living. 
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He concluded that he considered that this experiment had realized a tangible suc- 
cess in terms of public opinion, which had faith in the feasibility and effec~ 
tiveness of this oversight, and that it had therefore created trust, confidence 
and commitaent among the majority of merchants. There are no flaws or problems 
in the experiment to obstruct its movement, especially since the minister Dr 
'Abd-al—Hamid Hasan, the governor of Giza, has expressed his readiness to back 
the agencies up with all their requirements. 


Concerning the degree to which the experiment had been a success, 'Abd-al-Hamid 
'Abd-al-Khaliq, director general of supply and supply surveillance, said: 


"The basic law in supply surveillance is the law of supply and demand. If supply 
increases, there will be self-surveillance and therefore a drop in prices. If 
supply and demand are equal, there will be competition. However, if supply is 
less than demand, a black market will come into being. To combat such a market, 
there is a number of approaches and methods which are embodied in the performance 
of traditional supply surveillance. This is when the government agencies, in 

the form of the supply inspectorate, its inspectors and the police, crack down 
on prices and arrest violators as well as studying the reasons for bottlenecks 
and trying to remedy them from the start. However, the reasons why commodities, 
especially fruit and vegetables, are sold at above the stipulated price may 
usually be ascribed to reasons bearing on agriculture. In many agricultural 
areas, the acreage farmed with specific commodities or types is small or infested 
with pests, and the result is suffering for supply inspectors —- for example, 
shortages in garlic, onions, bananas and fruit in general. In addition, there 
has been an expansion in construction at the expense of the areas that are 
farmed, especially the use of orchards for the construction of buildings. In 
addition, surveillance by the people plays an important part in getting leader- 
ship personnel, in the form of young men, women, local councils and parties, to 
form committees consisting of aware leaders who believe in Egypt in the village 
context and will carry out surveillance and supervision of the distribution of 
commodities. Emphasis must be placed on this sort of oversight in the present 
period, because it would cover all the villages in Egypt, would extend to the 
level of the sheik and is based on knowledgeable people, who are the most aware 
of the nature of their areas. They can subsequently be supplemented by executive 
surveillance. In addition, the National Democratic Party and the local councils 
will involve themselves in this issue, form these councils and give them a strong 
impetus which will enable them to pursue the process of maintaining a balance 
between actual and compulsory prices." The director general of supply concluded, 
"Surveillance in itself consists of attempts to get the commodities to the con 
sumer at the stipulated price, but it will be successful only if the masses are 
aware and helpful, or, as I said, through surveillance by the people." 


Has the Presence of the Police Achieved Discipline? 


In order to round out the ultimate picture, the final conversation was with 

Col 'Abdallah Ghallush, director of the Cairo supply inspector's department. 

He said that the goal in the experiment, or new system, of supply campaigns, was 
to increase or intensify the police presence in markets and piblic complexes and 
shops in the public and private sectors in order to effect supply security for 
the consumer public, enabling them to obtain the best kinds of commodities of- 
fered for sale at compulsory prices and to examine the state of the commodities 
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in terms of abundance, quality and price suitability. The system will prepare 
studies on the status of commodities and will conduct supply campaigns in addition 
to that by fighting black market dealings in goods, especially those that are 
subsidized, and creating roadblocks at entrances to Cairo to thwart all attempts 
to smuggle goods, as well as combatting activities of commercial and industrial 
fraud, by continuously patrolling food processing plants and other places. 


Concerning the degree to which the experiment has been a success, he said "It 
has been successful enough. That is not just an opinion but is the result of 
public opinion polls. The experiment has brought supply surveillance into every 
street and section of the city and of necessity it results in total satisfaction 
in the minds of consumers." He added that the broad outlines had been set forth, 
by directives of the minister of the interior, for embarking on the new system, 
which went into effect this 1 August, its goals had been defined, and Maj Gen 
'Ali Nur-al-Din, the security director, had held more than one meeting with 
people carrying these tasks out, outlined ways of carrying them out for then, 
and guaranteed them the necessary means for achieving the desired goal, on the 
condition that it have an ongoing quality. 


A New Plan: Will It Bring about Security in the Markets? 


The Cairo supply police oversight agency and the Price Surveillance Agency, in 
participation with the deputy chiefs of precincts, have started proceeding to 
allocate an officer to each police precinct who will be active in the area. 

The police supply agency is in charge of providing them with supply information 
and decrees organizing the movement of goods and the prices of transactions in 
the markets, and every day their efforts are followed up and presented in detailed 
reports to the major general in charge of security. The director of the Giza 
supply inspectorate concluded by saying that the goal and the final results of 
the supply surveillance police agency were not primarily to control issues but 
that rather the nominal, basic goal was to protect the consumer and enable him 
to obtain his requirements easily, in the form of the best commodities, at the 
stipulated prices. 
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TRAN 


ISLAMIC CONFERENCE MEMBERS ASKED TO REVISE RELATIONS WITH U.S. 
Tehran JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI in Persian 28 Aug 82 p 1l 


[Text] The AFP reported from Niamey that a large majority of the participants 
at the 13th meeting of Foreign Ministers of the Organization of Islamic Confer- 
ence, held in Niamey, Nigeria, considered the United States responsible for the 
war in Lebanon. 


The AFP, relying on accounts published in Niamey newspapers, quoting Habib 
Chatti, secretary general of the conference, reported that this responsibility 
is so evident that none of the participating delegations can deny it. This 
[fact] will be reflected in the organization's final resolution concerning the 
Middle East. 


At the same time, Habib Chatti, secretary general of the organization, pointed 
out that he had a very long conversation with Dr 'Ali-Akbar Velayati, Iran's 
minister of foreign affairs, within the framework of the mission of the Commit- 
tee of Good Officers of the Islamic Conference dealing with the Iraq-Iran war. 


According to the AFP reports, Habib Chattidid not mention anything concerning 
progress achieved in the mediation negotiations. He mentioned, however, that 
he will soon be contacting the chairman of the committee, the president of 
Guinea, Ahmad Seicou Toure, and accordingly, with the agreement of the involved 
parties, new contacts will be arranged. ) 


Habib Chatti also said that the next Conference of Foreign Ministers of Islamic 
Countries will be held in September 1983 in Dacca, the capital of Bangladesh. 
Moreover, in the same time period, the Conference of the Leaders of Islamic 
Countries will be held in Morocco. 


Draft Resolution Proposed by Iran 


The delegation of the Islamic Republic of Iran, participating in the 13th Con- 
ference of Foreign Ministers of Islamic Countries, held in Niamey, presented a 
draft as a proposed resolution of the Islamic Republic of Iran, on the subject 
of paragraph 20 of the agenda for the Conference of the Leaders of Islamic 
Countries. The text of this draft is as follows: 





In the name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 
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The 13th Conference of Foreign Ministers of Islamic Countries held in Niamey, 
the Republic of Nigeria, from the 3d to the 7th of Zilqa'deh, 1402 Hejri, 
corresponding to 22-26 August 1982: 


Apprehending the Islamic historical duties, and revealing the reality of the 
aggressive Zionist regime and its intentions against the people of Palestine 
as part of its intentions against Islamic peoples and against humanity as a 
whole; and believing that the above-mentioned regime could not exercise its 
criminal acts without the support of the superpowers, especially the United 
States, recalling statements made by the U.S. authorities, emphasizing that 
they were aware of and were cooperating with the Zionist plan aimed at the 
destruction of the Palestinian Revolution; and with regard to the role of the 
Camp David accords paving the way for this deceitful aggression; and finally 
to encourage the revolutionary spirit of the Moslem people to inflict a blow 
on the enemy with all the power of revolutionary possibilities.... 


1. Invites member countries to consider America as the Great Satan of this era; 


2. Calls for identification of the Zionist regime as a cancer in the body of 
the Moslem peoples, which should be confronted in a radical way; 


3. Emphasizes the necessity of a course of financial-economic pressure against 
the governments who support Israeli aggression; 


4. Invites the member countries of the Organization of Islamic Conference to 
revise their diplomatic relations with the United States of America; 


5. Emphasizes the certainty of a military solution and the unity of the Moslem 
countries against the continuous expansionism of Israel; 


6. Condemns any plan, which approves aggression and its outcomes, and gives 
official recognition to and dignitizes those results; and requests the elimina- 
tion of any means of bargaining and political compromise with the enemy, aimed 
at urging it to respect Islamic rights. 


7. Reemphasizes declaration No 10/18-S-79 of the Islamic Conference, concern- 
ing suspension of the membership of Egypt; 


8. Requests the secretary general of the Islamic Conference to establish a com- 
mittee to follow Zionist and Christian efforts in Africa as two related matters, 
and to propose suitable solutions to this problem; 


9. Requests the secretary general of the Islamic Conference to submit a com- 
prehensive report concerning the implementation of these decisions to the 14th 
Conference of the Foreign Ministers of Islamic Countries. 


The delegation of the Islamic Republic of Iran further notifies that following 
a review of Iran's previous draft, proposed at the opening session of the con- 
ference, and after necessary studies, it was reduced to the above form and was 
distributed among the members as a proposed resolution; following long discus- 
sions in the related committees, it was resolved that Iran, Palestine and Syria 
should coordinate their drafts and present it as a final resolution to the 
foreign ministers. 


32 














The Activities of the Iranian Delegation in Various Committees 


The delegation of the Islamic Republic of Iran activelv participated in cultural, 
social ahd economic committees of the 13th Conference of Foreign Ministers of 
Islamic Countries, and explained our country's position in relation to differ- 
ent issues and matters. This delegation also suggested the establishment of a 
committee to fight moral corruption in Islamic countries. 


According to a report dispatched by IRNA's representative in Niamey, the Iranian 
delegation placed emphasis on the fact that spread of moral corruption in Islamic 
countries is part of Zionist plans and strategy; considering the importance of 
exercising religious exhortation and admonition as one of the most fundamental 
dimensions of Islamic image the delegation presented a draft for the establish- 
ment of a committee, named the Committee to Fight Moral Corruption, to the Cul- 
tural Committee of the Conference of Ministers of Foreign Affairs in Nigeria, 

and requested the secretary general of the conference to present a detailed re- 
port on the committee's activities at a future session. 


On the other hand, Iraq's proposed draft to solve the problem of 'Id-e Fetr in 
Islamic countries, was rejected. The draft proposed to form a committee in the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, under the supervision of the Saudi minister of [Pil- 
grimage Affairs and] Religious Trusts and representatives of Islamic countries, 
to solve this problem. The delegation of the Islamic Republic of Iran disagreed 
with the draft, calling it not only insufficient to solve the problem, but also 
opposed to some basic concepts of religious jurisprudence. The delegation of 
our country also rejected the proposal of the Tunisian representative to the 
effect that the jurisconsults of the Assembly of Islamic Jurisprudence should 
be considered the official representatives of their countries, and announced 
that the above-mentioned assembly was not a political body and that this matter 
was to be separated from the governments of Islamic countries. 


It should be reminded, that the draft for forming the Assembly of Islamic Jjuris- 


consults has been proposed by the Organization of Islamic Conference to study 
the different aspects of religious jurisprudence. 
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"NVOL' URGES IRAN TO END GULF WAR 


TA111159 (Clandestine) National Voice of Iran in Persian to Iran 1730 GMT 
9 Oct 82 


[Unattributed commentary: "To Whose Benefit Is the War's Continuation? ] 


[Text] Dear compatriots: Our northern neighbor is once again appealing to 
Iran and Iraq to end the dispute and war. Audrey Gromyko, the Soviet Union's 
foreign minister, in his speech at the UN General Assembly session, stated 
that this war, from the standpoint of the vital interests of the peoples of 
both countries, is extremely harmful, that this dispute and conflict will 
have serious consequences, and that in order to prevent the expansion of this 
conflagration one should endeavor to extinguish it. 


Not that our country has been forced to take up arms to defend its national 
sovereignty and independence, it has achieved certain victories at the war's 
front. Yet despite this the question which still has credence is who will 
inevitably benefit from the expansion of the war conflagration, and in whose 
interest is the termination and ending of this war? 


As we are aware, the United States is striving to exploit this war to its 

own advantage as much as possible and to increase its military presence in 

our region. The war between Iraq and our country gave the U.S. imperialists 
the opportunity to justify their war preparations in the Middle East and the 
Indian Ocean. By taking advantage of the acuteness of the tense situation, 

the United States has exerted all its efforts to widen discord among the 

Arabs as much as possible, to divert their attention from the struggle against 
the aggressions of the aggressive Israelis and Zionism which are intensifying 
day by day and, simultaneously with these formidable activites, to sleathily 
raise the issue of the so-called Iranian danger to the Arab states in the 

hope of transferring to the Middle East the combined pro-Western forces on the 
basis of the so-called strategic consensus. This problem has its own logic 
because for a long time now the U.S. imperialists have looked upon our terri- 
tories as one of the main regions for the implementation of their neo-colonial- 


ist goals. 


The rich oil resources have attracted the greedy attention of the biggest oil 
monopolies. The U.S. imperialists, using the "divde and rule" axiom, have 
exploited and continue to exploit it to implement their hegemonistic goals. 

















One of America's favorite ploys is to position neighboring countries against 
each other, to instigate them and to exploit conflicts, differences and dis- 
putes between them as a pretext for interfering in their affairs which is 
undertaken to establish imperialist domination. When a dispute arises between 
independent and developing countries over outstanding frontier problems which 
have been intentionally left as a legacy from the previous colonialists, the 
U.S. imperialists always use this tactic and approach. In the war between 

our homeland and Iraq, too, such a policy is lying in ambush. 


The Americans also have other plans with regard to exploiting the existing 
situation. They calculate that the belligerent sides, after weakening each 
other, eventually after coming to grips with the need for economic and finan- 
cial revival and for eliminating the destructions, will succumb to the United 
States. For example, it will take Iraq 5-7 years before it is able to pro- 
duce oil as it did in the past. 


The same situation applies to our own country. As responsible officials of 
our Islamic Republic have repeatedly pointed out, this destructive war has 
caused the destruction of more than 1,000 villages, scores of towns, tens and 
hundreds of industrial and productive institutions, including Abadan's huge 
oil refinery, and the ruination of harbors, ports and so forth. Without doubt 
an allocation of billions and many years are needed to repair these damages. 


Our Islamic Republic's responsible authorities have been and are also aware of 
the fact that world-devouring America has an interest in launching this war 
and in its continuation. For this reason, too, all our society's popular and 
revolutionary forces also believe that the continuation of this war is to our 
own detriment and to the detriment of the Muslim Iraqi nation and in the in- 
terest of world-devouring America. 


Reports of recent days confirm the fact that America is involving its dependent 
regimes in the region in the battle and war against revolutionary Iran. All 
these issues place the duty in front of our Islamic Republic's realistic offi- 
cials to think realistically about the question of the war and its continua- 
tion. America must not be allowed to exploit the continuation of this war to 
its own advantage and to escalate its military presence in the region. There 
is no doubt that an end to this imposed war will allow both our nation and 

the Muslim Iraqi nation to mobilize all their potential and power to foil the 
plans of world-devouring America and its elements. 
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TRAN 


SHIRAZ GUARDS ARREST 24 HYPOCRITES 
GF101606 Shiraz Domestic Service in Persian 1500 GMT 9 Oct 82 


[Text] Following the discovery of several communal houses last month, 24 mem 
bers of the disbanded hypocrites organization [Mojahedin-e Khalq] were ar- 
rested in Shiraz, according to the Central News Unit report, quoting the pub- 
lic relations and defense propaganda office of the Islamic Revolution Guards 

of No 9 District listed the names of the arrested individuals as follows: 
Hoseyn 'Eraqi, alias Nader, deputy chief of the executive section and second 
in command of the hyprocrite organization in Shiraz; Mehdad Raja'i, aliases 
Esma'il and Jalal, responsible for the student association of Shiraz Univer- 
sity and responsible for military and security of the hypocrite organizations. 
He was fully aware of all terrorist actions, especially the assassinations of 
martyr Ayatollah Dastgheb and martyr Dr [word indistinct] Hassan Behyari, alias 
Taqi, member of the Central Council of hypocrites in Fars and Bushehr provinces 
and liaison with the executed Khosrow Qashqa'i; Morteza Baba‘i, alias Farshad, 
member of the Central Council of the hyprocrites in the region and another 
liaison with the feudalist faction; [word indistinct] Forsati, alias Yahya, 
member of Social Foundation Council; Mohamad Saddeq (Qazeyyarpoor), alias 
(Arzang), former responsible member of the annihilated organization of hypo- 
crites in Bushehr and responsible for financial section of the hypocrite army; 
Mohamad Hadi Sarabi, alias (?Fars), responsible for two military units. 


The names of other arrested individuals are: 


Gholam Khoshgo'i, alias Feerouz, responsible for a military unit which took 

part in the attempted assassination of Brother [words indistinct] and the raid 

on the Islamic Revolution Guards Corp; Ahmad Qa'emi, alias Shabaz, responsible 
for the military section of the hypocrite organization in Bushehr. This man 

with his wife, Mina Talebpour, were killed during the discovery of the com- 

munal house; Bahadur Qolipour, alias Hajj, member of military unit which 

took part in the robbery of a bank in Haftan region and which resulted in 

the martyrdom of a brother guard; Bizhan Zangori, Kazem "Ibadi, Mahnaz Talebzaheh, 
aliases Manuchehr, Naser, Monir and Nasrin, [as heard] the top elements of 

the Social Foundation Council of the hypocrite organization. 


The report adds that several deceived women of the hypocrites, named Asiyeh 
and Faridah Pakparver, Parveneh Zar'i, 'Azem Sayyadi, Zahra (Akhteyari), 
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Manijeh 'Alaqmand, Lila [word indistinct], Khadijah Bazyar and Mina Kalantar 
have also been arrested. 


Accotding to the public relations and propaganda office of the Islamic Revo- 
lution Guards of No 9 District, after the arrest of these hypocrites, the plan 
to assassinate 70 member of Hazbollahis was discovered and neutralized. 


CSO: 4600/37 


37 











TRAN 


"IRAN CLANDESTINE’ LOOKS AT REGIME POLICIES 


GF111303 (Clandestine) Free Voice of Iran in Persian to Tran 1500 GMT 
10 Oct 82 


[Unattributed commentary] 


[Text] Life and its needs are causes and effects. If the essential are not 
present at the desired level in the sovereignty, justice in the form of supply 
of essential needs followed by a sense of security and satisfaction is not 
possible. If a dish which is sufficient for 10 is divided among 50, no one 
will be satisfied. They will continue to worry about finding sufficient food 
and satisfying their hunger. Therefore, such an act cannot be called justice 
in order to eradicate humger and create happiness and satisfaction. What 

has occurred in Khomeyni's regime has been to (2increase) shortages and im- 
pose hunger on all. 


(2It was neither) eradication of poverty nor ensuring welfare and satisfaction 
of all. The gentlemen in the ruling regime are currently calling the division 
of the limited facilities and possibilities in the society Islamic justice, 
without thinking of increase and plentitude. Let us assume that 10 shirts 
belonging to Mr oppressor are divided among 10 naked Messers oppressed. No 
new shirts have been produced. The result will not be that many oppressors 
will be eradicated and there will still be 10 oppressed naked ones. [as heard] 
When the life of Abudhar in the desert is portrayed as the ideal plan for 
life, what else can we expect? 


Furthermore, this giant of the oppressed who they have let out and are fol- 
lowing--they have excited him with slogans and have made him drunk and oc- 
cupied with promises--this untamable beast is creating larger headaches every 
day. The present society has created an unsoluable condition with a psy- 
chological deviation among the planners and managers of the system and has 
set on a course. The end of which is unclear. The biggest problem of the 
future is to tame and discipline the genie, who has been let out of the bot- 
tle and is impossible to return to the original container. 


The point to ponder is that the Islam of these gentlemen, as they have an- 


nounced and put into operation, has no closer parallel among the known social 
systems and ideological beliefs in the world than Stalin's communism. The 


38 











oppressed of the harshness |as heard], suffocation, a police state, spying-- 
using the technique that they have named the 35-million-strong security organ- 
ization--monopolistic views, crushing opposition figures and groups, totali- 
tarianism and [word indistinct] of the country, denial of any individual rights, 
propaganda techniques and many other actions and behavior of this type have 
nothing in common with any other known system or regime but that of Stalin's 
regime. 


This situation has therefore caused concern that the only Stalinist communism 
is that currently headed by Ayatollah Kianuri, which can replace the present 
system. When the street vendor leaves, the dog takes his place. If we re- 
move the Islamic overcoast, the contents of the regime is not any different 
from Stalinism. In a society when liberalism is heathenism, social democracy 
is [word indistinct], moderation is treachery and criminal and all are con- 
demned, the society is faced with an ideological vaccuum and the vacuum can 

be filled with the Stalinist version of communism. The material and (?social) 
background is completely ready for this. 


Lack of foresight and inability to reconstruct the society and supply the needs 
of the masses will have no result over a period of time but dissatisfaction with 
a system based on religious teachings and mass loss of faith in the religion. 
Then the reins of the masses will fall into the hands of the individuals and 

the party which has prepared the ground for taking the initiative and expand- 
ing its influence. 


It may be that an unexpected incident may change the situation, thus changing 
all the forecasts. It is possible that following a (?clash) between the two 
superpowers, the Azarbayjan events and that of the 19 August are repeated. 

It is possible that the division of the country is a solution. Maybe even 
agreement will be reached on the establishment of a moderate government. 
However, it will be the Iranian nation which will take over its destiny in 
the near future with its experience. 
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KHOMEYNI, OFFICIALS DISCUSS HIGHER EDUCATION 
GF121739 Tehran IRNA in English 1645 GMT 12 Oct 82 


[Text] Tehran, 12 Oct, IRNA—Officials of the Cultural Revolution Centre 
along with President Khamene'i, Prime Minister Musavi, and the minister of 
culture and higher education, Mohammad ‘Ali Najafi met wath Imam Khomeyni here 
today. 


During the meeting various topics relevant to college education was brought 

up and it was agreed that the responsibility for formulating selection criteria 
for college directors, the teaching staff, and students, be assumed by the 
Cultural Revolution Headquarters, and the responsibility of fulfilling those 
criteria be vested with the Ministry of Culture and Higher Education. 


The Cultural Revolution Headquarters was also entrusted with the task of form- 
ulating criteria governing the opening of universities and colleges and their 
venues, and the Ministry of Culture and Higher Education was assigned the 

task of enacting the decisions of the Gultural Revolution Headquarters. 


The Cultural Revolution Headquarters has also been entrusted with the responsi- 
bility to delineate the general policy to be followed in colleges and uni- 
versities as well as design the college curriculum, while the Ministry of 
Culture and Higher Education has been entrusted with the management of col- 
leges and universities. 


Member of the Gultural Bevolution Headquarters Shari'atmadari said to IRNA 
here today that all past decisions of the Gultural Revolution Headquarters 
had to be complied with by the Ministry of Culture and Higher Education. He 
noted that the Cultural Revolution Headquarters exercise surveillance over 
the execution of its acts in relation with programming and other collegiate 
activities and that it would do so in conjunccion with the Jihad-e Daneshgahi 
(Collegiate Reformation Centre). 


The Jihad-e Daneshgahi will also participate in various educational and col- 
legiate activities including the administration of the interal affairs of col- 
leges and universities, selection of students, whose studies have been inter- 
rupted, and student welfare programmes. 


The minister of culture and higher education, Najafi, said that as a result 
of the new decisions made here today, the interference and duplication of ' 
tasks had been eliminated. 


40 














He expressed hope that with the aid and collaboration of all sources involved, 
concrete efforts would be made for reopening more colleges and universities 


in the course of the second phase of the reformation of colleges and institutes 
of higher education. 


CSO: 4600/37 


41 








IRAN. 


KURDISH LEADER DISCUSSES FIGHTING AGAINST REGIME 
NC131530 Paris AFP in English 1521 GMT 13 Oct 82 


[Text] Paris, 13 Oct (AFP)—iranian military activity against Kurd autonomists 
has increased since mid-September, Kurd Sunni Muslim leader Shaykh Ezzedin 
Hosseini said during a visit here today. 


Shaykh Hosseini told reporters that clashes were "widespread" in Kurdistan 
in northwestern Iran, which is under an economic blockade from Iran. 


Government forces had suffered "more than 2,500 dead and wounded or captured" 
in battles while Kurd losses were 200 dead and wounded, “for the most part 
civilians--women and children," he said. 


Kurd Peshmerge fighters had captured large amounts of weapons and ammunition, 
the shaykh said. 


Villages in Kurdistan were regularly shelled by Iranian Revolutionary Guard 
and Army units, said the shaykh, giving the example of Mirabad in western 
Kurdistan where children were killed during several artillery barrages in 
September. 


He said the Kurd autonomists needed doctors, especially surgeons, and medicine. 


The shaykh said that in a clash between Peshmerga and Iranian troops at the 
end of September near Sardasht, western Kurdistan, the Kurds drove back an 
Iranian attack, killing 300 government soldiers. 


In another battle on October 9, five km (three miles) from Mahabad, the his- 
toric capital of Kurdistan, the Iranians had 200 dead, wounded and captured. 


Kurd combatants were also waging guerrilla warfare against Iranian military 
installations in several Kurd towns, including Sanandaj, Marivan, Mahabad, and 
Sardasht, Shaykh Hosseini said. 


While he called for the unification of all movements opposing Iranian spiritual 
leader Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeyni, he criticized the program of the National 
Resistance Council (NRC) of Mojahedin Islamic leftist leader Mas'ud Rajavi 

and former ‘ranian President Abolhasan Bani-Sadr as vague concerning autonomy 
for Kurdistan. 
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He said the presence of Mr Bani-Sadr--who lives in exile in France with 
Mr Rajavi--in the NRC was "unacceptable" since the former president had been 
"very active" in fighting Kurd autonomists. 


But the shaykh said it was "possible to find common points with the NRC" 
even though he had "friendly" criticisms of the Mojahedin. 
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IRANIAN KURDISH LEADER CALLS FOR KOMEYNI'S OVERTHROW 
LD151130 Kuwait KUNA in English 1009 GMT 15 Oct 82 


[Text] Paris, 15 Oct (KUNA)--The spiritual leader of the Iranian Kurds, 
Shaykh Ezzedin Hosseini has called on all cpposition movements in (?Iran) to 
unite in order to fight the repressive regime of Ayatodlah Khomeyni. 


In a press conference held here last night, Hosseini denounced all military 
operations carried out by the Iranian forces against the Kordestan Province 
and said repeated attacks and bombings, which have increased since mid-Septem- 
ber, have claimed hundreds of victims including women and children. 


According to the Kurdish leader, Iran is now ruled by a “handful of fanatic 
and reactionary clergymen, who are a real threat for peace, democracy and 
Islam." He declared that the Khomeyni regime was resorting to violence in 
and outside Iran to cover up:the economic, political and social crisis they 
are suffering and also their incompetence in solving the country's problems. 


The only way to democracy is to topple Khomeyrnii's regime, said Hosseini and 
added that coordination between the two major forces in Kordestan, the PDK 
[Kurd?sh Democratic Party] and the Komala, was needed to achieve that ain. 


The Kurdish leader suggested a possible cooperation with the National Council 
for Resistance (NCR) movement, based in Paris and led by the leader of the 
Hojahedin, Masoud Rajavi, but considered the presence of former Iranian presi- 
dent, Abolhassan Bani-Sadr, within the NCR as "unacceptable." 


Bani-Sadr was "very active in the fight against Kurds in Iran and he con- 
tributed to the stabilisation of Khomeyni's regime," Hosseini said. 


According to him, one cannot compare Khomeyni's regime with that of the late 
shah, “now it is worse," he said. 


Hosseini ruled out any form of cooperation with Iranian monarchy in Iran. "The 
present regime is surviving because there is no one to replace it," he said. 
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TRAN 


TEHRAN MAYOR RESIGNS AFTER CRITICISM 
GF161624 Tehran IRNA in English 1610 GMT 16 Oct 82 


[Text] Tehran, 16 Oct, IRNA--Interior Minister Nateq-Nuri appointed Mohammad 
Kazem Sayfiyan as the temporary mayor of Tehran Thursday following the resig- 
nation of Gholamhussein Delju. 


Delju resigned apparently after receiving criticism from the press for mis- 
handling his responsibilities last week. Heavy rainfall early last week 
glutted the badly managed sewage system, causing floods in downtown Tehran. 
The flooding brought widespread destruction of homes in that region while 
more than four people were reported killed and some others missing. 


After the event Delju held a press conference in which he denied any respons- 
ibility by his office while blaming the destruction on the people for building 
their homes against its standards. He added that the heavy flooding was a 
"solden opportunity for the mumicipality so that it would avoid such inci- 
dents occurring in the future...." 


The press later picked up his statements and gave side comments that the mayor 
had not at least given a suitable response towards the incident. 


Said one Majlis deputy in today's edition of the daily KEYHAN, "His excuses 
are worse than his sins...if the municipality has not helped to treat the 
wounds of the people it should not pour salt on them either." 


Another event which added to general criticism was the poisoning of some three 
million fish in a fish raising company near outside Tehran's Jajrud River. 
Officials of the company said that the river had been contaminated by the 
breaking of a dirt dam built against Tehran's waste storage area. A number 

of deer, horses and sheep had also been reportedly poisoned by the water. 

The municipality did not respond to the incident. 
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ISLAMIC COMBATANTS GAIN CONTROL OF COUNTERREYOLUTION BASE 
LD171826 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 1630 GMT 17 Oct 82 


[Text] A commander of the Hamzeh Seyyed al-Shohada base has said in an inter- 
view that with the domination of the combatants of Islam over the thick for- 
ests of the (Alwatan) region situated on the Piranshahr-sar Dasht axis, the 
supply route used by counterrevolutionaries leading to Iraqi territory is 
closed. In the next operations to be carried out in future the counter- 
revolution organization will, God willing, be eliminated. 


He added: The town of (Rabat) 10 km from Sar Dasht has been liberated from 
the domination of counterrevolutionaries and with the fall of this base those 
who were opposing the Islamic revolution will lose their control over all the 
main axis and towns. At present, except for remote and inaccessible villages, 
they do not have any shelter or refuge and naturally these places will also 
be clearned up from their filthy presence. The counterrevolution will not 

be safe from the pursuit of our combatants eyen inside Iraqi territory. The 
town of (Rabat) was one of the common bases of the counterrevolutionary 
grouplets and pro-American mercenaries. : 


He also said: Simultaneous with the operations carried out on the Sar Dasht- 
Piranshahr axis, operations directed by this base [Hamzeh Seyyed al-Shohada] 
to mop up the Mahabad-sar Dasht and Bukan-Mahabad axis will begin very soon. 
As of now we warn the duped persons who have taken up arms against the divine 
regime of the Islamic Republic to return to the bosom of Islam as soon as 
possible while there is time. They can rest assured that they will receive 
the warm and sincere welcome of their Muslim brothers and will enjoy an 
honorable life. 
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TRAN 


KHOSROW QASHQA'I CONFESSED DUE TO TORTURE 


GF181906 (Clandestine) Free Voice of Iran in Persian to Iran 1500 GMT 17 Oct 
82 


[Text] Following the physical and psychological torture of Khosrow Qashqa'i 
before his execution, the security agents of Khomeyni's regime forced him to 
repeat words dictated to him in a television program. The technique of obtain- 
ing a confession through physical and psychological torture has constantly 
been favored by the regime of mullahs. 


Before Qotbzadeh's interview on television he had been given a promise to 
escape a death sentence if he confessed to the coup and implicated Ayatollah 
Shari'atmadari. Qotbzadeh complied and then realized that. he would not es- 
cape, and in an open court and in the presence of reporters, he vehemently 
denied accusations leveled against him and claimed that he was arrested because 
of plots hatched by members of Tudeh and by elements of Soviet Union in the 
regime of Khomeyni, and he announced that he got into trouble because he 

closed the Soviet Consulate in northern Iran. He labeled all accusations 
against him as lies. Following these remarks Reyshahti ended the court's 
session. 


As far as Khosrow Qashqa'i, the leader of the Qashqa'i tribe, is concerned, the 
mullah's regime used torture techniques in order to force him to raise a num- 
ber of issues previously dictated to him. For example, Qashqa'i said that he 
received 15 million tumans per month from U.S. Government in order to collect 
information against the regime of Khomeyni. During this orchestrated inter- 
view with Khosrow Qashqa'i which was aired by the television of Khomeyni's 
regime almost 1 month after his execution, they forced him to confess that 

he was receiving a salary of 9,000 tumans per month from Savak and that he 

was in contact with Admiral Madani and Bani-Sadr in accordance with a plan 
designed with U.S. cooperation. 


Included in the ridiculous confession obtained from Khosrow Qashqa'i in his 
television interview following torture was a statement about his trip to the 
tribal lands in order to arrange a coup through the mobilization of his tribe 
against the regime of Khomeyni last year. Our correspondent in Tehran reports 
that following the intensification of unrest in Fars Province and especially 
in the tribal regions, the officials of the regime of Khomeyni aired this 
preconceived interview--taped and editred before the execution of Khosrow 
Qashqa'i—-on the government television in order to explain the reasons for 

his execution. 
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Similar confessions by a number of well-known figures were taped at the start 
of the establishment of the Khomeyni regime. They were forced to confess 
about their associations with late shah of Iran on videotapes. The prisoners 
were forced to repeat what the mullahs told them in order to be released. We 
will not name these figures in order to protect their lives since they are 
still in Iran. Sufficient to say that mullah Azari-Qomi, the so-called pro- 
secutor of the so-called revolution court of Khomeyni, knows who we are 
talking about. 


Our correspondent adds: Similar made-up confessions were obtained from people 
during the era of Stalin when the opposition members were accused of being 

in contact with foreigners and counterrevolutionaries. They were usually 
hung following their confessions. The Stalinist method of obtaining false 
confessions from the accused is being practiced by the regime of the Islamic 
Republic of Khomeyni. 


Last year, Khosrow Qashqa'i, was able to escape the claws of Khomeyni's guards 
after having false accusations leveled against him and managed to go among 
his tribe. After the intensification of unrest among the Qashqa'i tribe 

and repeated aggression by the guards against them and the subsequent clashes, 
the regime of Khomeyni, used tricks to lure Qashqa'i to the governor's office 
seemingly to discuss the issues and solve the problems with the Qashqa'i tribe 
but arrested him at the end of the session, jailed him and then hung hin. 

He was not tried in a court and no correspondent was present in the "court" 
where he was "tried". In addition the regime of Khomeyni did not produce 

any document to prove these made-up confessions. 
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IRANIAN LEYLAND TO END CONTACTS WITH UK COMPANY 
CF171756 Tehran IRNA in English 1605 GMT 17 Oct 82 


[Text] Tehran, 17 Oct, IRNA--As of the end of the current Iranian year of 
1361 (March 21, 1983) the Iranian Leyland Motor Company [ILMC] will cut 

off all its contacts with the BritishLeyland Company [BLC], while the exist- 
ing facilities will be used to build regular buses. 


While making this announcement in a short interyiew with IRNA, the head of 
ILMC, Hejazi, said that the assembly plant was 100 percent dependent on its 
British monther company in the past. However, he added, after the Islamic 
revolution the ILMC made efforts in order to decrease this dependency. 


Hajazi further said that this year’s 15 million dollar contract with the 
British Leyland Company for the purchase of various motors for trucks and 
spare parts would be the last. He added that during last month's eighth 
international fair here the participating representatives of the BLC had ex- 
pressed their interests to renew the export of their goods to the Islamic 
Republic, but the other offer was rejected since their products were below 
Iranian standards. 


Meanwhile, it was learned that the bankrupt regime of Iraq had recently signed 
a number of contracts with the BLC, the latest of which would cost 20 million 
pounds. 


Reports from Syria added that the contract was four times its real value. 


The Iranian Leyland Motor Company was nationalised soon after the victory of 
the Islamic revolution and its Iranian partners fled abroad. 
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TRAN 


PAPER ON DEFENSE MINISTRY EXHIBITION 
GF140544 Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 27 Sep 82 p 5 


[Unattributed report on an exhibition of the Defense Ministry--date and place 
not given] 


[Excerpts] One of the most eye-catching exhibits is a number of damaged heli- 
copters : arranged next to each other. The fuselages of two of these heli- 
copters were damaged in the war and there is the fuselage of the other in 
which a research program is in progress. The cabin of a Jet Ranger which was 
severely damaged in the war is nearing completion of repairs which are being 
carried out by the company for support and reconstruction of Iranian helicopt- 
ers [Iranian acrynom PNHA]. Part of the PNHA exhibition shows the tail sec- 
tion of a Cobra helicopter built by Iranian experts, which is very interesting. 
There are also many parts for helicopter fuselages built for the first time 

in Iran. We can also see Jet Ranger engines. According to one of the people 
in charge of this exhibition these engines are now undergoing major overhauls 
in Iran by faithful Iranian experts and that this work meets international 
standards. They used to have to be sent to the United States to undergo major 
overhauls. 


According to the same official, had the Americans still been in Iran they would 
have grounded all these helicopters but we were able to put all of them into 
operation. We now have the capability to repair 70 percent of the parts for 
helicopter fuselages in Iran and intend to produce the raw materials for them 
in Iran as well. In the past, when the U.S. experts were here, we did not 

have permission to build these parts and had to purchase them. 


The Iranian Aircraft Industry [IAI] also has a booth showing its work in pro- 
duction and maintenance. One of the exhibits is an F-4 Phantom engine. 

There is a sign saying that all the essential repairs on the engine have been 
carried out by revolutionary and faithful personnel. According to the guide, 
the engines have to undergo major overhauls after a specified number of hours 
in operation. These used to be carried out in Israel in the past but now 

all major overhauls are carried out by the Iranian Aircraft Industry and this 
work meets international standards. We can see some piping in this booth 

for medium and low [presumably hydraulic] pressure lines in F-4s built by 
the IAI technicians as well as parts for gliders and C-130s built in Iran. 
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One guide explains to the visitors that there are some production work cur- 
rently in progress on aircraft but they were not at the stage to go on exhi- 
bition. He picks up a part and while showing it to the audience says that 

in the past such parts were discarded when they malfunctioned. Now we open 
them and after repairing them return them for use. Thus we are able to eco- 
nomize by not having to purchase many parts and we also do not allow a piece 
of war machinery to become unusable for the lack of a part. Another exhibit 
is the nose cone for F-4 aircraft which is a sensitive part and has been con- 
structed for the first time in the Middle East by the personnel of this com- 


pany. 
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TRAN 


MAJLIS SPEAKER CRITICIZES PROPAGANDA 
LD090258 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 1030 GMT 8 Oct 82 


[Sermon by Hashemi-Rafsanjani, Majlis speaker and provisional Friday Imam of 
Tehran, at 8 October Friday prayers at Tehran University--recorded] 


[Excerpts] Following the launching of the very successful Muslim Ibn ‘Aqil 
operation--which resulted in the liberation of important strategic heights in 
the border regions of our cowmtry and which brought us exactly to an area 105 
km from Baghdad, although Saddam Husayn, thinking that our forces would have 
to follow the twists and bends of highways, has claimed that our forces are 
110-120 km from Baghdad; if we draw a direct line, the distance from Baghdad 
will be even less than 100 km--when the city of Mandali and the vast open Iraqi 
plain came within firing range of our artillery, the world of arrogance be- 
came panic-stricken. The world of arrogance and Iraq are terrified so badly 
that they have lost their balance and do not know how to move. They have 
adopted a policy line, but there are zigzags in their line. Their line is 
this: They are trying to prove to the world that the Islamic Republic of Iran 
is a warmonger and adventurer while Saddam is a peacelover seeking (?repara- 
tions and the interests) of the world. They are trying to show the American 
public that the Iranians are responsible for preventing the restoration of se- 
curity in the Persian Gulf region, a security that would allow a free flow of 
oil and other raw materials to normalize the consumer markets. They are try- 
ing to show the Arabs that it is Iran which is refusing to end the war and 
that Iran intends to violate all Arab cowtries. They are trying to depict 
Islam and the Islamic Republic of Iran as a harsh and uncivilized country to 
the world. This is a line which is adopted by the world of arrogance today. 


The world of arrogance is searching for anything which might help it to con- 
tinue and to prove this line. Of course, it has reached a contradiction here. 
The contradiction is this: If they accept our recent victory and conceded to 
it, it will weaken the morale of Saddam's forces and create a mili- 

tary problem for Saddam's suporters; and if they ignore this victory, then 
they have no need for their misleading propaganda. They have to hit both the 
nail and the horseshoe, that is they have to contradict themselves in order 
to preserve the morale of Saddam and his soldiers and in order to feed their 
propaganda machine with the notion that Iran is planning a vast offensive. 
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During the past week, the world of arrogance said various things about us with 
many contradictions. First, Traq completely denied that Iranian forces had 
advanced. The Iraqis said that the Iranian forces wanted to capture Mandali 
but that they did not succeed. They never mentioned the territory, bills and 
heights that had been captured. When they realized that it would not be pos- 
sible to hide this fact forever, as the people of Mandali and the surrounding 
villages could see things for themselves, and when they realized that world 
correspondents would visit the region, they resorted to a (?ridiculous) show 
to which no one with the slightest respect for his own dignity would ever re- 
sort. They spread some (?rumor) in Baghdad and then Baghdad Radio broadcast 
two or three hours of martial music. Afterward, Baghdad Radio announced: Our 
forces recaptured all the territories which they had previously lost to the 
Iranians and all the Iranian forces east of Mandali were destroyed. This 

was announced on the same day that foreign correspondents were standing on 
these same heights and looking at Mandali with their binoculars. They were 
standing in our trenches. This is the method of their propaganda. What a 
disgrace! How shameful and what an impudence. They have left no honor for 
themselves. We are facing these minds of people! 


Saddam, in a speech, said: We have left the Iranian territory. They used 
this for a vast propaganda purpose. Many, many times the mass media of world 
arrogance said: Saddam took a positive step. Iran is opposing his action. 
Iran is not seeking peace. Saddam took an essential positive step in the 
direction of peace. But today they themselves are saying that the Iranians 
were not able to recapture those heights. Our Naft (Sharh) [formerly Naft-e 
Shah with an oil refinery] is presently occupied by Saddam's forces and this 
is exploiting our oil resources. With extreme impudence the Westerners, the 
East and reactionaries of the region are saying that Saddam has retreated to 
the international borders. That is the way they prepare the graund for their 
propaganda. They want to depict us as a warmongering, harsh, expansionist 

and strife-creating people. When one sits and thinks: and sees for himself 
how much the world propaganda systems have kept their consciences silent, 

one feels sorry for this world. One feels sorry for the people of the world 
who receive their information, thinking and living instructions from such mouth- 
pieces. These are the loudspeakers which should train the world public opin- 
ion. [sentence as heard] 


How should we deal with them? Saddam has invaded our territory and they all 
know it. That is, none of these (?nations) are ignorant of this fact. He 

has invaded our territory and at the same points had advanced to a depth of 

90 km. He has captured 1,200 villages and ten cities. He has destroyed thou- 
sands of kilometers of roads and railways. He has demolished more than 1,000 
factories and workshops from slab-making factories to Abadan's oil refinery. 
He has destroyed several ports. He has razed thousands of houses and turned 
two million people into refugees. He has blown up hundreds of bridges and 
several dikes and dams. He has also destroyed hundreds of schools, offices 
and hospitals. 


Surely, people are aware of Saddam's atrocities. Certainly the UN, the United 


States, AFP, the ASSOCIATED PRESS and the BBC know these things. Everyone 
knows about these things. We have repeated them a thousand times and people 
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have gone and seen for themselves. Still, they say shamelessly that the 
Iranians are warmongers and Saddam is a peacelover. Then, cowardly, they 
write articles quoting for instance, the hypocrites who say that Iranians 
have killed 13 Iraqi POWs. The BBC and the Voice of America repeat this 
end France reports it. They calculate on such rumors. This is one side of 
the issue. . 


On the other hand, Saddam sends his planes to bomb the people in the Grand Mosque 
and other rally centers. They go to Gilan-e Gharb and bomb a kindergarten. 

Or they go to Abadan and bomb and destroy a hospital. Is this our enemy? Its 
internal accomplices are the hypocrites Mojahedin-e Khalq who exploded a 

bomb in Naser-Khosrow Avenue after our victory against Iraq. See what sort 

of crime they committed. See what class of people they harmed. It is obvious 
what sort of poor people reside in a hotel in the southern districts of Teh- 
ran. They are like that and we are like this. Well, you Westerners! You 
saw it for yourselves. O you, AFP! You saw that our artillery, on the 
heights overlooking Mandali, can raze Mandali in a day if they decide to do 
so. It is very easy for us to pound a city with artillery and mortar from a 
five kilometer distance. It is especially easy for us since we have our own 
arms manufacturing factory. We can manufacture mortar launchers--the mortar 
and its ammunition. We can manufacture mortar launchers (?to cover) five 
kilometers. We do not require foreign currency, purchase order or ships to 
import mortar launchers. Our factories can make them and we can take them to 
the front. At least 1,000 Iraqi villages are within our firing range in that 
region. We are such people. Two days ago, we fired star shells over Basrah. 
It is much easier to fire other types of shells instead of star shells. You 
see that they beat and expel their own people. But we go and welcome these 
deportees, look after them, give them jobs, bread, livelihood, tents and 
hospital facilities. We are such a people and they are like that. Then 

these people whose lack of conscience ig unprecedented in history say that 
Iran is harsh and Iraq is a peacelover. 0 You, the United Nations: Are you 
not thinking of the future? Will all the people forget what happened? [words 
indistinct] 


See what happened to our pilgrims in Saudi Arabia last night. These [word 
indistinct] consider themselves as hosts of the Muslims; and they must be the 
hosts. They should consider Hajj pilgrims as guests of God. Saudi police 
and soldiers--which had been dispatched from Iraq or elsewhere--beat up and 
injured our Muslim pilgrims who had gathered in the Baqi' cemetery in Medina 
to hold Komeyl prayers. They beat up and injured the pilgrims, smashed ambu- 
lances and closed their clinics. What is this filthy affair going on in the 
world now? 


Is it fair to call our people warmongers? They are defending their own terri- 
tory, they are fighting on their own soil and they have sacrificed their 

best young men to recapture their own hills. Our people have gone there to 
kick out the invadors. Is it justified to call these people warmongers and 
call Saddam Husayn a peacelover? What have our demands been? Instead you 
should put pressure upon those who started the war and make them give in to 
our demands. We will have to rebuild 1,200 destroyed (?towns and villages) 
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when the war ends. We will have to rebuild ten ruined cities. One of Saddam's 
atrocities was the destruction of our oil refinery in Abadan. This refinery 
was refining 600,000 barrels of oil per day. It used to be the largest oil 
refinery in the region. It is obvious that when you deprive a nation of 40 
million people from 600,000 barrels of oil, its other factories will have to 
close down, its power stations will stop generating power, its cars will have 
to stand still and its transportation will be disrupted. There will be 100 
more problems and we will have to solve all these. Are we asking for too 

much if we ask for war reparaticns? 


Saddam, you have closed down our ports for two years. You have blown up more 
than 1,000 factories and workshops and you have dismantled their machinery. 
You have looted Khorramshahr and Qasr-e Shirin. Who is going to pay for all 
this? Are our demands unjustified? Who do you think you are fighting? Do 
you think that all the people in the world are blind and deaf? 


At this point I would like to announce it to the world--we have repeated 

this and repeat it yet again--that the real peace lover in the region is Iran. 
And certainly no one will benefit more from peace than Iran. We believe in 
our revolution and we have ideas that we believe we can transfer to the people 
better in peace times. And we require a calm environment to export our re- 
volution. For this purpose, however, we are not prepared to tread on the 
(?7health) of a revolution. 


CSO: 4600/37 
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IRAN 


EXPANSION OF IRAN-INDIA TRADE, INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS SPECULATED 
Tehran JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI in Persian 26 Aug 82 p 9 


[Text] Indian minister of commerce: India is willing to cooperate with Iran 
in regard to heavy industries, transportation vehicles and engineering products. 


Minister of industries: By organizing the Ministry of Heavy Industries, Mines 
and Metals we are trying to establish identity and direction for our industries. 


Mr Shiv Raj [Patil], the Indian minister of commerce met and spoke with Engineer 
Hashemi, our country's minister of industries. At this meeting, first Mr Shiv 
Raj said: Just as today that Iran is determined to be independent and self- 
sufficient, we adopted the same path in the past and reached the present level 
and we admire the countries whose goal is self-sufficiency and we are willing 

to provide them with our technology. He also asked the authorities of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran to participate in the Indian exhibitions. The Indian 
minister of domestic trade also announced that he is willing to cooperate with 
Iran in regard to heavy industries, transportation vehicles and engineering 
products. 


Then Mr Hashemi said: in the past regime, there was no order in our industries 
and private investors directed their activities towards assemblage production 
and its expansion and now by organizing the Ministry of Heavy Industry, Mines 
and Metals we are trying to give direction to our industries and expand the 
country's industrial program with a special and independent identity. He also 
said: We are handling plans in regard to the production of factory machinery, 
and the models should be of high technical level and this does not mean that we 
will only modernize the industry blindly and we must select the good tools of 
society and these tools will not be back warded. Engineer Hashemi added at the 
end: I hope that during the days of your stay in Iran, you will get acquainted 
with the Islamic culture of our society and take with you good memories of this 
trip. 


Indian minister of domestic trade: In regard to energy production, India 
possesses many of the materials needed in this field. 


Minister of energy: India can cooperate with Iran in the field of power- 
generating and dam-construction industries. 
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The Indian minister of domestic trade also met with Dr. Hasan Ghafouori, minister 
of energy. At this meeting of the Indian ambassador in Tehran in which the depu- 
ties of the Ministry of Energy of the Islamic Republ:.c of Iran also participated, 
Dr. Ghafouori expressed his pleasure concerning the tr:.p of the Indian minister 

of trade and his associates and pointed out the past long friendship and rela- 
tions between Iran and India. 


At the end of the minister of energy's speech, Shiv Raj, the Indian minister of 
domestic trade, thanked Dr.Ghafouoriand said: This was a good opportunity for 
me to come to your country. During the past 2 or 3 days, I was able to meet 
your colleagues in the administration of the Islamic Republic of Iran and at 
these meetings, very important international issues especially those in regard 
to the economic affairs were discussed. 


He said: We would like to expand the relations between the two countries. In 
another part of his speech, the Indian minister of domestic trade said: Our 
goal is to negotiate with you under equal conditions away from any dependency. 
We would like to offer our friends all we have and also exchange possibilities 
in industrial and agricultural fields. Also in regard to the energy production, 
India possesses many of the products needed in energy production by hydroelec- 
tric method, which could be studied. He added: We would like to offer you our 
technology and engineers and we would also like to cooperate with you in the 
educational fields. After the Indian minister of domestic trade ended his 
speech, Dr. Ghafouori, the minister of energy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
pointed out the recent trip of Hojjat Ol-Eslam Hashemi-Rafsanjani and his asso- 
ciates to India and said that India could cooperate with us in regard to the 
electric industries and dam construction fields and we are willing to cooperate 
with the nonaligned countries. Continuing his speech he added: In the planning 
for our country, priority has been given to the agriculture and this indicates 
our needs for dams and securing water supplies. Dr. Ghafouori added: The pre- 
vious regime in Iran was very dependent and a great portion of our foodstuffs 
were imported but with the victory of the Islamic revolution in Iran we attach 
special importance tothe agriculture. 


Iran and India Will Cooperate in Railways and Transportation 


Also in the meeting between Nezhad-Hosenian, our countr;'s minister of roads 
and transportation and Shiv Raj, first Dr. Nezhad-Hosenian said: In our 
political framework of 'Neither East Nor West' and passing through the stages 
of self-sufficiency and also in reconstructing our country after the war, we 
can benefit from India, especially in the railway industries. Pointing out 

the resources needed for the railways in our country, which in the past de- 
pended on the West, our country's minister of roads and transportation used 

the railways as an example and added that in the previous regime, 400 out of the 
410 locomotives were U.S.-made, but during the economic embargo, our committed 
workers were very useful in repairing and reactivating the locomotives. 


In regard to the cooperation between the two countries in the area of railways, 
he said: As far as the railway tools and parts and also tracks are concerned 
there are possibilities of cooperation between the two countries and we would 
like to acquire the railroads construction knowledge and technology from India. 
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Concerning ports and navigation, he said an Iranian-Indian navigation company is 
in existence and we can expand this exchange of needed materials and products. 


After Dr. Nezhad-Hosenian's speech Shiv Raj, the minister of domestic trade of 
India, speaking about the Islamic Revolution of Iran and the philosophy that our 
revolution is founded on, said: I have no knowledge about railways, but as far 
as ports and their construction are concerned, India has acquired skills that 

we would be willing to offer you. In regard to navigation expansion, he said 
India may be able to assist Iran in this field. The minister of domestic trade 
of India made favorable promises in regard to the long-term expansion of air 
transportation and said there are small aircraft being made in India which 

could be useful in Iran too. 


The Islamic Republic News Agency adds that talks about railways and transpor- 
tation and all other topics related to roads and transportation on the whole 
are to be continued. 


Indian minister of domestic trade: India is ready to cooperate with the Islamic 
Republic in technical and nuclear fields. 


Head of the Atomic Energy Organization: We hope that the two countries can 
assist each other in the nuclear fields. 


Shiv Raj, the minister of domestic trade of India, and his associates met and 
talked with Reza Amrollahi, chief of the energy organization, at the office of 
the Atomic Energy Organization. 


At the 1-1/2 hour meeting Reza Amrollahi, pointing out the protocol signed by 
the Governments of Iran and India in 1977 and the fact that the previous regime 
had evaded its implementation because of its dependency on the West, wished that 
the two countries would be able to assist one another based on the said protocol. 


At this meeting, areas of technical cooperation for activities related to the 
Booshehr power plant, expanding mutual cooperation in educational fields, 
Iranian nuclear professional force in Indian nuclear centers and mutual co- 
operation between the Atomic Energy Organizations of Iran and India regarding 
the utilization of the Indian professional force to pursue some of the tech- 
nical affairs between Iran and the French company “Aurodiff" were also dis- 
cussed. 


At the end, expressing his satisfaction with the meeting, the Indian minister 
of domestic trade said: India is basically ready to cooperate in every aspect 
of technical and nuclear fields with the Islamic Republic of Iran and announced 
his agreement, in principle, with all the above issues. 


Indian minister of domestic trade: The Indian delegation has agreed to purchase 
its needed products from Iran in exchange for the export of industrial machinery 
and agricultural products and transfer of technology. 


Minister of trade of Iran: Due to the short stay of the delegation, it has 


been determined that there will be an exchange of delegations on all the agreed 
issues, in the near future. 
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The final meeting on commercial negotiations between Iran and India was held in 

the Pavilion Hall at Mehrabad Airport and at this meeting a statement of mutual 

understanding between the ministers of the two countries was signed in regard to 
the three fields of trade, industry and technological exchange. 


In an exclusive interview with a reporter of the Islamic Republic of Iran News 
Agency on the agreement between the Islamic Republic of Iran and India, Habibol- 
lah Asgar-Owladi, our country's minister of commerce, said: In the field of 
trade the Islamic Republic of Iran agreed to import its basic needed products 
such as meat, rice, barley, corn, sugar, tea, etc. from India. Agreements have 
also been reached on other products available in India, such as textiles and 
leather, which are needed by [our] country. Asgar-Owladi added also that use- 
ful agreements were reached with Indian authorities concerning the import of 
Indian-made industrial products to this country, such as the tools needed for 
light industries, intermediary products and tools and means needed for the heavy 
road-construction and transpo: tation industries. 


Our country's minister of commerce, in regard to the aspects that were agreed 
upon concerning the exchange of technical and technological experts, said that 
the Indian delegation agreed to facilitate the procurement of technological 
services needed for our country. Those include the expansion of water supplies, 
construction projects and dam-constructions, and also the technology needed for 
ore refining, agricultural machinery and small industries. 


Commenting on the statement of mutual understanding at the end of this inter- 
view our country's minister of commerce added: Due to the short period of this 
trip and the extent and variety of the issues discussed between the two coun- 
tries, such as trade, banking, industry and the technology, it has been decided 
that exchange of delegations in all the fields of agreement will take place in 
the near future, so that after study and further investigation, matters such as 
trade and industrial exchange will be acted upon. 


According to this report Shiv Raj, the minister of domestic trade, and the head 
of the commercial and economic delegation of India left Tehran for India, after 
signing the said statement of mutual understanding. Before leaving Tehran, in 
a short interview with the economic correspondent of Islamic Republic News 
Agency, Shiv Raj said: The accords that our delegation reached with the 
Iranians has been very fruitful and a new chapter in the economic and political 
relations of our countries is being opened. 


He added: During our short stay in Iran, we met with the leaders of the Islamic 
Revolution of Iran and also with government officials who informed us of their 
positions on the international affairs and the relations between the two coun- 
tries; and the expansion of these relations were discussed. 


At the end of this interview, he added that as a result of the delegation's 
meetings with its Iranian counterparts through signing a statement of mutual 
understanding, the delegation has agreed that in exchange for the export of a 
variety of industrial products and different road construction and agricultural 
machinery, etc. and also transfer of technology, India will purchase its 

needed foodstuffs from the Islamic Republic of Iran. 


12213 
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BRIEFS 


INTERNAL CLASHES--Following the unrest in Kordestan in the past few months-- 
which has so far left hundreds of dead and wounded--repeated clashes have 
recently occurred in most of the northern cities of the country. According 
to reports, in clashes around the city of Tavelesh, 19 guards were annihi- 
lated by the opposition. [Text] [GF131746 (Clandestine) Radio Iran in Per- 
sian to Iran 1330 GMT 13 Oct 82] 


RESPONSE TO UAE PRESIDENT'S CALL--Tehran, 13 Oct, IRNA--In a reply to the head 
of the UAE, Shaykh Zayid Ibn Sultan al Nuhayyan, President Khamene'i today 
sent a message in which he reiterated that the Islamic Republic was willing to 
make peace in the two-year-old Iraqi i posed war but not by dispensing the 
rights of the Iranian Muslim people. The UAE head had called upon the presi- 
dent to take measures in an effort to end the war for the sake of the blood 
of the Muslims. He also requested the president to give a positive response 
to the "honest efforts" being made to bring the war to an end. Khamene’i said 
that there should be no doubts remaining that the Islamic Republic was not 
interested in continuing the war and was interested in a just peace more than 
any other country. "Unfortunately those who could pressure the aggressor 
(Iraq) to submit to justice and pay for the lost rights of the great Iranian 
nation instead aggrevated and prolonged the war through financial, material 
and political support of the aggressors," he said. President Khamene'i also 
expressed concern for the indifference of the Islamic countries toward his 
call for a meeting to discuss the Zionist aggressions. He added that this 
indifference was a usual response by these countries in all matters relating 
to Palestine and Lebanon. [Text] [GF131622 Tehran IRNA in English 1653 GMT 
13 Oct 82] 


PERSIAN GULF HOSPITAL SHIP--The 30-—bed Jerusalem Hospital ship belonging to 
the islamic. Republic of Iran Red Crescent Society will soon resume its opera- 
tions in the Persian Gulf. This ship which started operations in Persian 

Gulf in 1972 is the second of its kind in the world. With emergency, pediatrics, 
general, gynecological surgery, orthodonics, wards and laboratory and radio- 
logy sections it is able to accept and render medical care and treatment to 
many deprived people in Persian Gulf ports and Iranian islands. According to 
this report the Jerusalem Hospital ship which has a crew of about 25 has been 
prepared for operation after its hull was repaired in India and its [word 
indistinct], elevators, refrigeration and airconditioning systems and its 
electrical and electronic circuits were repaired by committed workers of the 
Bushehr marine center. When its medical team is complete it will resume opera- 
tions between the ports of Jask and ‘Abbas. [Text] [DL141030 ‘Yehran Domestic 
Service in Persian 0730 GMT 14 Oct 82] 
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BAZARGAN EXPULSION FROM MAJLIS DEMANDED--A great number of righteous fighters 
against falsehood and brothers and sisters from Abadan attended a memorial 
service at Bandan yesterday and paid tribute to the 4th martyr of the clergy, 
Ayatollah Ashrafi-Esfahani, representative of the imam and Friday imam of 
Bakhtaran, whe was killed by the hypocrites, who are black-hearted and ig- 
norant of God. Similarly, people from various walks of life gathered in 
Masjed-e Soleyman yesterday for a mourning session. At this meeting Ahmad 
Qaza'i, the revolutionary prosecutor at Masjed-e Soleyman condemned the 
deviationists, the anti-Islamic groups, the hypocrites and other minigroups of 
counterrevolutionaries who are trying to isolate the Islamic revolution and 
the clergymen, trying to deprive the society of its spiritual leadership and 
trying to destroy the Velayat-e Faqih. At this meeting the people present de- 
manded the expulsion of Bazargan from the Majlis. [Excerpts] [GF181222 Ahvaz 
Domestic Service in Persian 1330 GMT 17 Oct 82] 


PILOT SEEKS ASYLUM IN AUSTRIA--According to our correspondent in Austria, 
Captain Keyhan Jahanfar asked for asylum in Vienna after landing an Iran Air 
Boeing 707 in the cicy. He contacted the airport authorities to ask for poli- 
tical asylum from the Austrian Government. The offices of Mojahedin-e Khalq 
Organization [MKO] in Paris made an announcement in this respect today. The 
announcement states that Captain Jahanfar sent a letter to the MKO office yes- 
terday in which he revealed many of the criminal actions of the regime of 
mullahs and he condemned the suppression of those struggling for freedom of 
Iran and announced his support for MKO. He also announced that he will hold 
a press conference in Vienna on 18 October and will reveal. all the informa- 
tion he has concerning the execution of over 20,000 and imprisonment of over 
50,000 members of groups opposing the mullahs' regime who are prisoners of the 
executioners of the regime and are being held in the most adverse conditions 
and are subjected to barbaric torture. [Text] [GF171832 (Clandestine) Free 
Voice of Iran in Persian to Iran 1500 GMT 17 Oct 82] 


REMOVAL OF KHOMEYNT PHOTOS--With the gradual demise of the luck of the regime 
of the "imposed republic" we daily hear heart-warming news and good tidings from 
Iran about the struggle of the patriots and the true noble sons of this land. 
[word indistinct] reminds the broken hearts and fatigued minds of millions 
of [ranians of the good old days of liberty. We received a report from 
Tabriz that 2 days before the Tehran's Naser Khosrow explosion there was a 
major power outage in most districts of Tabriz for several hours. This city 
was thus in the darkness for sometime. The struggling patriots removed the 
photographs of Khomeyni, the executioner, and the slogans and marks of the 
shameful republic from the face of their city in these hours to the best of 
their ability and replaced them with photographs of Reza Pahlavi. [Text] 
[GF171836 (Clandestine) Free Voice of Iran in Persian to Iran 1500 GMT 17 Oct 
82 ] 


COUNTERREVOLUTIONARY BASES CAPTURED--Following the crushing and repeated blows 
against counterrevolutionary centers and organizational bases in western 
Azerbayjan and Kordestan by the powerful combatants of Islam, the forces of 
Islam captured the town of (?Rabat)--10 km northeast of Sar Dasht--during a 
successful operation last night. (?Rabat) had been one of the joint [as heard] 
bases of counterrevolutionary hypocrites minigroups and American mercenaries. 
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According to IRNA, several counterrevolutionaries were killed or wounded 
during this operation and some were arrested. In a statement the joint 
commander of the Hamzeh Seyyed (As-Shohada) base thanked the Muslim Kurdish 
people--especially the combative tribesmen in the area--for their ungrudging 
cooperation. He also asked them: With the help of God Almighty, now that 
the counterrevolutionaries' command bases are receiving crushing blows on 
all sides ‘rom the forces of Islam, you should identify the counterrevolution- 
ary leaders who intend to escape to villages or flee the country and report 
them to the forces of Islam. According to IRNA the combatants of Islam 
cleansed the (?Me'lam) and (?0smanabad) heights in the Sar Dasht region of 
the filthy presence of counterrevolutionaries during an outstanding and 
audacious operation. Three rebels affiliated with foreigners were arrested 
during this operation. [Text] [1D171850 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 
1630 GMT 17 Oct 82] 


FALSE BOMB THREAT TO BAKHTIAR--Dear compatriots: Following the report about 
a bomb being planted in front of the resident of Dr Shapur Bakhtiar, the 
leader of the National Resistance Movement of Iran, the French police immed- 
iately arrived on the scene and using bomb disposal experts dismantled a 
vehicle supposedly containing a large amount of explosives. They announced 
that the call was a hoax and there was no bomb in the vehicle. However, se- 
curity checks in the area continue. [Text] [GF191446 (Clandestine) Radio 
IRAN in Persian to Iran 1411 GMT 19 Oct 82] 


CSO: 4600/37 
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ISRAEL 


PUBLIC DIVIDED ON REAGAN'S PLAN 
TAO80953 Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 8 Oct 82 p 3 


[Report by political correspondent Mark Segal: "THE JERUSALEM POST Poll: 
Clear-cut Division Over Reagan's Plan"'] 


[Text] Tel Aviv--Israelis are clearly divided over two key current issues: 
acceptance of President Ronald Reagan's plan for a negotiated settlement 

in the region and readiness to make territorial compromises in the adminis- 
tered territories. 


There is a sharp split in the population over whether to countenance the 
U.S. President's plan, with the hardline opposition softening somewhat 
since the massacre in the West Beirut refugee camps. Not unexpectedly 
there were more Likud supporters among those outrightly rejecting the 
Reagan plan, and more Labour voters among those amenable to it. 


The country is almost equally divided between those against any territorial 
compromise in Judaea and Samaria in exchange for peace with Jordan, and 
those amenable to various degrees of concession. Interestingly, the Beirut 
massacre had virtually no effect on this major national debate. In fact, 
when it came to the issue of adding settlements in Judaea, Samaria and the 
Golan, the war in Lebanon had apparently swung one-tenth of the population 
to the hawkish camp. 


The above emerged from THE JERUSALEM POST opinion poll, conducted by the 
Modi'in Ezrahi Research Institute among 1,265 adults between September 

15 and 25. By chance the pollsters were out in the field before Rosh 
Hashana [New Year's Eve] (when the massacre took place) and it was decided 
to conduct a comparative poll, with a representative sample of 628 adults 
before the massacre and 627 after it. 


Q.: "Have you heard or read about the Reagan plan?" 


Postmassacre Premassacre 
Yes 81.0 84.9 
No 18.7 14.6 
Undecided 0.3 0.3 
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Q.: "How should the government of Israel respond to the Reagan plan?" 


Postmassacre Premassacre 
Outright Rejection 38.6 42.7 
Accept as Basis for 
Negotiations 36.3 35.2 
Accept in Full 2.5 2.2 
Others 1.9 1.4 
Undecided 20.7 18.5 


Institute director Dr Sara Shemer noted the swing away from the rejectionist 
line after the Beirut massacre, with those favouring the plan's acceptance 
as a basis for negotiations, divided on a 6:5 ratio. She also pointed to 
the increase in the relatively high number of undecided respendents on such 
a crucial issue. 


Analysis of the responses according to political affiliation produced the 
followins; result: 


Pro-Likud Pro-Labour 
Outright Rejection 57.2 15.1 
Accept as Basis for 
Negot iat ions 17.2 67.6 
Accept in Full 0.6 3.6 
Undecided/Not Heard 
About It 25.0 13.7 


Shemer noted the sharp division between the two camps. She also considered 
it significant that nearly a quarter of the Likud supporters either had not 
heard of the Reagan plan, or were undecided about it. 


Q.: "Are you for a peace agreement with Jordan obliging Israel to terri- 
torial compromise in Judaea and Samaria?" 


September September August June 
Postmassacre Premassacre 
No Compromise 52.0 54.0 46.8 53.1 
Yes, Parts of Judaea 
and Samaria 34.2 34.7 40.4 35.9 
Yes, all of Judaea 
and Samaria except 
for East Jerusalem 8.5 7.6 9.0 7.4 
Undecided 2.6 2.4 1.8 2.0 
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Shemer noted that the events in Beirut had hardly changed overall trends 
of opinion. She pointed to the shift at the height of the war in August 
and the ensuing reversion to hawkish trends at the expense of the centrist 
camp. 


Q.: "Should we continue with settlements in Judaea, Samaria and the Golan?" 
September September August 
Postmassacre Premassacre 
No 25.7 26.3 21.8 
Yes, Unconditionally 53.2 54.6 41.7 
Yes, But Only in Certain 
Areas 11.3 10.2 13.5 


Yes, But Not at Expense 
of Social Welfare and 


Education - 0.2 5.6 
Yes, But Not Against 

World Opinion .6 0.5 0.6 
Yes, But Not to Jeopardize 

the Autonomy Talks 0.5 1.3 1.7 
Yes, Other Conditions 5.6 4.6 11.7 
Undecided 3.1 2.3 3.3 


Here again, Shemer felt that the events in Beirut had little influence on 
opinions relating to the future of the territories. However compared to 
the August poll, there had been a trend to the hawkish and dovish positions 
at the expense of the centre, with a 10 per cent swing to the hawks, and 

a four per cent shift to the doves. 


Shemer believes a major reason for the swing to the hawkish line was the 
backlash to publication of the Reagan plan. 


CSO: 4400/29 
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ISRAEL 





AGUDAT YISRA'EL 'UNLIKELY' TO BOLT COALITION 


TA100830 Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 10 Oct 82 p 3 


[News analysis by Asher Wallfish: "Aguda Unlikely to Bolt 'Lucrative' 
Coalition"] 


[Excerpts] If some members of the Labour-Mapam Alignment believed they. 
could count on the support of Agudat Yisra'el to topple the present Begin 
coalition, their assumption has been proved wrong. 


The public, and probably many politicians, have been confused by sensa- 
tional press reports about the attitude of Agudat Yisra'el leaders to the 
future of the present coalition. These reports have often been contra- 
dictory, as evidenced just two days ago. 


One statement, attributed to "circles close to Rabbi Eli'ezer Schach," 
one of the two main figures in the Council of Torah Sages, claimed that 
in the rabbi's personal opinion, the Aguda should not act to bring the 
government down, but at the same time should not rule out a possible 
future Alignment government. 


A few hours later the reporter who circulated the first statement began 
contradicting it. He quoted Mk Avraham Shapira, chairman of the coalition 
and a top man in the Aguda faction, as having been told “over the phone 

by Rabbi Schach," that the statement by his circles about "not disqualifying 
a future Alignment government" was unfounded. 


The political utterances of the members of the Council of Torah Sages are 
difficult to learn directly at any one time. They are conveyed at second 
and third hand with varying degrees of accuracy. Sometimes the opponents 
of one sage deliberately spread a false version of his views, to cause 
trouble. 


By and large, Rabbi Schach and his followers are political minimalists on 
national and zionist issues. The other large wing of ultra-orthodox jewry, 
the Gerer Hasidim, generally take a more activist stand on national and 
zionist issues. By and large, the Schach camp are more unhappy with the 
Likud politically than the Gerer Hasidin. 
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These days, privately, the number of Aguda figures who have misgivings 
about the activist policies of the Begin coalition is slowly growing. 
But publicly the Aguda will show loyalty to the prime minister, and its 
faction will do nothing to threaten the coalition. 


Reports about the possible "disloyalty" of the four-man Aguda faction stem 
in part from sensationalist journalism, and in part from a misunderstanding 
about how the orthodox community perceives its best interests. 


None of the four Aguda Knesset members expressed readiness to bring the 
coalition down, in line with Alignment and Shinuy machinations. Even 
Shapira's remark about an Alignment-led government "being no tragedy" was 
either misquoted, or torn out of context, to create a sensationalist news- 
paper story. All Shapira said was that "if democratic elections led to 
the formation of a new government led by the Alignment, it would be no 
tragedy." He ruled out the toppling of the present coalition without 
elections, as a result of floor-crossings and abandonment of coalition 
commitments--which is what the Alignment is now aiming for. 


The Aguda Mk's realise that they would be very foolish to bite the Begin 
hand which has fed them so generously in the past five years. The four of 
them have met with Begin twice in the past 10 days, to discuss various 
issues, and at both meetings, they assured the prime minister that he could 
count on their loyal support in the Knesset. That does not mean to say 
that a new election which would create a different balance of power in the 
Knesset and hence an Alignment-led coalition would not perhaps see the 
Aguda within that coalition. The Aguda's decision would be taken by the 
Council of Torah Sages on pragmatic grounds. 


Nor does it mean to say that a number of important Aguda figures are not 
alarmed by Begin's activist policies. But they do not express their 
alarm publicly except for the Belzer rabbi, who is in a minority of one. 


Since the war in Lebanon began, no Aguda committee or institution has 
taken a new stand on the future of the coalition. Tensions and jealousies 
within the Council of Torah Sages are such that the council is not likely 
to convene unless and until some real crisis happens. 


Avraham Shapira and his three parliamentary colleagues do not want to see 

a crisis in the coalition that would lead to a reshuffle, and they do not 

want elections before the due date in 1985. They simply want to enjoy the 
same lucrative relations with the coalition and the administration for as 

long as possible. 


Shapira said last month that he objected to early elections because of 

the deplorable waste of public funds involved. He was undoubtedly sincere. 
But another unexpressed reason against early elections, in his eyes, was 
that they could split the Aguda into two. The Gerer Hasidim have long 
wanted to dislodge the two faction veterans, Menahem Porush and Shlomo 
Lorinez, and introduce the principle of rotation, 
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The Gerer Hasidim would campaign vigorously to keep Porush and Lorincz 
out of the next list. Porush and Lorincz would fight tooth and nail to 
stay on the list, and would mobilize all the Aguda voters whom they have 
benefited materially in the past five years from state funds, to rally 
round their cause. Me'a She'arim and Bene Beraq would be threatened by 
an orthodox style civil war. 


CSO: 4400/29 
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ISRAEL 


MATI GOLAN SPECULATES ON BEGIN-SHARON RELATIONS 
TA111435 Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 11 Oct 82 p 7 
[Commentary by Mati Golan: "Begin's Dilemma" ] 


[Text] One can assume with a reasonable amount of certainty that a smile 
of happiness does not adorn the prime minister's face when the figure of 
Defense Minister Ari'el Sharon stands before him. After 'Ezer Weizman's 
resignation as defense minister, Menahem Begin refrained for a long time 
from giving the position to Sharon, mainly due to fears resulting from 
his character. Today Begin understands that these fears have come true, 
even beyond his expectations. 


Even if the prime minister accepts the principle of his ministerial respon- 
sibility, this does not mean that he is reconciled, with bowed head, to 

the situation into which he has chanced. Many commentators say that in 
everything connected with the war in Lebanon, Begin's direct responsibility 
is no less than that of Sharon. From a technical-formalistic point of view, 
this statement is flawless. Begin's government approved, in advance or 
retroactively, all the steps of the war. Begin himself decided, without 
consulting his cabinet, to enter West Beirut. Even the permission for the 
phalangists to enter the Sabra and Shatila camps was given following an 
earlier cabinet decision. 


From the formalistic viewpoint then, Begin cannot make any claims against 
Sharon. The feeling of frustration bee-tting him is not necessarily con- 
nected with the popular argument that he is being led around by the nose. 
This feeling has its roots in the simpler recognition that the advice 
Sharon gave him was misleading and harmful. 


The practical result is that today in the prime minister's service there 
is a defense minister whose words and judgments he cannot put faith in. 
The prime minister could perhaps live with this difficult situation-- 
though with great distress--but what makes the situation unbearable is 
that Sharon's presence is liable to rock the coalition's foundations. 


The inescapable conclusion, therefore, is that Sharon must go. The question 
of how to carry out this conclusion is the dilemma the prime minister is 
now facing. One possibility is to wait for the commission of inquiry to 
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finish its work, hoping that its findings will force the defense minister 
to resign. On the face of it, this way seems natural and most simple. 
However, when one examines it in depth, it emerges that this is liable to 
be a deadend, with respect to the prime minister. Essentially, this is 

the assessment on the way the various coalition partners see things: 

From their point of view, the massacre in Beirut is not the only element, 
nor even the main one, requiring Sharon's departure from the government. 
Therefore the commission cf inquiry and its findings have no significant 
relevance to the partners' growing feeling of dissatisfaction over the 
presence of Sharon in the cabinet. The National Religious Party, Tami and 
even the Agudat Yisra'el faction think that each additional day that Sharon 
serves as defense minister causes some kind of damage to Israel's interests. 
The prime minister cannot count with certainty on these factions’ waiting 
for the commission of inquiry to reach its findings. The longer Begin 
continues to stand by Sharon, the greater the possibility is that one of 
these factions will work up the courage to make the daring jump into the 
arms cf the Alignment. 


However, even if the coalition survives the period of investigation, it is 
doubtful if the wait will be justified. The belief that Sharon will apply 
to himself the principle of ministerial responsibility borders on blind 
naivete. Sharon's tactics are clear: the massacre must be investigated, 
but it should not be made the central concern of our lives. And what then 
is the central concern? The struggle for the integrity of Eretz Yisra‘el. 
And who threatens this integrity? Not Syria, not the PLO and not Saudi 
Arabia. The chief enemy now is the United States of America. It is the 
one which wants to steal the shirt off a poor man's back. Peace could 
already have been achieved with Lebanon, Sharon declared to the Tagar 
circle, but the United States is preventing this development. Why? Sharon 
is not willing to expand, but he has "proof." 


Hints and insinuations, this is the method of action: Incitement, vilifica- 
tion, without proof, without evidence. And all to create the impression 
that hostile forces are trying to destroy us. And at the breach stands 
just one man whose spiritual strength and power of faith are the sole 
guarantor against the realization of this wicked design. This message 
contains the reason for shirking ministerial responsibility. Indeed, says 
Sharon, if he is found responsible and guilty, there is ministerial respon- 
sibility for the events of Sabra and Shatila. However, there is a higher 
responsibility: national responsibility, responsibility which requires 

me, Ari'‘el Sharon, to continue in my post. This being the case, the 
alternative is open to the prime minister: dismiss the defense minister, 
the authority to do so being invested in him by law. 


Begin's shying away from this way stems from all the reasons connected 
with Sharon's expected refusal to willingly resign. The prime minister 
knows full well that Sharon will not reconcile himself to such a verdict. 
All the slime he throws at the Alignment today will be like a fragrant 
smelling perfume compared to the bitters he will feed Begin. Sharon is 
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already gathering indicting documents for whatever troubles may arise. 

Begin is in a situation in which he must choose between the lesser of two 
evils. As painful as this operation may be, it seems that the lesser evil 
is dismissal of the defense minister; not only because of Sabra and Shatila, 
but as a result of his policy, lies, incitement, his shakey position in 

the IDF, and his undermining of the foundations of relations with the 
United States. 


Today, the pain from such an operation could be relatively limited. The 
prime minister still commands much more moral authority than Sharon. 

Apart from a core of foolish adherents, there are not many people in the 
country who still believe what Sharon says. Moreover, even this core will 
face a difficult problem when it has to decide between supporting the 

prime minister or the dismissed Sharon. Between "Begin, Begin" and "Sharon, 
king of Israel'' the scales will doubtlessly tip in favor of "Begin, Begin," 
even if he emerges from the contest with some scratches and scars. How- 
ever, the emphasis is on "today," on the immediacy of such an operation. 
The longer the prime minister delays making the inevitable decision, he 
makes carrying it out harder and more painful. 


CSO: 4400/29 
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ISRAEL 


COMMUNIST LEADER WANTS BEGIN, SHARON REMOVED 
TAO91618 Tel Aviv ITIM in Febrew 1555 GMT 9 Oct 82 
[Rakah spokesman announcement ] 


[Text] Tel Aviv, 9 Oct--The Communist Press Festival was held today in 
the 'Iron forest and was attended by thousands of Jews and Arabs. Rakah 
Secretary General MK Me'ir Wilner said in his opening remarks: If it 

is possible to overthrow the Begin government without elections, all 
the better. If not, it will be necessary to hold elections. The most 
important thing ic to remove the Begin-Sharon government, but a change 
of administration is not the end of the story. A change of administra- 
tion is currently the most important tasx, but what is still more impor- 
tant is a change in the policy. What should be striven toward is a policy 
that would put an end to wars and bring a just Israeli-Palestinian peace. 
We are interested in obtaining a most broad front for peace, not only a 
movement that says no to things, but a peace movement that promotes the 
principle of a just peace founded on the establishment of a Palestinian 
state side by side with Israel. 


Dance troupes and choruses that were scheduled to appear at the festival 
ultimately did not because of the mourning over the massacre in the 
Shatila and Sabra refugee camps. Similarly the performance by a Bulgarian 
dance troupe and choir scheduled to come specially for the festival and 
later to appear in Israeli settlements was also canceled. A special dele- 
gation on behalf of the Bulgarian press attended the festival. 


cso: 4400/29 
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ISRAEL 





BETHLEHEM MAYOR VISITS SLAIN PLO MEMBER'S FAMILY 


TA100756 Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 10 Oct 82 p 3 
[Report by David Richardson] 


[Text] Kafr Qallil--Scores of people from the entire spectrum of political 
opinion in the West Bank as well as delegations of Palestinians from Gaza 
and from Galilee have come to this village outside Nablus to pay their 
respects to the family of Sa'd Sayil (Abu Al-Walid), the PLO's top strate- 
gist who was killed in an ambush in the Al-Biqa' two weeks ago. 


Among those who visited the family last week were Bethlehem Mayor Ilyas 
Frayj, one of the leading moderate and pro-Jordanian politicians in the 
area. His visit was immediately seen by West Bank observers as a signifi- 
cant gesture in the burgeoning rapprochement between Jordan and the PLO. 


Abu Al-Walid's brother Sulayman said the PLO leader had always favoured 
establishing a Palestinian state on whatever part could be regained of 
the West Bank. 


The last message the family had from him was from a meeting with a West 
Banker a week before the PLO's withdrawal from Beirut. Abu Al-Walid, 


according to this person, was optimistic and also divulged that he had 
met the captive Israeli pilot Aharon Ahi'az. 


cSO: 4400/29 
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ISRAEL 


MOST ISRAELIS OPPOSE PALESTINIAN STATE 
TA120829 Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 12 Oct 82 p 3 
[Report on poll by political correspondent Mark Segal] 


[Text] Tel Aviv--The number of Israelis holding that the Reagan plan 

poses a threat to Israel's security has increased since the Beirut massacre. 
On the other hand since that event, more people believe that the plan offers 
greater prospects for peace in the Middle East. About three-quarters of 

the public oppose the idea of a Palestinian state, with just under one- 
quarter for it, as long as it is established outside Israel's present 
borders. 


The facts emerged from the latest JERUSALEM POST public opinion poll con- 
ducted by the Modi'in Ezrahi Research Institute. A comparative survey 
was conducted among a representative sample of 628 adults before the 
massacre in Beirut, and among 627 adults after it. 


Q. "In your opinion, does the Reagan plan pose a threat to Israeli 
security?" 


Post- Pre- 

Massacre Massacre 
A Grave Threat 22.6 25.0 
A Certain Threat 44.9 41.1 
No Threat 11.9 15.4 
Undecided 20.6 18.5 


While Dr Sara Shemer of Modi'in Ezrahi noted that most Israelis see a 
threat of some kind in the Reagan plan, and only a minority don't see any 
threat, she found it noteworthy that there was such a high ratio of 
respondents who couldn't make up their minds. 


Shemer noted that whereas most (70.7 per cent) Likud supporters considered 
that there was some threat in the plan, most (78.6 per cent) of the labour 
camp either see only a certain threat or none ar all. 
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Q. "Does the Reagan plan offer any prospect of bringing peace to the Middle 
East?" 


Post- Pre- 

Massacre Massacre 
Good Prospect 5.8 303 
Certain Prospect 39.6 35.7 
None 33.3 40.9 
Undecided 21.3 18.1 


Shemer noted that whereas most opinion in the wake of the massacre from a 
majority holding that the plan offered no prospect of peace to one holding 
that it did offer a certain prospect [as published]. She stressed, however, 
that most Israelis appear to be pessimistic on this score. 


Examining the correlation between party affinity and respondents' answers, 
Shemer found that whereas 47 per cent of Likud supporters felt that the 
plan offered little hope of peace, some 60 per cent of Labour voters 
thought it did. 


Q. "Are you for a Palestinian state?" 


Sept. Sept. August 
Post- Pre- 
Massacre Massacre 
No 72.1 76.1 64.9 
Yes, in Lebanon 0.8 0.2 0.9 
Yes, in Jordan (East Bank) 10.4 7.3 14.6 
Yes, in Another Arab Country 
(Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Syria) 5.5 3.0 1.9 
Yes, in Judaea and Samaria 2.2 4.1 > Py 
Yes, Elsewhere 5.6 6.9 4.4 
Undecided 3.4 2.4 8.1 


Shemer cited the 10 per cent swing since August among the majority opposing 
the idea of a Palestinian state. She also pointed out that even after the 
Beirut massacre some 22 per cent favoured the notion, with about half (10 
per cent ) seeing Jordan as Palestine. The small minority favouring such 

a state in the West Bank has shrunk by half to 2.2 per cent since August. 


A demographic profile of those opposing the Palestinian state idea showed 
strongest feelings among the 50-plus age group, immigrants from North 
Africa, lower status groups and the religious. 


CSO: 4400/29 
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ISRAEL 


FUNCTIONS, ACTIVITIES OF DRUZE UNIT IN LEBANON DISCUSSED 
Tel Aviv BAMAHANE in Hebrew No 46, 18 Aug 82 pp 24-25 
[Article by Israel Volman: "They Do Not Want a Refuge" ] 


[Text] Were you expecting exotic supermen, dark brown muscular creatures, 
Oriental "war lions" charging into battle and conquering with ease? If that 
is what you were looking for, go to the comic books. 


Ture, that was the image of the unit known in the past as the "Druze forma- 
tion."' Serious men. We found men, we found Druze, but the style is different. 


And, truly, the Druze soldiers have an image problem. They worry about it and 
it disturbs their peace of mind, They do not want to be set apart, they want 
to take an active role in the work and the action. In Israel, they want a 
situation in which they will be understood and will not be mistaken for volun- 
teers or scouts who specfalize in carrying out limited objectives. 


We came to the unit and found soldiers and officers worried about basic 
problems and good at expressing what was on their minds. We came to observe 
and succeeded, especially, in listening. 


We met some of the soldiers in the midst of getting settled at a new command 
post in an abandoned private school which the terrorists had used in the past 
and which was rented at full price to the IDF. We knew that the unit was 
involved recently in mopping-up operations in the central sector. We also 

knew that it had played a major role in the capture of Tyre, Burj al-Shamali, 
Rashidiyah and refugee camps in the coastal sector in the course of the battles 
of "Operation Peace for Galilee." And, armed with this information, we spent 

a long time with them in order to hear things which have nothing to do with 
battle descriptions and war incidents, in order to receive a general picture, 
more in depth than is shown by the dry facts, numbers and percentages connected 
with members of minority groups in the IDF. Then we moved over to the 
reconnaissance unit. There, when the order was received and the group began. 
to prepare the armored troop vehicles to head towards Beirut, we watched them 
with a mixture of worry and admiration, and we left. 


How They Widened the Opening 


First--some history. The Druze regiment in the IDF was first formed in the 
1950's. At first, it was attached to a Jewish infantry unit. In the 1970's, 
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the higher echelons decided to set up an entire regiment just for members of 
minority groups. This apparently stemmed from the substantial increase inthe 
number of non-Jewish youth who wanted to enlist in the IDF, especially in 
combat units. Until a few months ago, the unit had become a kind of general 
headquarters responsible for everything to do with minorities in the IDF. 
During its early years, the unit commanded Israel's northern border, especially 
the Lebanese border. Later, the Druze were also integrated into Jewish regi- 
ments in the South. But this "later" did not happen by chance. By chance or 
not, several attempts had been made to integrate Jewish soldiers into the 
Druze units. They saw that it worked out fine and tried to widen the opening 
which had been created, And that is how a complete reserve unit composed of 
Jewish soldiers was surreptitiously moved under the command of the Druze unit. 
Even more surprising, the matchmaking succeeded beyond what was expected. 

Now, since the decision of the IDF to allow a Druze soldier to join any unit 
(according, of course, to his individual abilities), the unit is an almost 
average infantry unit composed of Druze and Jews together in an equal relation- 
ship. Even so, it is still hard to define what goes on as a complete "inter- 
marriage." Its praised reconnaissance unit, for example, defined as a 
professional regiment, is composed of regular soldiers all of whom are Druze. 
fhe other regiments are less homogeneous. There, Jewish soldiers serve side 
by side with soldiers of other religions. 


It seems that despite the relative success of this integration into the IDF 
order, through "open lines" and lack of preservation of religious and communal 
individuality, opinions among the Druze themselves in this matter are divided 
for various reasons. Captain Sa'id Rafiq, commander of the reconnaissance 
unit, would like to see the Druze soldiers scattered throughout the IDF on 
the basis of their achievements. He opposes the frameworks which separate 
them. 


"I am not in favor of recruitment of groups of Druze as Druze," he says. 

"T don't want to hear about a unit of minorities." And he cites two reasons 
for this. The first is merely explanatory. "The soldiers of the IDF do not 
know us ard are not aware of the fact that we play a part in the national 
objective and that we serve in the army like everyone else. The second reason, 
no less important in his opinion, touches on the military-professional per- 


spective. "A Druze unit represents a ‘refuge’ for Druze who were discharged 
from other combat units or those who for reasons of comfort prefer to be in 
it. A soldier who knows that this ‘home' exists will not try as hard to per- 


feet his skills as a fighter in 'Golani' or in the paratroopers. He will end 
up here, and he knows it from the start. This reduces his motivation to suc- 
ceed and represents an obstacle to further effort. He sets himself up to give 


up on this effort." Sa'idfeels these things deeply. He himself was a 
fighter in a paratroop unit. "After a week," he confesses, "I began to 
tiiink about the Druze unit. It is much easier from the social point of view 


ind as far as shared experiences, holidays familiar to everyone, and language 
are concerned. And, in fact, I came here. Today," he adds, "if I were in 

the same position, I would restrain myself, grit my teeth and stay there." 
Sa'id says that not long ago, at the time of absorption of Druze recruits in 
minority units, the ideology of the narrow interest grew. He worked hard to 
convince them not to join his unit. "I did a lot to help them become inte- 
grated into the paratroops and Golani until, finally," he laughts, "I received 
fewer soldiers." 
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Sa'id argues further that serving in a command position in the minority unit 
represents an obstacle to advance within the IDF to senior levels of comnand 

in other forces. The percentage of lieutenant colonels and of colonels is 

low. A soldier who advances here will find it difficult to continue in 
another infantry unit because every senior commander prefers (understandably 
so) to choose a man who has grown up with him, who knows his unit. For this 
reason, in recent years, some Druze officers at the level of major or lieutenant 
colonel have left the army because they had nowhere to gé except to teaching 
positions. 


At the Table in the Village 


We are seated around a table at the improvised headquarters of the reconnais- 
sance unit under the skeleton of the apartment at their residence in this 
Lebanese village. At our side are the soldiers of the unit who carried out 
their responsibilities in the war of "Peace for Galilee" with minimum efficiency 
and the minimum of losses and earned, therefore, great praise. Some of them 
agree with their commander. And there are others who prefer things to remain 
as they are, namely, a Druze regiment, not mixed. "There are those among us," 
they say, "those who have a hard time adjusting to a different society, to its 
language and ways of life. We have to consider that." thers are prepared 

to agree to a certain meshing of Druze and Jews, in a half-and-half manner. 
"The proof is in the unit," they argue. 


Lieutenant Colonel As'ad, deputy unit commander, who grew up in it and served 
there since its establishment (with a brief interruption for academic studies) 
is good at analyzing the difficulties facing an 18-year-old Druze who is 
recruited into the IDF. "This youth," he says, "grew up in towns and villages 
and remains in a very sheltered environment. He studies, usually in Arabic 
schools, in the company of Arabs, where he learns a certain kind of extremism. 
There are no youth movements in Druze villages, no clubs. The language is 
different, the outlook is different from that of the Jewish community. .. boy 
like this is suddenly dropped into the army. And in the army he is educated 
in an entirely different way about Hebrew nationalism and Zionism. And he be- 
comes confused. He goes through a crisis, and he has a hard time functioning 
in the new framework because he has not been properly prepared for it. Only 
recently, after recommendations were made about this, branches of a Druze 
youth battalion have been set up and Druze youth have begun to go out on 
marches, advance studies and the like. Till now, unfortunately, not enough 
has been done to prepare the youth for service, especially from an ideological 
point of view. 


Lieutenant Colonel As'ad argues that there are also other sensitivities unique 
to the Druze recruit and that we ought to give some thought to them, "For 
example, when a group of Druze is recruited, many choose to serve in the para- 
troops. They choose the elitist symbol and understandably so. But the para- 
troops are a select force. Not everyone who volunteers is accepted. And here 
the problem begins, Whoever is not taken feels, incorrectly, that he has been 
discriminated against. It seems to him that the reasons have nothing to do 
with his inappropriateness for the service." These facts, according to Lt Col 
As'ad, are serious when we consider the total elimination of Druze units during 
this period. "They represent a comfortable atmosphere, and given the existing 
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conditions, it is at times necessary even though the ideal would be a total 
dispersion among IDF units. A new evaluation of the premilitary educational 
realm is needed in order to prevent this crisis in recruitment. 


We get down to specifics. We ask about what is happening in the unit itself. 
Lt Col As'ad says, almost blushing, "I am not objective. But suffice it to 

say that in this war every regiment had its part and carried out its objectives 
at the highest level whether in the area of catching terrorists, finding combat 
means, battle in residential areas, and rapid familiarization with the area." 


") Am a Jew With the Label Druze" 


First Lieutenant Hasbani Ma'da, assistant general staff officer, talks about 
relations between Jewish and Druze soldiers in the unit. "The fit has been 
very successful. At first, the Jewish group that came here held back a bit. 
‘What lousy luck,' they thought. They simply did not know where they were 
yoing. Now, relationships are natural and even more than that." 


And how do they converse? I asked. "In what language? At work--only Hebrew. 
But generally, Arabic and Hebrew are both used. It's not too bad. At home we 
also speak that way." 


Second Lieutenant Avi Turjeman, conmunications officer of the unit, confirms 
what has been said. "You ask me if I am happy with this group? What kind of 
question is that? It's a fact that I chose it and am still here." Sergeant 
Avi Alvaz, information NCO, elaborates. "I am," he says, "a Jew but with the 
label Druze, I have lived with this group for 2 years already. I know 
everything about them and they about me. I eat their food, speak their 
language. I have visited in their homes and they have visited in mine. What 
can I tell you? We are like brothers," 


The group mentions the army rabbi and the religious NCO's who are part of 
this brigade like every other military unit, They say that keeping the 
laws of 'kashrut' is taken for granted. "When kiddush is said on Sabbath 
eve, even though most of those present are Druze, everyone rises and covers 
his head," Furthermore, the rabbi, they say, is not just for the Jews. 

The rabbi, as the officer trained in matters of religion and faith, is also 
authorized to give the appropriate permission to a Druze soldier who has 
taken a 'vow' which prevents him from getting his hair cut according to the 
laws of his religion. "Generally," the group says smiling, "the Jews have 
problems with Jews, not with the Druze." 


First Lieutenant Hasbani, an intelligent and talented young man, like other 
officers we met in the unit, represents a classic example of the Druze youth 
who trusts that his future is ahead of him. "Six or 7 years ago," he says, 
"you would hardly find a single officer in each Druze village. Now, in 
Hurfeish, a small village in the Galilee, there are 52 army officers. That 
is en astonishing increase. Consciousness of the importance of service in 
the IDF is greater today? ("this possibility always existed," Lt Col As'ad 
explains, "but it was never realized. The level of enlightenment and assimi- 
lation of the Druze community in the life of the State is on the rise, and 
this fact finds expression in the army too"). "In this war, for example," 
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Hasvani notes the difference in the level of motivation, "we participated 

side by side, old team alongside a new one. In contrast to the first group 
which had fought for a long time, these youths were in the final stages of 
their training. The war took them 2 days before the graduation party. They 
did a wonderful job, shoulder to shoulder with the old-timers, through a 
strong desire to prove themselves. Once, the Druze had a problem with infer- 
iority feelings with respect to other units. Today, the problem does not 
exist." 


Who Needs To Be Hospitalized? 


These days the unit deals with sweeps and searches in the beach sector. Ona 
daily basis, following sweeps or on the basis of information acquired, terror- 
ists are captured. Captain Arye Mikyatan, operations officer for the unit, 
carries around a "black book" (which is yellow) in which he has an updated 
list of terrorists who have been captured. Arye, a reservist, an independent 
contractor in civilian life, is just completing * full months of reserve 

duty. "And that is not all," he says smiling, "I am staying on for another 

3 months!" 


We raised an eyebrow. It is true that they convinced us that service in this 
unit is no less demanding than in any other infantry unit, but "let's not 
exaggerate!" Arye offers to clarify the situation so that we do not think 
that some people like himself need to be hospitalized. "Look, during the war 
1 was a platoon commander in one of the reserve regiments in the unit. The 
regiment was dismissed. The regimental commander approached me and asked that 
I stay on to finish the job. He did not wait for an answer and slandered me 
before the unit commander. It bothered me. I asked where I could serve. 
After all, my regiment was going home. He said, don't worry, I'll find some- 
thing for you. He did, and here I am." 


And what about your wife and children? we asked. And what about your business? 


"This year is already finished." He said, "the war hit me after 3 weeks of 
reserve duty in the South. I returned home and right away the war started. 

I came and we started to catch terrorists. It went well. There are no spe- 
cial problems, there are many of them, and they aiso hide caches of arms and 
ammunition, and there is still more to do, Later the man returns home to his 
wife and children. Wherever he is, he feels bad. The terrorists are likely 
to become active again. TI stayed home for a week. I had a hard time. I 
talked to my wife and to my family. At the business, I had wasted a whole 
year anyway. And, besides, my brother agreed to take my place. So I returned. 
And here as you saw, the book was open and the hand was writing. Every day 
we catch more terrorists. Once we even found a terrorist who was born in 
Nablus. He spoke Hebrew. It turned out he once worked with a contractor who 
was a friend of mine, I thought, what would happen if I caught one who had 
worked for me? In brief, there is work to be done and someone has to do ." 


Lt Col As'ad, deputy brigade commander, sees himself as a military man, but 
clearly the problems which concern him are not limited to the dimension of 
military action. Even here, far from home in Lebanon, he is ready to explain 
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his hopes and visions for the Druze. "This is a difficult problem," he says. 
"In all sincerity, in taking the long view, I would very much want them to 

go on to higher studies and to become educated people. Whoever cannot do that 
could be trained for a profession. At present in the Druze villages, there is 
a serious employment problem. 


Lt Col As'ad worries about the continued choice of the easy way and of not 
measuring up to the reality developing in Israel. To solve this, we must be 
helped by the appropriate forces in the area of education or in those con- 
nected to the economic base. "Not long ago," he says, "I conducted a study 
during the break I got from my studies that the IDF gave me, and I compared 
the local Druze council to the local Jewish council. Both are set up in the 
same region and have a similar number of residents. I found that in a cer- 
tain area the Druze surpassed the Jews, and in another area, the situation 
was reversed. The Druze have a higher number serving in the area of defense 
(namely, the IDF and the frontier force) than the number of Jews doing this 
in the other council. There, by contrast, there are many more schools, 
libraries and clubs and residents who work near their homes. That's a fact." 


9348 
CSO: 4423/216 


81 











ISRAEL 


"DAVAR' COMMENTATOR VIEWS ARAB OPINIONS ON WEST BANK 
TA151646 Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 15 Oct 82 p 17 
[Commentary by Dani Rubinstein: "A Strange Optimism"] 


[Text] It seems somewhat strange to me that many of the Arabs of the West 
Bank and East Jerusalem, who see around them de facto annexation by the 
state of Israel, continue to believe that it will not be long before the 
Israelis will get completely out of the territories. East Jerusalem turned 
into an Arab enclave long ago, closed in by large Jewish quarters. To the 
north, south and east another belt of Israeli settlements is being built 
and Ibrahim At-Tawil, the dismissed mayor of Al-Birah, continues to say: 
"The Israelis can build and settle as much as they want, it has no signifi- 
cance. In the end the settlers will not be here." When I met him this 
week completing the construction of his new house, he said: "For my part, 
let there be another 100,000 settlers here, even in my yard. It will not 
undermine by one jot the Palestinians’ right to this land." His approach 
is optimistic: A Palestinian state will be established one way or another. 
He is sure of this, and to the question of whether it will be connected 

to Jordan, he replies: We will decide on this when the time comes, we may 
actually want to establish a federation with the state of Israel. But 
first of all we must realize our rights to self-determination in the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip. 


Bethlehem Mayor Ilyas Frayj is one of the few Arab personalities whose 
position is becoming more and more pessimistic every day. His town is 
surrounded by Jewish quarters and settlements on all sides: Gila, the 
Gush 'Etzyon settlements, the new town of Efrat, Teqo'a and the settlements 
being established on the border of the desert, and he says: “Every day 
that passes without negotiations is a catastrophe. Another 2 or 3 years 
and nothing of the West Bank will be left for the Palestinians." In con- 
trast to him, most of the radical leaders in the West Bank believe that 
despite the Israeli pressure and the settlements, the process of events 
is in their favor. Bashir (Bargouti), the leader of the left in the West 
Bank who has already been cut off from his lace of residence in Al Birah 
for 2 years, has not seen the extent of the Israeli settlements with his 
own eyes, but when he hears the Israeli declarations that within short 
time there will be 100,000 Jews in the West Bank, he reacts: "In Yafo, 
Lod and Ramla there were also hundreds of thousands of Arabs, and they 
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had houses and land and property, and they were forced to leave. Houses 
are not everything.'' (Sari) Nusaybah, who lectures at the Bi'r Zayt 
University, says that he understands the optimistic approach. According 
to him, nationalism and a nation are not just land and houses, they are 
also a feeling of belonging and identity, a crystallized tradition, dreams 
and desires and a feeling of partnership. The Palestinians have lost 
territory and property, but in other spheres they are advancing and 
gathering strength, and this is no less important, perhaps even more 
important. 


There is no doubt that the PLO's departure from Beirut, the military down- 
fall, the impetus of annexation in the West Bank, Prof Menahem Milson's 
struggle to destroy the PLO's influence--all these have not created a 

gloomy teeling in Nabulus, Ramallah and Hebron. All the people who support 
the PLO in the territories, who on the surface should have been gripped 

by fear and despair, are actually talking in a tone of hope and pointing 

out Palestinian achievements. Bashir (Bargouti) says that the war in 
Lebanon presented the Palestinian problem to the world in all its sharpness. 
Look, when it was necessary to evacuate thousands of PLO members from 
Beirut, it emerged that they had nowhere to go. There are hundreds of 
thousands of Palestinians in Lebanon now, whom everyone wants to get out 

ot there, and thereis nowhere for them to go.: The IDF destroyed their 
camps, the Phalangists are pursuing them to kill them, the government of 
Lebanon is refusing to rehabilitate them. I did not note down (Bargouti's) 
exact words, but he said a sentence that is well known to all of us, and 

its significance was: It has now emerged that we are faced with a problem 
of a people without a country, without a homeland. Many others like 5 
(Bargouti) can be heard in the West Bank, who explain that it was once 

a question of Palestinian refugees who want to return to their homes, ‘ 
while today-~after Lebanon--it is clear to the European countries, the 
United States and the entire world that the Palestinians have a national 
problem of a people that aspires to build itself a national home of its 

Own. 


The Valestinian optimism springs from the fact that even in the United 
States--their greatest foe--a movement in their favor is being felt. It 
was no coincidence that the Reagan initiative was published together with 
the PLO departure trom Beirut. The Reagan plan is likely to crystallize 
and roll in the direction desired by the PLO, when this coming winter tele- 
vision viewers throughout the world see the Palestinians in Lebanon, who 
have lost everything, no Arab country wants them. Are they too not worthy 
of a house and a homeland? It seems to me that in the West Bank--more than 
ever before in the past--there is general agreement today about willingness 
to establish a Palestinian national entity of whatever sort in the West 
Sank and the Gaza Strip beside the state of Israel. It is difficult to 
know what will lead to this. Perhaps it is a recognition that this can 

be obtained because almost the entire world supports it; perhaps it is 

the disappointment with the split and weakened Arab world which apparently 
will never be able to beat Israel; and perhaps (like Ilyas Frayj) there 
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are those who have come to the conclusion that any additional delay will 
lead to the loss of all of Palestine, and so it is worth being satisfied 
with a little and fighting for what is left. The general agreement in the 
West Bank also rests on the little responsibility demonstrated by the 

Arab world toward the Palestinians, when it accepted the Fes conference 
principles and the Fahd plan (of a year ago) of Saudi Arabia. The dialogue 
between the PLO and Jordan slightly eased the permanent tension existing 
in the West Bank between the supporters of both camps. However, more than 
anything else, people in the territories are aware of the external and 
internal complications which the state of Israel has got itself involved 
in because of the Lebanon war. And this, too, has in it something that 

is increasing their hope that there may be a solution soon that will lead 
to Israel's withdrawal. 
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ISRAEL 


HYPOCRISY SEEN IN EHRLICH'S VIEWS, POLICY ON TERRITORIES 
TA1L51355 Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 15 Oct 82 p 14 
[Commentary by Tzvi Bar'el: "Minister Ehrlich, What Does He Say?"] 


[Text] When history comes to judge Minister Simha Ehrlich, it will find 
itself in a real puzzle. The mission of how to decide whether he said 
something or not, whether he declared something or did not, who he was for 
and who he was against, what he fought for and what he opposed, will be 
unbelievably difficult if not impossible. It would therefore be no surprise 
if history once again let Mr Ehrlich slip from its pages. 


Last week I was witness to one such difficulty. Some 18 months after he 
was appointed chairman of the ministerial committee on settlement affairs, 
Ehrlich finally decided to conduct a tour of the West Bank settiements. 

He has been sitting on the committee, approving setting up new settlements, 
arguing, supporting and opposing, distributing funds and delegating alloca- 
tions for 1 and 1/2 years, but never bothered to see with his own eyes 
what his own signature started. What happened then for him to all of a 
sudden decide to come out and meet with the settlers, see the places? 


Mr Ehrlich says he had not read in the regulations that he is bound by 

duty to tour the settlements as a matter of daily routine. That is correct. 
There is no such order there, which is why we had to resort to interpreta- 
tion. And, once again, it is hard to determine things in a clear-cut 
manner. Is it that he failed to visit them because he did not approve of 
what was taking place there, or did he hold the visit because he did not 
wish to be an exception or outsider, out of step with the procession of 
ministers who have recently frequented the West Bank settJemeants, as 

though this were electioneering, as though intimating inat those who do 

not receive the blessing of the settlers would be made unfit to serve? 


The minister's aides come to his help, explaining that Mr Mikha'el Degel, 
his deputy, visits the area. He is the man who comes in contact with the 
settlers, he is the person who is well versed in facts and figures, climbing 
hills and valleys and looking much more *anned. Again we need interpreta- 
tion. Is Mr Deqel being dispatched to "the front" as the incarnation of 
Ehrlich's conscience? Can he truly serve as his loyal representative? 

After all, Mr Degel is an advocate of the maximalist concept in regard 
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to the territories. He even said in the course of that tour that, "It is 
necessary to plan establishing settlements also in those areas that still 
belong to the Arabs, and not just on what is called state land. If some- 
thing comes out of it ultimately, at least we will be ready with the plans." 
Is this Mr Ehrlich's view as well? The deputy prime minister's representa- 
tive believes that every settlement in the West Bank establishes a political 
fact, but what does the agriculture minister have to say about this? 


"It is unthinkable that a Jew would not be able to settle anywhere in 
Eretz Yisra‘el, just as freely as he can live in America, France, England 
or Germany." Does this mean that one could draw parallels between settle- 
ment in Qarne Shomron and residing in Hamburg? If so, then one can hardly 
assume that this is a political fact that would turn the West Bank into 

an inseparable part of Israel, just as the New York Jews will not turn their 
city into part of our country. One can even go a step further and ask: 

If Mr Ehrlich really has this interpretation in mind, then one can safely 
assume that he would not object to having the West Bank settlements remain. 
under a certain political situation, under Jordanian or Palestinian 
administration, just as the French Jews are loyal to their government. 

The agriculture minister does not voice these words out loud, but neither 
does he negate this interpretation. 


"The same hand that signs an agreement on concessions in Judaea and 
Samaria, will be sentencing Israel to extinction." This is a firm, clear, 
poignant sentence that leaves no room for doubt. However, it was not 
uttered by Mr Ehrlich. It was stated by the communications minister, who 
is a regular visitor of the West Bank, who said this in the ceremony 
marking the first anniversary of the settlemnet of 'Enav in Samaria. 
Contrary to Ehrlich, Mr Tzipori leaves no room for doubt. One can either 
agree or disagree with Tzipori, but this is an unequivocal opinion. Yet 
regarding Mr Ehrlich one has to interpret. Tzipori's politics are 
Israeli; Ehrlich's are Jewish-Talmudic. 


Another example: When visiting Qedummim, the heads of the local councils 
asked him to apply Israeli law to the West Bank. Their demand was insistent 
and uncompromising. They spoke one after the other, with the description 

of daily problems merely serving as the setting for the real request, that 
Israeli law be applied to the West Bank. Mr Ehrlich's response was: "Those 
who believe, need not hurry." Translated, this means: Anyone who believes 
that Eretz Yisra'el, all of it, will forever remain under Israeli rule has 
no need for Israeli law right now, because applying the law will change 
nothing if the West Bank stays under our control. Only those who are not 
believers need such "dubious assurances." 


Does this not mean that Mr Ehrlich believes that the West Bank will forever 
be Israeli, which is why there is no need to support applying the law? 

By this reading of his words, it looks as though Ge'ula Kohen would love 

to link her arm to his and march onward to the east. Additional support 
for this could be found in another sentence the minister uttered: "Haste 
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indicates fear. Fear and belief do not walk hand in hand." That is to 
say, you Jews, inhabitants of the territories, are firm believers, so you 
do not need the panacea called the application of the law. Live with your 
faith that the West Bank is ours for posterity. 


Really? One must not forget that this is merely interpretation and that 
the person we have at hand is a certain type of politician. What he said 
had an epilogue, too. One must not forget that such interpretation over- 
looks the fact that Mr Ehrlich supported the Camp David accords, which are 
far from being too explicit about the future of the territories. 


In order to draw a comparison between the various types of "policies," 
let us go back to what Tzipori said in ‘'Enav: "These areas (the terri- 
tories) will be essential to us. The facts in the field should serve as 
a clear contradiction of anyone who talks about compromise." He did not 
mean himself. The Camp David accords, according to Tzipori, have only 
one meaning: No concessions, no compromises. Judaea and Samaria will 
be ours forever more. 


But what does Ehrlich say? "We adhere to the Camp David agreements, which 
state that after 5 years of autonomy a decision will be made on the future 
of the territories. Some here have already determined their future, but 

I do not." Does he believe in the eternal Israeliness of the territories 
when he preaches to the settlers, or is compromise just alien to his 
nature and political path? He never says one thing or another. 


They say mystery in politics is a good thing for a politician to have. 
With Mr Ehrlich, that element of mystery exists, allowing him to be inter- 
preted in a number of ways. However, the impressionof his lack of deci- 
siveness, and his evasion of giving firm and clear answers that would make 
it possible to place him somewhere on the political map, do not stem from 
anything but a certain kind of opportunism, from the need not to offend 
one party or his adversary. After all, who knows who will be the leader 
tomorrow or the day after, following elections? 


Of all the visiting ministers hurrying to the West Bank, Mr Ehrlich is the 
only one who has so far not won applause from the settlers. It is not 
because he said the West Bank should be returned. On the contrary, he said 
it is necessary to settle all over Eretz Yisra'el. Nor is it because he 
says that the West Bank is not an inseparable part of Eretz Yisra'el. On 
the contrary, he said: "Those who believe do not need to be hasty." Nor 
is it because he does not support the actions of the settlers, because 

he did express his excitement over what he saw in the West Bank. The 
applause that accompanied the statements of ministers Tzipori, Levi and 
Sharon could not be heard when Ehrlich spoke, because he managed to instill 
in the hearts of his listeners the sense that what his mouth utters is 

not necessarily where his heart lies. He employs some kind of talk that 
lends itself to various interpretations, evincing political mystery dis- 
guising absence of position and absence of a firm stand. 


CSO: 4400/29 
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ISRAEL 


EFFECT OF REGIONAL ELECTIONS ON SMALL PARTIES ANALYZED 
Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 10 Sep 82 p 18 
[Article by Knesset Member Prof Shevah Weiss: "A White House in Israel"] 


[Text] The Summer Session of the Knesset eneded with an actual strengthening 
of the coalition. The joining of its ranks by TELEM and Tehiya afforded 

the government a good deal of stability, albeit temprary. But even when 

the coalition functions properly, the trays of its scales are somehow tilted, 
with the weight leaning toward the Agudat Yisrael as symbolized in the effer- 
vescent and open personality of Knesset Member Avraham Shapira. 


Avraham Shapira is a good Jew, inportant and very ;leasant, but it is doubt ful 
that Israeli society wished to entrust its rule to tne hands of a representative 
of a small minority. Even if we change the electoral system from a proportional 
to a regional one, the style of the two blocs will remain unchanged. In 

every regional system there will remain Agudat Yisrael as well as RAKAH. 

For the electorate of these is concentrated in regional ghettos, and even 

a regional system will not succeed in wiping them off the parliamentary map. 

A change in the system of elections to the Knesset may provide more power 

to the strength of the "scales-language" of Shapira or Tawfig Touby, or of 

any other small grogp. These will be axis parties of the coalitions that 

are destined to rise and fall in the Israel of the decade of the eighties. 
Anyone concerned with the increased concentration of the power of political 
decision in the hands of small parliamentary groups, should not be seeking 

a remedy in a change of the electoral system. 


This may perhaps sound strange, but the solution is in a transfer to a system 
of presidentfal rule. Such a system will also tend to improve the effective- 
ness of the executive branch. 


Reflections of the Presidential System 


lt was my privilege to participate as a guest of the Government of the United 
States in a seminar which was recently conducted at the Brookings Institution 
in Washington, wherein 25 representatives participated: Ministers, professors 
of guvernment and economics, from Italy, from Japan from Yugosiavia from 
Chile from Algeria from Syria from Egypt from Salvador and from Venezuela. 

On the part of the organizers there participated in the seminar important 
scientists and statesmen in the United States. The seminar delved deeply 
into the American political system in the area of decision making. Particular 
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attention was directed toward the institution of the American presidency, 
over which crises of confidence have passed in recent years, and was recently 
afflicted with a crisis of effectiveness. The chapters are complex, and 

1 will present here my thoughts regarding the possibility of bringing about 

a system ot presidential rule in Israel. 


In the past much effort was directed in Israel toward the seeking of a solution 
to our inetfective political system by means of a change of the system of 
elections to the Knesset. Some of those seeking the change wished in fact 

to “cure” maladies of representation, and even pretended to improve upon 

the oligarchic character of our parties. But it would appear that the hope 
that a change in the electoral system might bring about an effectiveness 

in the executive branch has no basis. The various arguments are affected 

by a lack of consistency. For they in particular, incoming to improve the 
function of the local jurisdiction, preferred to modify the syster of election 
of the head of the jurisdiction (the executive branch) vis-a-vis a change 

in the election processes for the members of the local councils (a sort of 
judicial and overseeing branch). There may be those who argue that we must 

not cut from the local jurisdiction in favor of the central jurisdiction, 

but in both cases we are discussing the identical political culture, within 
the same parties, we are discussing party interests, sectorl and of similar 
ideological desires. The argument that the local jurisdiction is involved 
solely in services (seemingly "technica!" and the central jurisdiction in 
higher policy matters, is only partially true, and to the degree that it 

is true it does not strengthen the opponents of the presidential system. 

To the contrary: It is pessible to demonstrate that even for the purpose 

of conducting "high policy" and improving the processes of decision making, 

and in particular for the sake of improving the implementation of policy, 

the national executive branchs hould be strengthened. Such strengthening 

is possible in many ways and can be carried out sequentially or simultaneously. 
One of the ways is: A transfer to the presidential system of one kind or 
another. The ideological-psychological argument that through a transition 

to the presidential system we would be strengthening authoritarian goals 

and endangering the entire democratic process appears to me to be ludicrous. 
For, if there is a social inclination toward a change of the regime in a 
despotic direction, then the very lack of effectiveness of the coalition 
government, as it has become apparent in the past, woula tend to create the 
proper public atmosphere for actualizing totalitarian impulses among anti- 
democratic groups. Thus, the very improvement of the executive branch, and 
thereby improvement of the regime, would tend to limit the tendency t2 veer 
away from democracy. The argument that the presidential system is inherently 
devoid of democratic character is so foolish that no importance should attributed 
to it. Anyone promoting the presidential regimes in South America or Central 
\merica or in Africa disregards the relatively great effectiveness of the 
presidential system in the United States and in France. Whoever argues against 
"import" ot regimes should be arguing against our very parliamentary coalition 
‘system, which we brought in the past from Europe. Whoever argues that we 

have already become accustomed to this system and any transfer to another 
system will undermine the foundation of our regime, will be hard put to respond 
to a number of criticisms: 


RY 














1. Why is what the French had permitted themselves at the end of the decade 
of the fifties--a transition to a presidential system--cannot apply to the 
Israelis? 


2. Why did democratic parliamentary coalition regimes on the Continent 
collapse (such as Italy, Germany, Poland and others)? 


3. Why are a change in the system of elections, the extreme promotion of 
blocking percentages, and other tactics whose aim is the inhibition of the 
proportionality of the representation, preferable to a direct vote, more 

or less, for the executive branch? And a variety of other criticisms. Anyone 
refusing to respond to these arguments and straddling the fence with regard 

to all discussion of a transition to a presidential system in Israel--makes 
his work easy. Further, the argument that the people in Israel have already 
become accustomed to a coalition style is baseless. Those accustomed to 

this style, who benefit most from it are the party oligarchies, who gained 
power by means of the current system over the apparatus of appointments which 
tens of thousands of positions, headed by the office of prime minister, the 
cabinet of ministes, the senior command, the Foreign Ministry, all of the 
significant offices in the municipal network, the Histadrut, the Jewish 
Agency, etc. In the past, at least, they shouldered national responsibility 
in whatever was related to the personnel at the top, but of late they do 

not conduct themselves with even a modicum of honor. The public is exhibiting 
more and more disrespect toward the character of the parasitic and symbiotic 
relations existing among most politicians and our democratic, parliamentary, 
coalitional establishment. 


The arguments regarding the hazard in a transfer to another system are anchored, 
for the most part, in the strongest political unionin Israel: The union 

of the politicians with no alternative profession, who fear the shakeup which 
will affect them when the system is changed. 
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ISRAEL 


NEW INDEPENDENT LEFTIST PARTY PROPOSED 
Tel Aviv 'AL HAMISHMAR in Hebrew 12 Sep 82 p 8 


[Article by Mordekhai Basok, Jerusalem Correspondent: "Independent Leftist 
Party Should Be Formed in this Country") 


[Text] The Labor movement is rendered speechless today by the messages of 

the Revisionists. If we do not carry on an ideological discussion with the 
Revisionists, the Labor movement will go bankrupt. An independent leftist 
party should be. established in the country. These remarks were made by former 
Knesset Member Haika Grossman (MAPAM) at a large gathering which the OMETS 
movement conducted day before yesterday at the Ilon Kibbutz. 


The gathering was a cooperative effort of OMETS supporters in 8 kibbut zim 

in the north of the country, including the Takam Kubbutzim. Also participating 
were supporters of the movement in Nahariya, Acre and its environs, Arabs 

and Jews. 


Haika Grossman said that the Arabs did not reject the peace initiative of 

the President of the United States and Israel now remains alone in the rejec- 
tion front. The plan is designed to serve as a basis for negotiations and 
Israel is not required to accept the program in its entirety without a single 
change. 


Grossman noted that at the beginning the PLO and Syria agreed to a framework 
within which there was more than a mrer hint of movement toward negotiation. 


In Haika Grossman's view the present status makes it mandatory for the Labor 
Party to race toward elections with 2 heads, a central party and an independent 
leftist party. 


To Alter the Concept 
Prof Don Horowitz (Circle 77 in the Labor Party) sasu ..at the Americans 


have discovered that Israel's power causes it to r1ctivate its military without 
a second thought. Now, it is possible that they will change their concept. 


They will not hurry as much to arm Israel and to supply it with modern weaponry. 


In his opinion, an independent dovish party should be formed only if it becomes 
clear that such a process will strengthen the Labor Party from an electoral 
standpoint. 
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Author Yoram Kaniak (RATZ) said that the Beirut massacre must wave a red 

flag before all humanist forces in the land. "The most recent war and the 
positions of the Labor Party have increased my awareness of the fact that 
there is an urgent need for establishment of an independent humanist Zionist 
force. This force will let its voice by clearly heard on matters relevant 
to the future of Israeli society. We must take our position with this force, 
as an independent body, during the coming elections," said Kaniak. 


A Fascist Process 


The secretary of the National Kibbutz Movement, Aliza 'Amir, said that Israel 
finds itself in the forefront of a fascist process. This depsite the fact 
that the parliamentary institutions continue to function. The fascist trend, 
which expresses itself in the brutal exercise of force, is accompanied by 

an attitude of indifference and passivity on the part of many. Many among 

the public who think otherwise, have no faith in the prospects of the struggle 
with the Revisionists. 


The secretary of the National Kibbutz said that she would support a separatist 
movement of the doves for the elections only if she is persuaded that such 
a group enjoys prospects for success. 


Professor Gabi Shapar (Circle 77 in Labor) said that the Americans will now 
iricrease ‘the supply of armaments to the Arab states, including Iraq and Saudi 
Arabia. They will, under no circumstances permit the conversion of Jordan 
into a Palestinian state. 


In the opinion of Prof Shapar, the dove camp will commit a grave error it 

it sits idly by and waits for the Americans to draw the chestnuts out of 

the fire for it. He supports a division of the Alignment and the establishment 
of a dovish party "which can project a clear picture for a solution of the 
conflict in the Mideast."" In his opinion, the influence of the doves today 

in the Labor Party is limited. He estimated that within the new party, if 

it is organized, there would be participation by MAPAM, RATZ, and members 

of labor. 


8090 
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ISRAEL 


LEVI ON LEBANESE ISSUE, EL AL DISPUTE 
TA151553 Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 15 Oct 82 p 20 


[Interview with Deputy Prime Minister David Levi by Dov Goldstein on 13 
October: "The El Al Workers Erred, But the Management Should Not Exploit 
Their Error to Impose Its Will on the Workers"--place not given] 


[Text] Question: As has been published-~-and this was not denied--in one 
of the latest cabinet sessions you posed an interesting question: "What 
is our business in Lebanon?" Your question infers that you believe we 
must quickly get out of Lebanon even before security arrangements for 
ensuring the well-being of the Galilee settlements have been concluded, 
and before an agreement has been reached on the evacuation of the Syrians 
and terrorists from Lebanon. 


Answer: No, that is not at all the case. This report--and I do not know 
its source--took one of the sentences I uttered and put it out of context. 
My opinion is--and I have mentioned it several times--that we must not 
withdraw from Lebanon before we have achieved the double central objec- 
tive: Ensuring security arrangements for our settlements agreed upon 
between Israel and Lebanon, and pulling all the foreign forces out of 
Lebanon. The first objective must be achieved through a direct settlement 
between Israel and Lebanon, following direct negotiations between the two 
governments. This direct settlement must lay the foundations for developing 
understanding and cooperation between the two countries, by way of an 
opening for creating the momentum toward full peace. Lebanon will no longer 
be a base for aggression against us, and hostile elements will never again 
set out from its territory to carry out attacks against us. Lebanon will 
undertake to prevent the stationing of certain weapons in a security strip 
of 40 to 50 km from our border, including long-range cannons and all types 
of missiles, particularly surface-to-air missiles. Joint Israeli-Lebanese 
policing activities will be one of the means to ensure the security strip 
against harassment of Israel or the stationing of banned weapons in that 
area. 


The removal of the foreign forces from Lebanon must be carried out through 
full cooperation with and the support of the United States. It is in our 
interest to strive to coordinate positions with the United States with the 
aim of reaching this joint goal. 
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When these two objectives have been achieved, we will probably have nothing 
to do in Lebanon and we will get out of there as soon as possible. 


Question: And what about peace? After all we have done to restore Lebanon's 
independence and sovereignty, and to rid it of the Syrian occupation and 
the terrorists’ menace, should we not demand [Litvo(a)] a peace treaty? 


Answer: We should and we are demanding it. We are not abandoning our 
legitimate and justified demand for a centractual and full peace settlement. 
However, we should not make light of the actue question: Given the special 
situation in Lebanon--the complexity of its administration, the loathing 
between the factions and the delicate fabric on which the president relies-- 
can it reach peace with Israel now? I do not advocate the approach of 
either all or nothing, that is an approach that can trip you up. We need 

a sober and realistic approach. We are not abandoning our ambition for 
peace and the demand for peace. We should be guided by three principles: 

1) understanding and restoring confidence and full coordination of positions 
with the United States to pull all the foreign forces out of Lebanon; 

2) a signed settlement with Lebanon about the security arrangements; 3) 
strengthening the foundations which will gradually bring the possibility 

of peace closer in future; that is, normalization and increasing coopera- 
tion in various fields. 


Therefore, we are determined and persist on the demand for peace although 

it is not a sine qua non for evacuating Lebanon. Were we to pose such a 
condition, we would endanger the chances of achieving the goals I mentioned. 
This calls for cautiousness and realism in order not to miss the opportunity 
to achieve acceptable security arrangements and the evacuation of the 
foreign forces from Lebanon. 


Question: In your opinion, are chances reasonable for achieving these 
two goals with the full support of the United States? 


Answer: Yes, certainly, at least most of the things may be achieved. We 
would prefer it to be at our own initiative, instead of discussing and 
reacting to the initiatives of others. These principles are also acceptable 
to the United States. With your permission I will add something at this 
point: We must abstain from using big words. The possibility should not 
be ruled out that we will be forced to withstand a hard struggle over 
Eretz Yisra'el with the Americans in order to repel their negative initia- 
tives. However, precisely because of that we must display flexibility and 
willingness to compromise on the Lebanese issue. (David Levi emphasizes 
the last sentence.) We must only be stubborn on the real struggle over 
Eretz Yisra'el. If we display flexibility in Lebanon, we will improve 

the chances of the struggle over Eretz Yisra'el, and we will be strength- 
ening the possibility that our obstinacy on this critical issue is under- 
stood in the United States. 
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Question: Candidly speaking, if on 5 June, when the cabinet conferred at 
the prime minister's home on the Saturday evening before the beginning of 
the war, you had been possessed by prophetic foresight and you had been 
able to "see" the consequences of the war--our isolation in the world, 

the plot in Israel, the destruction of Israel's image and so on--would you 
have supported the war? 


Answer: Yes. We could not go on tolerating the increasing danger and 
the disruption of life in the northern settlements and that is why.... 


Question: Excuse me, but calm prevailed in the northern settlements in 
the vear preceding the war.... 


Answer: That did not change the dimensions of the strength and entrench- 
ment of the terrorists in Lebanon. We knew about various belligerent 
activities, not necessarily only on the part of the terrorists. Such a 
war would have cost us many victims, more than we paid in the peace for 
Galilee war. Lebanon had become a huge terrorist arsenal of all sorts of 
weapons. We could not tolerate such a situation where Israeli citizens 
would grow used to living underground, and that their pride in their 
creativity and pioneer spirit would be replaced by an "air raid shelter 
culture." 


Question: The way you see it, the destruction and killing in Beirut were 
inevitable? 


Answer: These issues should not be mixed. I was talking about ersuring 
peace and security.... 


Question: But there was also destruction and killing.... 


Answer: I do not deny it. War is a terrible thing, perhaps the most 
horrible thing in the world. Some wars are necessary and inevitable to 
secure life. Not all the consequences of a war can be foreseen. Some 
of the developments in the war stemmed from the Syrians’ intervention, 
which endangered our soldiers in the 40 to 50 km area. There was no 
other choice but to remove this threat. 


Question: Defense Minister Ari‘el Sharon time and again makes harsh 
statements against the United States and almost portrays it as a country 
hostile to Israel. Is this not liable to greatly damage Israeli-U.S. 
relations? 


Answer: Friendship prevails between Israel and the United States. We 
have things in common and quite a few identical interests in spite of all 
the arguments in the past, at present and in future. It is vital for us 
to maintain this fabric, this is a vital interest for Israel. The need 
for understanding with the United States is not an expression of weakness. 
Only when mutual trust prevails may Israel attain its goals. 
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Different people have different feelings, not every feeling can be the 
basis for a political line. One should be very cautious with statements. 
What counts in Israeli-U.S. relations is a dialogue rather than mutual 
accusations. A statement sometimes is an important political act, but it 
is seldom required. Usually we should adopt the system of a quiet dialogue 
rather than public declarations; atmosphere also counts. Political wisdom 
shows that the Arab should not believe that crises and misunderstandings 
pervade Israeli-U.S. relations. 


Question: Do you subscribe to the view of other ministers that Mr Sharon 
should be released from his duties as defense minister? 


Answer: I do not know who these ministers are and where they made those 
remarks. 


Question: They whisper into journalists' ears. 


Answer: I do not know about it. I am opposed to Sharon's dismissal. 

The cabinet shares collective responsibility, for better or worse. There 
is no such thing as Arik Sharon's policy, there is only the policy of the 
Israeli government. 


Question: However, former Minister Berman stated that Sharon had ordered 
four important military moves which were not initially approved by the 
cabinet. Does collective responsibility also apply to them? 


Answer: I cannot confirm the number of moves mentioned by Mr Berman. 
There were situations which called for urgent action and this was carried 
out with the prime minister's knowledge and approval. I do not think that 
a minister resigning from the cabinet should tell what was and what was 
not approved. I was opposed to the things which had to be opposed, along 
with other cabinet ministers. A cabinet decision is binding on each and 
every minister, and not only on the minister who proposed it or supported 
it. This is the basic principle of the theory of government and joint 
responsibility. He who whispers is either a coward or irresponsible or 
both. 


Question: The chief of staff denied the defense minister's story about 

"the brigade that was not mobilized," whereas the defense minister insists 
on his version. What do you think of a situation where the defense minister 
and the chief of staff issue contradicting versions about such a sensitive 
issue? 


Answer: I beg you...I do not want to go into that...I would be happy not 
to have such contradictory statements. However, this is not the only thing 
I regret; unfortunately, there are also other things.... 


Question: Such as? 
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Answer: There are basic and unmentionable things which should not come 
out in the open, even to react to provocations by the opposition. Over 
and above the mutual attacks, the struggle for power and the argument 
over our different ways, one must always ‘ear in mind that the state comes 
first. He who sees himself as free of ta..ng into account what might 
happen to the state as a result of this or that rebuke--well, I do not 
want to say what he deserves. At stake is the existence of all of us, 
and this must always stand before us, even in the midst of the storm of 
dispute we are currently engaged in. It sometimes seems to me that in 
the heat of the argument we put off the state and its interests and 
relegate it to a secondary level. 


Question: Are you referring to the defense minister's statement in the 
Knesset about the Tall Az-Za'tar affair? 


Answer: Why should I elaborate? We are now in the midst of a turmoil 
where everything, as it were, is permitted. This is a very serious situa- 
tion. I do not know when the miracle will occur and we will sober up and 
see the great dangers hoovering over us, and return to being together. 
Given the current situation, this sounds like utopic dream. 


Question: Do you support Interior Minister Dr Yosef Burg's proposal to 
set up a national unity government? 


Answer: Do I support it? I suggested a national conciliation government 
to Dr Burg, that is vital to Israel. The attempt to ignore the great 
dangers and our special situation, and see everything through the prism 
of ambition to topple the government at any cost, has brought us to a 
deaf and dumb situation. We have reached a situation where polarization 
has become a goal, and unity has become an offense. Through some kind of 
self-destructive instinct we are destroying the things we accomplished in 
this generation with a great deal of blood and tears. 


Wisdom, sobriety and our survival instincts would now call for the estab- 
lishment of a national unity government in order to once again jointly 

look at the real goal and joint struggle, as a vital tool of this struggle. 
However, I know that this is also a utopia and my heart is overflowing 

with anxiety. 


Question: During a previous crisis in El Al, you sided with the workers 
and helped the grounded aircraft once again take off. In an interview 
with MA'ARIV at that time, you said that any time you felt that your 
intervention might prove effective you would intervene, even if this 
upset some cabinet members. Here again, El Al is undergoing the most 
serious crisis in its history. It is on the verge of being dismantled 
but you keep quiet. Why? 


Answer: What is happening with El Al now is very, very sad. It is very 
serious for both parts: the workers behaved improperly, although they 
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were aware of the difficulties and sensitivity afflicting El Al, and they 
took measures which led to a standstill. On the other hand, the management 
took tieasures reaching far beyond the boundaries of El Al and thus instilled 
a feeling of danger about several fundamental matters which are the heart 
and soul of the sensitive and delicate working relations in Israel. 


I say these things with a great deal of sadness, and after many hesitations 
and much thought. I understand the company's management and board of 
directors who are fed up with the self-destructive phenomena within the 
company. However, the legitimate will to rid El Al of its problems must 
not be seized upon in order to betray the fundamental and substantial prin- 
ciples on which working relations in Israel depend. After all, and despite 
all the attempts that have failed, there must be a dialogue between the 
management and the workers. There is no other way, and there are no 
shortcuts. Just as the workers are not allowed to impose their will on 
the management, the latter cannot impose its will in all matters pertaining 
to labor agreements and working relations. 


It is obvious that the workers erred. The interests of thousands of 
workers and their families cannot be eliminated to make way for the 
unjustified interest of a few. Such a situation is an expression of 
weakness on the part of the workers and their respective committees, 
rather than an expression of strength as they wrongly claim. A worker's 
committee must adopt courageous measures when individuals behave recklessly 
and endanger the living of thousands. However, by seizing the opportunity 
to impose new standards that arouse suspicions among the entire working 
sector--such as the exclusive ability and authority of the management to 
fire and promote workers at its whim--the management is achieving exactly 
the opposite of what it wants and what is desirable for El Al. 


This way can only cause a flare-up in the economy, which I hope will not 
be used as an excuse to charge the government with fostering such a 
negative approach. 


You ask me why I keep silent. Well, I intervened when there was no other 
way out, in two instances. 


Question: Is there a way out now? 


Answer: Just a minute, when I intervened I did not take anybody's place 
and I did not upset any process. However, what was saddening is that 
after the dispute was settled, as a result of my intervention, I was 
accused of having prevented the recovery of the company which had, as it 
were, been within reach, and my intervention had only prolonged the 
turmoil and made the taxpayer pay for it. That is why, for the time 
being, I am trying to give advice on the direction I see proper--dialogue 
rather than debilitation--and I have not expressed myself in public to 
date. 
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Question: When did the cabinet discuss the El Al crisis lately? 

Answer: A few months ago. 

Question: Prior to the current crisis? 

Answer: Yes. 

Question: Has it not discussed the current crisis? 

Answer: It has not discussed it. It was agreed that this issue would be 
handied by a ministerial committee headed by Deputy Prime Minister Simha 
Ehrlich, which was scheduled to discuss the issue of operating the company 
on Saturdays and holidays. However, this committee did not discuss the 
current crisis. As you know, the cabinet has had to tackle other problems 


recently. It will discuss this issue, however. 


Question: When did the ministerial committee on economic affairs lately 
discuss the El Al crisis? 


Answer: It will discuss it. 

Question: Certainly. However, when did it discuss it lately? 

Answer: It has not. 

Question: Perhaps the issue is not sufficiently important? 

Answer: It is very important, this is our national carrier, this is the 
source of living of thousands. The government is responsible inasmuch as 
the issue was entrusted to the finance and transport ministers. Both 
ministers are in the process of holding consultations. However, it is 
obvious that no drastic decision can be made without the government's 
approval. 

Question: Such as dismantling or selling the company? 

Answer: Obviously, such a decision cannot be made behind the cabinet's 


back. The cabinet will discuss the matter and decide about it in the 
next few days. 


CSO: 4400/29 
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ISRAEL 


PERES ON NEED TO ‘RESCUE’ COUNTRY 
TA150753 Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 15 Oct 82 p 7 


[Report on interview with Labor Party chairman Mk Shim'on Peres by political 
correspondent Mark Segal; date and place not indicated] 


[Text] The moment of truth has arrived for a decision on the territories,,. 
says Shim'on Peres. And Israel must decide whether it wants to remain a 
Jewish state. 


"Prime Minister Begin believes that the world will abide his policy of 
annexation, but I fear that if we do not pursue the Jordanian option, the 
alternative may well turn out to be a PLO state next door to us," says 
the Labour Party chairman. 


Thus, labor will work vigorously to replace the Likud government when the 
Knesset's winter session opens next week. 


Peres says a decision on the territories could come in the lifetime of 
the tenth Knesset and mentions that he told Begin: "Your party did not 
win a majority, and neither did ours. Both of us received a mandate to 
form a coalition government." 


He notes that the Labour Alignment plus the Citizens' Rights Movement (CRM) 
netted 738,000 votes in the last elections, while the Likud's total was 
719,000. In the house, the Alignment with the CRM now has 50 seats, while 
the Likud alone has 46 and faces the likelihood of dropping to 44. 


Moreover, the Likud's coalition partners are not automatically supportive 
of all Begin's policies, says Peres, noting specifically that neither Tami 
nor Agudat Yisra‘el favours annexation. 


"We have to rescue Israel from international isolation, prevent the PLO's 
political ascendancy, prevent Israel from becoming a binational state, 
and save the peace process with Egypt." 


Peres speaks scathingly of what he sees as Begin's loss of credibility: 
"He claimed that our proposals wouldn't work. He was proved wrong. He 
claimed that his autonomy plan has been universally accepted. He was 
proved wrong. 
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"It's highly doubtful whether the Egyptians will ever return to the 

autonomy conference table because they don't want to provide the camouflage 
for Begin's creeping annexation. By coopting Tehiya into his government, 
Begin has indicated his intention of intensifying the annexationist tempo. 
The only people likely to be impressed by his talk of being willing to renew 
the autonomy discussions wre the liberals, who have shown a remarkable 
capacity for absorbing his arguments." 


The labour leader dwells on the increasing support he sees for the 
Jordanian option--in the U.S., Egypt, Jordan and among a growing number 
of leaders in the West Bank. He takes pains to stress that this does not 
imply any agreement to the shape of the eventual solution: "What matters 
is the creation of an opening for negotiations, which emerged from the 
proposals of President Reagan. 


"Eretz Yisra'el is eternally Jewish and was Jewish even when no Jews lived 
here. But for a Jewish state, one needs a Jewish majority. Our people 
must realize that Begin's policies will inevitably lead to a Jewish-Arab 
state." 


Peres says that Begin's policies "will never lead to overall peace, and the 
treaty with Egypt is suffering badly from malnutrition." 


"Peace this year with Lebanon is just as unrealistic as Begin's other 
pipe-dreams." 


Israel must open doors to peace, not only live in fortified bunkers with 
the continuous prospect of renewed fighting. 


"Israel has never been so isolated in the world," says Peres. "Begin's 
policies have caused us to lose all our friends, apart from tie U.S. and 
Zaire. I don't know how things are going for us in Zaire, but I do know 
that support for Israel is dwindling in America. 


"International relations are not an esthetic value for this country, but 
a matter of life and death. We cannot survive without American arms or 

a financial assistance, nor can we ignote the EEC and the feelings of world 
: Jewry. Chants of ‘Begin, Begin' won't help sell exports." 


Which brought us to his appearance at Qiryat Shemona last week at which 
he was shouted down. The experience, in which Herut-affiliated youth 
had played a part, had taught him what the Likud really meant when it 
preached democracy. 


"IT am less angry at those who caused the disturbances than at those who 
sent them, and who label any dissenting view as treason and cowardice. 





"According to their standards, David Ben-Gurion was a 'traitor,' because 
he agreed to partition without which Israel would not have been born." 
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Peres speaks derisively of cabinet ministers who complain all the time 
about the government's policies, especially in Lebanon, and call for 
Sharon's resignation but continue to support that policy and to sit at 
the same table with Sharon. 


Discussing the war in Lebanon, Peres says that the drive into Beirut and 
the saturation bombing of the city fed the worst kind of anti-israel 
propaganda--more than any enemy could have done. 


They try to put the blame on the opposition. All I can say is that few in 
the outside world hear what the opposition has to say, but many millions 
saw on their television screens the results of the bombing and the devasta- 
tion. Whoever took those decisions bear the responsibility for Israel's 
decline in international esteem." 


He ticks off a four-point policy for getting Israel out of Lebanon. 


-- Israel must formally announce that the war has ended--"something which 
Begin has so far refrained from doing." 


-- Israel has to declare again that its main interest is to establish a 
40-kilometre terrorist-free zone on its northern border and declare that 
it has no further aims in Lebanon which might involve military action. 


~- Israel should announce its readiness to participate in negotiations 
conducted by U.S. envoy Philip Habib to remove all non-Lebanese forces 
from that country, including the IDF. 


-- Israel must proclaim that it has no intention of interfering in the 
internal affairs of Lebanon. 


Asked to comment on this week's cabinet statement on Israel's position, 
Peres first declares that "all their dreams about Lebanon have turned 

out to be fantasies." The ca>inet statement, he says, was kept deliber- 
ately vague in order to avoid coming to terms with the collapse of their 
plans. 


"The government no longer talks of peace, but of security arrangements. 
It is even vague about the 40-kilometre zone, and has backed down on intro- 
ducing a multinational force there. 


"It's interesting to watch how a government that goes on constantly about 
national pride and standing up to the Americans buckles so quickly under 

Washington's directives and beats such a hasty retreat from the whole of 

Beirut, both the western and eastern parts." 


Peres points out that several months ago Defence Minister Ari'el Sharon 
was boasting about having America "in his pocket" regarding the memorandum 
on strategic cooperation and then there is his recent outburst that only 
America is preventing peace with Lebanon. 
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"it's difficult to keep up with the quick move from hot air to such a cold 
wind." 


In response to those Herut MK's who claim that Alignment criticism of 
Begin had made it much more difficult to remove Sharon from the Defence 
Ministry,’ Peres says: "Two men took the decision to enter West Beirut-- 
Begin and Sharon. The prime minister bears responsibility for all policies 
carried out by his government, whether with his knowledge or without it. 


"If he did not agree with certain measures that were carried out, then 
where was his authority? If he didn't know what was being done, how can 
we trust him to conduct the nation's affairs in future?" 


‘The ship of state, says Peres, is neither "the ship of gools nor a love 
boat. It's a vessel that must be carefully navigated by sure hands 
through very rough seas." 


Two months ago Peres met with President Ronald Reagan, and the Likud sub- 
sequently claimed that Peres’ influence was felt in the Reagan plan. The 
idea makes the Labour leader guffaw. 


"That's quite a compliment--to claim that I could affect the course of 
American policy in a 25-minute meeting." 


The Labour party chairman would not be drawn on the details of the kind of 
alternative coalition he would like to put together, neither on its composi- 
tion or its policy lines. 


As to the state of his own party, Peres impatiently declares: "It's not 
a patient who needs to have his temperature measured every day." 


The evening before our interview, Peres experienced some bruising moments 
at a party meeting in Beersheba. Some voices had been heard urging that 
he make way for another to head the party against Begin. 


To his critics, he says, "Why should I step down? The party under my 
leadership received the largest number of votes in its history. I don't 
require a permit from anyone. I don't need flattery, and I don't fear 
slander." 


Peres dismisses the importance of opinion polls which reflect his poor 
personal standing: "The last poll before Golda became prime minister put 
her at the bottom of the chart with 2 per cent." 


Those words were echoed in my ears when I left Labour party headquarters 
and stepped out into the afternoon sun in Rehov Hayarkon [Hayargon street]. 
Just then jeers of "Begin, Begin" erupted from a tender passing the silent 
building behind me. 


csO: 4400/29 
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ISRAEL 


JERUSALEM ‘'ASH-SHA'B' RAPS SYRIAN MINISTER'S STATEMENTS 
JN181550 Jerusalem ASH-SHA'B in Arabic 13 Oct 82 p 1 
{Editorial: "Strange Statements"] 


{Text] We wish to consider the statements made by Ahmad Iskandar Ahmad, 
who has been Syria's information minister for over 10 years, unexpressive 
of the Syrian leadership's opinion for hundreds of reasons. The most 
recent is that these statements largely tarnish the image of the Syrian 
government. 


The minister, who wanted to prove his encyclopedic knowledge of political 
and military information, harmed Syrian-Soviet relations when he disparaged 
Soviet weapons in an interview with a U.S. newspaper, ignoring a large 
number of facts in this regard. 


Minister Ahmad Iskandar Ahmad also seriously embarrassed his government 

on the popular level when he announced that the cease-fire agreement reached 
between Syria and Israel through Philip Habib stipulated the Israeli forces' 
immediate withdrawal from Lebanon. This announcement will make the Syrians 
wonder about Syria's stand during the 70 days following the Syrian-Israeli 
cease-fire. This announcement also raises the question: Why does the 
Syrian government continue its negotiations with Philip Habib, who left 
Dawascus a few days before Ahmad Iskandar Ahmad made his statements? 


The minister also gravely embarrassed his government on the popular and 
Arab levels when he said that UN Security Council Resolution No. 242, 
which was approved by Syria, means a recognition of Israel, although the 
Syrian government had not made such an interpretation before. The minister 
also proved that he contradicts: the stand adopted by Syrian President 
Hafiz al-Asad, who says in every speech he delivers that the West Bank 
comes before the Golan and Gaza before the Golan, when he tried to inter- 
fere in internal Palestinian affairs. He also contradicted the statements 
frequently made by the Syrian president on Syria's respect of the inde- 
pendence of the Palestinian decision. 


Ahmad Iskandar Ahmad should know that the first and last word on any matter 


relating to the Palestinians is that of the Palestinians themselves, par- 
ticularly after they were left alone in Lebanon and after all abstained 
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from taking any step to help them. This means that Ahmad Iskandar Ahmad 
should realize that no one can bargain over the Palestinians. He should 
also realize that Palestinian representation was not the outcome of a 
coup d'etat and that the occupied territory is not a lawyers or engineers 
association that can be dissolved with a decision. 


Moreover, the Syrian minister realizes deep down that the most democratic 
institutions in the Arab world--and perhaps in the Third World--are 


Palestinian institutions. We assume that he has frequently followed up. 
[sentence as published] 


CSO: 4400/29 
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ISRAEL 


ISRAELI ARAB LEADERS DISCUSS SITUATION AFTER WAR 
TA121230 Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 12 Oct 82 p 2 


[Text] Dozens of local council heads, public figures and Arab intellectuals 
accepted the invitation of two Alignment Knesset members, Hamad Khalaylah 
and Muhammad Watad, to meet yesterday in Nahariyya, where they discussed 

the situation of Israel's Arabs following the war in Lebanon. 


The local council heads, and at their head Ibrahim Nimr Husayn, the chairman 
of the national committee of Arab authorities, and the heads of the Sakhnin 
and ‘Arraba local councils, expressed fears about the future of Arab Israelis 
in the country, and called on the Arab public to unite as one body, dis- 
regarding factional differences of opinion, and to cooperate with the 
moderate and progressive forces in the Jewish public in order to strengthen 
coexistence and secure the future of Israel's Arabs. 


Those assembled decided to hold meetings with Arab public figures. They 
called on the Israeli government to allow Arab Israelis to accommodate the 
families of Palestinian refugees from Lebanon for the winter, and to send 
there a delegation of volunteer Arab and Jewish doctors and nurses to treat 
children, sick and wounded until an adequate permanent solution is found. 


Those assembled also demanded that the government speed up the release 
of the hundreds of Palestinian detainees in Lebanon whose investigation 
has been completed, and to stop arresting children and youths. 


CSO: 4400/29 
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ISRAEL 


STUDY SHOWS EAST, WEST JERUSALEM NEARLY SEGREGATED 
TA121505 Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT in Hebrew 12 Oct 82 p 5 
[Report by Tzvi Zinger] 


[Text] A near-complete separation exists between East and West Jerusalem 
in certain domains, it emerges from research conducted by a team under 

Dr Mikha'el (Roman) aiid Yisra'ei Kitiche. The research findings were pre- 
sented yesterday at a symposium 4t the Jerusalem center for the study of 
Israel. 


For example, the press in the eastern part of the city makes almost no 
mention of entertainment, recreation, and hospital and pharmacy night and 
holiday hours in western half--and vice versa. Joint initiatives by 
Jewish and Arab companies are very few. Israeli products are found in 
abundance in the Arab market, bit there are very few Arab goods on the 
Israeli market. 





Division also exists in places of residence, educational institutions; 
and the various economic and professional associations. 


The closest and most prominent integration between the two parts of the 
city are in employment. The strengthening of employment ties between the 
two parts of the city has found expression in the hiring of Arabs in many 
more branches of work and in more senior positions. 


In some areas, eepweialiy consttuction and hotel services, Arabs make 
up more than 50 percent of the employees in West Jerusalem. 


cso: 4400/29 
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INDUSTRIALISTS' ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT PREDICTS HIGH UNEMPLOYMENT 
Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 14 Sep 82 p 3 ee: 
Bi oe Bi y 
[Article: "New Economic Plan Will Increase Unemployment in Israel"] ps a 


[Text] "If thé new economic plan which was formulated by the Finance Ministry 
and the Bank of Israel is implemented, there will be great unemployment in 
Israel. This plan is not only not serious, it is dangerous." 


The president of the Industrialists' Association, Eli Hurwitz, came ot yester- 
day with these words against the new economic plan of the Finance Ministry. 
Hurwitz, who spoke at the annual general meeting of the Industrialists’' Assoc- ea 
iation, in Jerusalem, said that he was not attacking the new plan in general Moss 
because of "one more or less export market. This is a situation of injury to a 
significant part of Israel's export market." 


According to the president of the Industrialists' Association, the practical 
significance of the declaration regarding slowing of devaluation (a totally 
irresponsible declaration in itself, according to Hurwitz) is the subsidizing 

of imports. Eli Hurwitz added: "I do not feel that this new plan was discussed 
in sufficient depth for a sufficient time. It does not make sense that things 
which only a few months ago were forbidden (such as distributing the cost of 
living increase over a number of months) have suddenly become acceptable and 
wise. How can people have thought one way a few months ago, and think this 

way today?" 





Hurwitz complained that there was no publication of the solutions which the pro- 
gram proposes to the expected detriment in exports. "They tell us that when 

the minister comes, everything will be all right. It is secret. And isn‘t the 
reduction of devaluation secret?" Hurwitz says that the person who presented 
him with the program said that the measures to reduce inflation would cost the 
economy 200-300 million dollars in the balance of payments. "We learned to 

live with inflation, but it is impossible to live with such a hole in the 


balance of payments." 


Eli Hurwitz revealed that recently the boycot by the world business community 
of Israel has become more severe. Multi-national companies are treating Israel 
like a leper. They are afraid to deal with it. Hurwitz says: "Only with true 
exports will we find answers. Superficial manipulations will not help us." 
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The director general of the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, Avraham Ashrai, 
who attended the meeting of the industrialists in Jerusalem, responded to the 
criticisms, and said that the slowdown of devaluation would not affect the 
profitability of exports. He explained: "This is assured this year, and will 
be assured next year, because of the rate insurance apparatus." He noted that 
the ministries of finance and industrie are in the advanced stages of preparing 
a rate insurance program for all of 1983. It will be published soon, so that 
the industrialists will be able to plan their exports for the coming year. 


7075 
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ISRAEL 





TREASURY CONCERNED ABOUT DETERIORATION OF ECONOMY 
TAO81209 Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT in Hebrew 8 Oct 82 ppl, 3 
[Report by economic affairs correspondent in Jerusalem Gid'on ‘Eshet] 


[Text] A serious deterioration in the state of the Israeli economy has 
been noted recently and most economic data point to a real recession. 
It is now clear to the treasury that there is no chance of fulfilling 
the economic forecasts prepared at the beginning of this year. These 
are the main developments worrying economic leaders: 


-- Exports: According to the forecast, exports were supposed to increase 
by 7 percent this year. It is now assessed that there will be no increase 
at all. Data for the period from January to August 1982 indicate a 6 
percent drop in exports. 


-- Tourism: 76,000 tourists arrived in Israel in September, 21 percent 
less than in September 1981. The drop in tourism from the beginning of 
this year totals 12 percent. Accordirg to the forecast prepared at the 
beginning of this year the revenues from tourism were supposed to rise 
by $100 million. 


-- Private consumption: Sales of organized marketing chains have recently . 
increased by 7 percent. Imports of consumer goods such as cars, video 

sets and so on are increasingly growing, as shown by data about revenues 
from import taxes. Per capita private consumption will rise by 3 percent 
this year, slightly more than predicted. 


-- Public consumption: According to plans, civilian public consumption 
was supposed to drop by 1 percent but it seems that it will remain 
unchanged. Security consumption will rise by 1.4 percent more than 
predicted, particularly due to the expenditures of the war in Lebanon. 


-- Employment: General data indicate a drop in the number of unemployed. 
However, economists believe that behind this basically positive trend 
lies a negative development: manpower is leaving export-oriented jobs 
to meet increasing government demand. 
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-- Construction: There is an evident slow-down in the housing market. 
Construction starts have decreased and sales are also on the decline. 
This development has a positive aspect: a relative drop in the price 
of apartments. 


-~- Inflation: The rate of inflation has risen from 100 to 130 percent a 
year whereas plans had been to reach a 90-percent rate. This was the situa- 
tion even before increased public consumption by the defense establishment 
began to emerge. 


-- Savings: Wages declined by some 6 percent in real terms. Since private 
consumption is rising, it is clear that at least salaried people are 
trimming their savings in real terms. 


-- The deficit in the balance of payments: The most outstanding consequence 
of these developments is a rise of approximately $500 million in the 
civilian deficit of the balance of payments whereas it had been predicted 
that the deficit would remain unchanged. Part of the increase in the 
deficit is financed by loans from foreign banks and the growth in loans 

had led Israel to be described as "a high risk state" in everything per- 
taining to loans. 


Replying to a question by our correspondent, Finance Ministry director 
general Prof ‘Ezra Sadan said 1982 is the first year that international 
markets have been closed to us. Over 100 percent of the working force in 
the Western countries is unemployed and if their situation does not improve 
our situation will increasingly deteriorate. "There are forces larger 

than the state of Israel," Sadan said, referring to the state of the world 
market. 


The request for U.S. economic and security aid which the finance minister 
will present to the U.S. ambassador today states that a gradual recovery 

is expected to occur in the world market and that is a basis for optimism 
regarding the state of the Israeli economy from 1983 onward. 


The treasury is currently not planning any far-reaching economic moves to 
try and thoroughly change the economic picture. For the meantime, they 
will continue to somehow slow down the rate of devaluations to curb infla- 
tion, reduce national security allowances to encourage employment, and 
increase subsidies to bar a decline in exports. The budget for 1983 being 
formulated these days will try and somehow cut civilian public expenditures. 


As for the prices of basic commodities and fuel, the treasury intends to 
pursue the policy it formulated last month. A moderate price hike of a 


mere 5 percent is expected in the cost of basic commodities and fuel in 
the second half of October. 


CSO: 4400/29 
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ISRAEL 


ORDNANCE CHIEF DISCUSSES EQUIPMENT, SUPPLY PROBLEMS 
Tel Aviv BAMAHANE in Hebrew No 44, 4 Aug 82 p 8 


[Interview with deputy chief of the Quartermaster Corps for Planning, Brigadier 
General Mikha Paz, by BAMAHAME: "Israeli Industry Produced the Majority of 

the Equipment Needed in the War--We Will Not Buy Any More American M-16 Rifles"; 
date and place not given] 


[Text] We learned two lessons from the Yom Kippur War. 
The army's stores must always be full of the equipment 
needed for times of emergency, and the more Israel can 
produce the vital equipment by itself, the less depen- 
dent it will be on the charity of others. A billion 
shekels will be put into equipping ourselves for the 
coming winter in Lebanon. 


The anxiety which Prime Minister Golda Meir felt when she was summoned to the 
United States, equipped with the well-known shopping basket, has been etched 
well into the IDF since the Yom Kippur War. Many forces worried then about 
whether the airplane everyone was waiting for would arrive on time or not, and 
they looked at the dwindling inventory of arms and equipment. Brig Gen Mikha 
Paz, deputy ordnance chief who was at that time in charge of the land division 
of the Israeli mission for arms acquisition in the United States, says today 
that over the past 8 years, the IDF has succeeded in applying very successfully 
at least two of the most important lessons derived from the Yom Kippur War. 


The first lesson was that the military stores must be equipped with all neces- 
sary equipment in times of emergency. The second lesson was that the more 
Israel could produce its essential equipment by itself, the less dependent it 
need be on others. 


And, in fact, the military industry produces at present all the arms needed to 
equip the land forces with the exception of a few items which it does not pay 
to produce. 


It will not continue to acquire the M-16 rifles since tens of thousands of 
them were brought from the United States in the course of the Yom Kippur War. 
The military industry worked at a fast pace and made up the missing arms in 

a short period of time. There was no shortage of equipment to cause a disrup- 
tion in the fighting. 


112 











The IDF is investing heavily in equipment for the coming winter, but even if 
political order is established soon, this equipment will not represent a waste 
since it can be used by the IDF on the Golan Heights and on the Hermon. 


This was revealed in an exclusive interview in BAMAHANE with Brig Gen Mikha 
Paz whose name was mentioned recently as a candidate for the position of chief 
of arms procurement in the Ministry of Defense. He will soon be completing 

3 years as deputy chief of ordnance. 


[Question] Brig Gen Paz, as the person in charge of arms for land forces, 
you had to be sure that the stores remain stocked and that we quickly return 
to the level we started with in Operation Peace for Galilee. To which 
sources do we turn to resupply? 


[Answer] This time we did not go with the well-known shopping basket. Our 
military factories have made tremendous progress since the last war. In fact, 
they provided us with the majority of our arms. 


[Question] We did not turn tothe United States in the course of the war to 
ask for help? 


[Answer] No. The IDF has learned a lot since October 1973. At that time 

I was in the acquisitions delegation in the United States as head of the 
land forces division, and I still remember how I was involved in transporting 
equipment and organizing huge operations of transferring sweaters and bricks 
and tanks. When I compare the tremendous range of equipment of that time, I 
see a change. One of the important lessons of the previous war was that we 
must move towards producing the majority of our arms in Israel. And, in fact, 
Israel will no longer buy M-16 rifles. Now we are purchasing from the United 
States only items which it does not pay for Israel to manufacture. The rest 
of the arms for land forces are products of our local military industry and 

of other arms industries on the order of "Soltam." When I asked if we are 
trying now to accelerate the supply of critical items, I answer that the 
military stores are full. It is one of the important lessons which have been 
applied successfully. All that we had to make sure of was that the equipment 
would arrive and would fill up the stores. The main thrust of activity, there- 
fore, involved rushing the supply of needed equipment: fireproof clothing, 
("shagaftaim"?) and artillery ammunition of every kind. All these priorities 
were directed to local industry. 


[Question] And did local industry keep up the pace? 


[Answer] Very well. Some of the weapons needed very much in this war were 
programmed for production in 3 years and were produced in 3-4 months by four 
factories. We turned to the clothing industry which worked continuously and 
said, "Gentlemen, work around the clock and give us the maximum quantity 
possible. And not only did we turn to others, Many director-generals turned 
to us on their own and asked us how they could help. There was a strong re- 
sponse and a flow of equipment directly from the production line to the region. 
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[Question] You have hinted that there were certain new items which were imme- 
diately produced before going through the elaborate procedures of being 
ab:orbed into the system. 





[Answer] There were some items which we had not tested fully but had decided 

to use anyway. I should say that we did not slip up in a single instance, and 
this attests to the fact that today we have in Israel an industry with a solid 
base of technological capability and high quality. 


In addition to the factories, all our centers of restoration and maintenance 
and various workshops got to work. We should not forget that these are supply 
foci in everything connected with the acceleration of the absorption of tanks 
and armored troop vehicles and in the preparation of transport and much addi- 
tional equipment. And let's not forget the substantial contribution of IDF 
workers who dedicated themselves tothe required goals from the beginning of 

the war. I will go further and say that even had we not turned to the contin- 
gent of arms requisition and asked for a thing, it would not have affected the 
course of the war and its outcome as far as land forces are concerned. I be- 
lieve this is one of our greatest achievements since the Yom Kippur War. In 
this way we were able to assure something which I do not remember from previous 
wars. Many lessons and immediate needs which found expression through fighting 
will be applied and translated by means of speeding up the production line. 


[Question] Your job in ordnance is to assess the importance of each item 
and the quantity needed. Were there still surprises? 


[Answer] There are always surprises. In the course of the fighting, we saw 
that two items became critical and indispensable to the soldier: fireproof 
clothing and protective vests. We received immediate feedback about this and 
got organized quickly to meet the demand. And there are other examples. Our 
troubles in Lebanon forced us to use the airlift system of supply and it 
turned out that we did not have enough cargo nets which suddenly became 
greatly needed. Here again we got organized quickly and responded to a 
demand that had not been anticipated. So far there have been no obstacles 
caused by lack of equipment leading to an interruption of the war. 


[Question] Brig Gen Paz, what lessons has the ordnance planning department 
learned from the war? 


[Answer] So far there has been a long list of lessons, and some of them will 
be applied soon. There are certain items which did not prove themselves, and 
the IDF will stop equipping itself with them. In contrast to those, there are 
items which turned out to be very useful and the IDF will invest a great deal 
in their production and development. On the subject of turning storehouses of 
spare parts into usable items in order to get a good idea of what there is and 
what is missing, we have some work to do. 


[Question] Brig Gen Paz, the Lebanese winter is about to begin. How is the 
IDF preparing for it? 


[Answer] As far as equipment for the winter is concerned, I have to say first 
that when I was asked, in the thirdweek of fighting about preparations for the 
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winter, my reaction was, "What are you talking about?" Two days later I was 
asked again, and my reaction was that we were still not preparing for the 
winter. At that time we did not yet know where things stood. But as soon 
as we decided to prepare for such a possibility, we got organized quickly. 

A work staff was established, we met with the industrialists involved with 
winter equipment, makers of parkas and warm clothing and the rest. In 
general, the IDF is already experienced at fighting under similar winter 
conditions. The slopes of the Hermon and the mountains of the Shuf are 
similar although Lebanon has some spots that are higher and a different wind 
velocity. For that reason, we did not have to develop new equipment that we 
were not familiar with. At present, all the items of equipment are on order 
or in production. The Alpine equipment--including ski equipment, cables, 
extrication equipment, snow plows, German snow wrappings which will allow 
transport of the wounded when necessary, materials to prevent frostbite--we 
got from other countries since the quantity needed is limited and production 
in Israel is not worthwhile. 


[Question] What percent of the budget is designated for winter equipment? 


[Answer] We are talking around a billion shekels. But it is allocated so that 
soldiers can subsist in cold places and maintain our position. And here I want 
to emphasize that even if a political order is established, this will not be 
wasted. The situation will not be such thatwe will throw away equipment and 
not use it because we leave Lebanon. In that case, we will have equipment for 
several years which we can use to equip our forces on the Golan Heights and 

on the Hermon. If we have one extra plow or salt spreader, we can always 
transfer it to Jerusalem, which will be very happy to have it. 


[Question] Another area that you are responsible for is authorization of 
spoils and its division among the troops. What equipment has already been 
brought into use by the IDF? 


[Answer] Many RPG launchers have already been attended to in our refurbish- 
ing centers and some have already been handed over to our forces as is. This 
is true also of bombs and of those terrible katvushas which disturbed our 
settlements. All the items have already been caken into account and have 
been fit into the planning of equipment and chey represent part of the 
general plan. 


9348 
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ISRAEL 


FUNCTIONS OF NEW MINISTRY OF SCIENCE, DEVELOPMENT DISCUSSED 
Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 5 Sep 82 p 14 


[Article by Avraham Peleg: "Nuclear Energy and ‘Exit’ to Space Among Goals of 
Ministry of Science and Development" ] 


[Text] Ministers of science are not an innovation in the world, especially in 
Europe. The question of the creation of a science ministry in Israel was first 
raised 15 years ago. But no decision was made, perhaps because of the lack of 
enthusiasm on the part of a large number of scientists.... But now, recently, 
on account of political circumstances, a science and development ministry has 
been created. The minister is a scientist of reputation not only in Israel, 
but throughout the world--Prof Yuval Ne'eman. In an interview with MA'ARIV, 
the minister describes the tasks of his ministry and his plans. 


Prof Yuval Ne'eman sees four principal roles for the new ministry: 1) to en- 
hance science in Israel; 2) to exploit the advantages which Israel has in var- 
ious fields of science so as to politically strengthen the country, and add to 
its economy, security, and honor; 3) the new minister will act as, among other 
things, the science advisor to the prime minister. It is true that the Katsir 
Committee decided that every ministry should have a chief scientist, but Prof 
Ne'eman sees the science minister as a general national science advisor; 4) to 
exploit the scientific potential of Israel for purposes of developing the 
country. 


The minister believes that today there is no one at the ministerial level who 
thinks scientifically and technologically on behalf of the country. Thus, 

there is not developing a concentrated national effort. For example: when 

the Weitzman Institute planned the construction of the great particle acceler- 
ator--which was built several years ago--the institution looked for partners 

in the very expensive project. If at the time there had been a science ministry, 
it could have supported this effort at a national level. Another example is the 
star observatory of the University of Tel Aviv. Prof Ne'eman notes that the 
observatory now needs a larger telescope, of 100 inches; it is possible that 

his ministry will be able to present a solution to this large expenditure, at 

a national level. 


The new minister says: The Ministry of Science and Development will not affect 
academic freedom, and I believe that it will greatly enhance the scientific 
system of Israel." 


116 











There are two important goals on the schedule of the new minister: development 
and construction of nuclear energy and the "exit" to space. Prof Ne'eman says: 
"In comparison to Israel's other achievements in other areas of science, it is 
lagging in these areas without justification. I view the fact that we have not 
advanced in the field of reactor construction as a serious oversight. As for 
various space programs--we have no links with any body which is involved in 
this, and we are doing nothing in this area." 


According to him, Prime Minister Begin has imparted to him the authority to 
operate an atomic energy commission. He adds: "In collaboration with the min- 
ister of energy, we will accelerate plans to construct nuclear power plants. 

To the extent that we encounter external obstacles to the achievement of this 
goal, I would not shrink from the effort to independently construct a nuclear 
reactor to produce electricity. It is particularly odd that Israel, which has 
demonstrated scientific ability in important fields has shown a reluctance in 
the area of nuclear energy." 


As for space programs, Prof Ne'eman notes that every country which has invested 
in that area has profited from it. "The challenge which President Kennedy put 
to the American people, to go out in space, has proved to be good business. It 
is enough to point to the enormous possibilities in communications through 
sateliites to prove this. Even the Arabs are about to receive a communications 
satellite. I would ask for a place on the American communications satellite.... 
But it is clear to me that we ourselves have to make an investment in research 
of communications satellites. There is room for an Israeli satellite--and it 
is clear that it will constitute a great option for our science industries." 


The ministerial committee for scientific and technological affairs, whose 
activity has not been felt for a long time:, was recently activated. Its present 
chairman is Prof Yuval Ne'eman. He indicetes that in this role he intends to 
create a subcommittee of scientists. He says: "This framework will be a state 
scientific brain trust." If we add to this the fact that the national council 
for research and development was recently transferred to the authority of the 
science ministry, it is apparent that Prof Ne'eman has already concentrated in 
his hands significant state responsibilities in the area of science. 


To this should also be added the inter-sea canal. The canal--the planning of 
which was supported by Prof Ne'eman as one of the moving forces--we now get an 
added thrust from him in his role as minister. He states: As of today, 50 
drillings have been made in the field. Thirty shallow drillings were made in 
the western area, and the rest were made to the east. We have almost completed 
the planning for locating a power station, and are progressing in the scientific 
work involved in dealing with the effect of introducing Mediterranean waters 
into the waters of the Dead Sea." 


Prof Ne'eman notes that defense research and development are not within the 
scope of his responsibility, but he will try to make every scientific issue 
depend upon his ministry. He warns that we should not rest on the laurels of 
the scientific achievements which were shown in the peace in Galilee war. He 
says: "In this area, one cannot rest for even a moment. We must race forward." 
As for civilian science, he says: "In recent years we have tended to place 
emphasis on applied research. But I will not neglect basic research." 
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For industries dependent upon science, we must devote attention and resources. 
He also says that Israel must be alert to continue to maintain the scientific 


gap between us and the Arabs. 


In his ministry's role in development, the minister sees great importance in 
investments in the Galilee, Judea, Samaria, and the Gaza District. His minis- 
try will try to locate scientific industries in Samaria and the Galilee. "In 
addition to the great effort in this area being made by the industry ministry, 
we will also try to make our contribution." 


7075 
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ISRAEL 


BRIEFS 


NAVON'S POLITICAL PLANS--President Yitzhaq Navon said last night that he 

will decide in January or February whether to present his candidacy for an 
additional term as president at the conclusion of his first term next April. 
"I do not dismiss completely the possibility of perhaps returning to political 
life, but there is no absolute certainty on this matter," he said. 

The president, who was interviewed on Moked on Television in a New Year program, 
noted that at times he feels the need to express himself on controversial 
matters. "Anyone with many years of experience in political life is naturally 
inclined toward that. At present I express my views to my wife and a few 
friends, but at times there is a desire to participate in the discussion 

and to express a view in public, and not always to look for partly veiled 
versions which obscure my thoughts," he said. Mr Navon added that when 

he wasselected he accepted this limitation in full awareness although it 

is not written into the law, and he is not sorry for having had the privilege 
of fulfilling his function as president. Yet, on the day that he was selected 
he said that perhaps he would return to political life, "so that it would 

be on the record." Regarding the possibility that he might be a candidate 

for prime minister, he responded that he has publicly requested that there 

be no such organizing movement and that he wishes to hear nothing about that 
for as long as he is still president. "That distracts me from conducting 

the duties of the presidency and does damage to this institution," he said. 
[Text] [Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 16 Sep 82 p 2] 8090 


MEDICAL EXPORT PREDICTIONS-~By the end of the decade, it is expected that 1.3 
billion dollars in medical equipment will be exported from Israel. This is in 
comparison to $100 million in the preceding decade. This information was re- 
ported to YOMAN HASHAVUA by the chief scientist of the Ministry of Commerce 


and Industry, Prof Arye Lavi. [Text] [Tel Aviv YOMAN HASHAVUA in Hebrew No 
23 17 Sep 82 p 59] ; 
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COURT BANS EVACUATION--The high court of justice this morning issued an 
interim order banning the defense minister from evacuating 140 bedouin 
families remaining in the Tel Malhata area in the Negev. In an appeal 

to the high court of justice, the bedouin claim they were not given the 
privileges stipulated in the law passed by the Knesset and that they have 
nowhere to go. They asked the high court of justice to order the defense 
minister to put off their evacuation by 3 months. Our correspondent 
Yaron Enosh points out that it was announced yesterday on behalf of the 
defense minister that he would not agree to put off the evacuation. How- 
ever, as noted, the high court of justice has now postponed the evacuation. 
The appeal of the bedouin will be discussed by a panel of three judges in 
the middle cf next week. [Text] [TA150947 Jerusalem Domestic Service in 
Hebrew 0800 GMT 15 Oct 82] 


CSO: 4400/29 
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LEBANON 


MOVES TO SLOW ISRAELI ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES CITED 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic No 288, 28 Aug 82 p 39 


[Article: "Has the Lebanese Movement to Counter Israeli Economic Penetration 
Begun?" } 


[Text] Has an awareness arisen of the threats of the Israeli economic penetra~ 
tion which has subtly emerged on more than one level recently and have practical 
attempts begun to block the "normalization" operations which Israel has set 

in motion using the area of the South as a starting point? 


The fact is that some of the indicators that have officially, economically 
and popularly appeared recently imply the first signs of this awareness and 
that challenge since no comprehensive counter-action on any level has yet 
emerged as it must, perhaps for well known political considerations, perhaps 
because of interest in the most important over the important and perhaps 
because the fresh would has not yet begun to hurt and the pain will begin 
after the shock has left. 


However, the humble awareness and defiance which have appeared must be looked 
at and be spotlighted, not only out of a concern to make the truth and reality 
appear but to spur on those who are remaining silent and are hesitating since 
it is not right to play up the limited number of acts of response to Israel 
and ignore the extensive acts of defiance to it. 


The thing first in line in the defiance to the Israeli hegemony might be 

the official rejection by the Lebanese cabinet of the Israeli steps in the 

South which was communicated to the proper international authorities. Although 
to be precise, the official stance dealth with security and administrative 
aspects and all issues involving the government's departments, it indirectly 
involves economic issues based on its reaffirmation that the Lebanese authorities 
alone have the right to practice its powers within existing Lebanese laws. 


Based on that, the Minister of Tourism, Marwan Hammadah, was the first minister, 
operating within his authority, to reject normalization and business dealings 
as he warned the travel and tourist agencies against doing tourist business 
with the Israeli authorities under penalty of cancellation of their official 
licenses without which they could not do business with the various airline 
companies. This warning was followed by the cancellation of the licenses 
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of three tourist bureaus because their owners had been part of a tourist 
delegation that had visited Israel. In fact, the currency authorities were 

a bit ahead of the Ministry of Tourism, having advised banks that they must 

not submit to Israeli instructions in Sidon which had asked the banks for 
information incompatible with banking secrecy. Apart from the official side 

of things, economic institutions have recently begun to show noticeable interest 
in the issué and have begun in one way or another to study ways to cope with 
this. If this is crystallized in clear stances, it will certainly act as 

a focal point for defiance of the Israeli economic penetration since the 

private sector is the basic instrument which can either encourage or curb 
business dealings. In this regard it should be noted that the Beirut Chamber 

of Commerce and Industry issued a statement explicitly denouncing the Israeli 
army's seizure of plants and consfication of goods and raw materials on the 
pretext that the organizations were involved in their ownership and, were 

it to continue, threatened to raise it wit the International Chamber of Commerce 
and other appropriate quarters. 


These days Lebanese economic institutions are very apprehensive about the 
Israeli penetration and among themselves are studying ways to deal with it 

but their position is still characterized by caution, perhaps because they 

have not yet gotten a clear green light, either from the government or from 
influential quarters. Among the people, based on sources close to the Lebanese 
Phalangist Party, it can be asserted that the party in turn is becoming alert 
to the real ramifications of the threat of Israeli economic penetration and 
that the party, through its economic machinery, is carpefully monitoring 

and dealing with this issue wherever it can though quietly and out of the 
limelight. 


In this regard one must still make reference to the quiet popular movement 
that rejects dealings with Israel in any form. This movement has not yet 
found a media forum and possibly its quiet character affects any publicity. 


For example, news reports from Sidon say that a few merchants concluded commer- 
cial deals with Israel but they did not mention a large faction of these 
merchants who refused to do business and began to criticize the other faction 
and lead a concentrated campaign against it. Israel in turn is trying to 

play up and spotlight any minor business dealings to make obvious media gains 
and to make others believe that commercial dealings are inevitable. 


Also, people have begun to whisper among themselves about the need to boycott 
Israeli products, particularly since they are of no better quality than 
comparable Lebanese products. 


Despite the importance of these moves, to impel them forward and to give 

them a patriotic dimension requires a clear and unambiguous official position 
denouncing economic dealings with Israel. This position will involve no 
awkwardness as long as it emobidies the conept of sovereignty about which 

the regime and government in Lebanon are adamant. Will this happen? 
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LEBANON 


BREAKDOWN OF PALESTINIAN POPULATION IN COUNTRY GIVEN 
Riyadh AL-YAMAMAH in Arabic No 716, 1-7 Sep 82 pp 40-43 
[Article: "Lebanese Crisis Is Older Than Palestinian Presence" ] 


[Text] Beirut--AL-YAMAMAH Exclusive Dispatch--Since the blockade of Beirut by 
the Israeli enemy forces invading Lebanon, the record of “redistributing the 
Palestinians" among the Arab, and perhaps even foreign, countries has been 
turned on anew. This idea has never been discussed openly since 1948 when the 
Palestinians were ousted from their country, except at the end of 1975 at a 
time when some criticism started to appear in the news media calling for the 
rescattering of the Palestinians after they had organized themselves anew in 
population and living groups, often isolated in camps and on the outskirts of 
cities. 


Even though this distribution took place haphazardly in 1948 because of geo- 
graphic, living and humanitarian considerations, it is evident that this scat- 
tered society reorganized its population distribution through individual and 
mass emigrations throughout the 4 years following the year of the catastrophe. 
When the Arab League and the UNRWA issued some regulations curtailing the Pales- 
tinian movement throughout the Arab and foreign countries and in view of the 
strictness of these measures, the Palestinians had to readapt to the reality of 
their environment and living conditions, especially since (most of the living 
and health conditions under which they existed were barely conducive to human 
survival) and since the food aid given the Palestinians was enough for no more 
than bare subsistence. Moreover, the death rate among children and old people 
approximated the birth rate, even exceeded the latter in the first 4 years. 

The continuation of this proportion would have meant the gradual extinction of 
an entire people, Contributing to this rate is the fact that large numbers of 
Palestinians lived in overcrowded or unhealthy dwellings. 


Some of them took refuge in mosques and others in old army camps or ancient 
citadels while the rest were isolated in hastily set up refugee camps on the 
outskirts of cities, on the cold peripheries of deserts or in valleys remote 
from town centers and work. 


We are not about to name here the Arab countries which denied work to the Pales- 


tinians "for wage or for no wage" by stamping their identification cards, or 
the other countries which facilitated for the Palestinians the means of earning 
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a livelihood, equated them with their citizens and granted them citizenship for 
humanita ian and legal considerations. It behooves us here to examine the liv- 
ing and social condition of the Palestinians in Lebanon since 1948. 


In Lebanon, the Palestinians settled in the areas providing them with the oppor- 
tunity to work as hired agricultural labor for the large land-owning families, 
this exempted them from the strict labor laws. Citrus farming was not as pros- 
perous in those days as it is at present. Because numerous notables owned 
citrus groves at the time, the Palestinians' long experience in this field of 
agriculture helped to develop those groves in South Lebanon (around Tyre and 
Sidon), in the north (around Tripoli) and in al-Biaq' in the east. 


In the vicinity of Beirut, the number of Palestinians was much lower than around 
the agricultural areas because of the difficulty of getting work in plants and 
factories, unless they were willing to accept the underhanded methods used by 
some influential businessmen to employ Palestinians for wages below the legal 
wage rates. 


Because education in Lebanon is mostly private and expensive, the percentage of 
educated Palestinians in Lebanon is much lower than the same percentage in any 
other Arab country, especially insofar as highschool and college education is 
concerned. 


These economic measures later generated circumstances conducive to rapproche- 
ment with Lebanese groups living under similar working and educational conditions. 


As for the Palestinian population distribution between Lebanon and the Arab 
countries, according to the census conducted by UNRWA in 1980 and the census 
conducted by the Palestinian Census Group in 1981, the Palestinians are dis- 
tributed as follows: 


1. Palestinian territory occupied before 1967 550,800 
2. West Bank 833,000 
3. Gaza Strip 451,400 
4. Jordan 1,148,334 
5. Lebanon 358,207 
6. Kuwait 299,710 
7. Syria 222,525 
8. Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 136,779 
9. Oman 50,706 
10. Egypt 45,605 
ll. UAE 36,504 
12. Qatar and Bahrain 24,233 
13. Libya 23,759 
14. Iraq 20,604 


As for foreign countries, [the Palestinians are distributed as follows]: 


1. The United States of America 104,856 
2. Other countries of the world 140,116 
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Thus, the total Palestinian population in the Arab and foreign worlds is nearly 
4.5 million people, of which: 1) Nearly 1.85 million are in the Arab terri- 
tories occupied before and after 1967; 2) nearly 1.15 million are in Jordan. 


Consequently, nearly 3 million or 66 percent of the Palestinian people live on 
Palestinian soil and in Jordan. 


Meanwhile, the remaining third is divided between the Arab countries, depending 
on living conditions. Even though the conditions of the Palestinians in Lebanon 
are much worse than those of the Palestinians in the other Arab and foreign 
countries insofar as the work and education opportunities are concerned, the 
nature of the Lebanese economy, especially the agricultural economy, needs a 
large number of skilled Palestinian farm labor. These farm laborers have gained 
further experience by undertaking the flourishing agriculture in the South, 
especially where there is high Palestinian population density, as in the seven 
Palestinian camps located around or close to Sidon and Tyre. The Palestinians 
in these camps are distributed as follows: 


1. Al-Rashidiyah Camp, south cf Sidon 14,628 
2. Burj al-Jamali Camp, southeast of Tyre 10,644 
3. Al-Bass Camp, north of Tyre » Pee 
4. Al-Bisariyah Camp between Sidon and Tyre Unknown 
5. Al-Nabatiyah Camp, northwest of Marj‘uyun 4,039 
6. Al-Miyah Wa Miyah Camp, south of Sidon 2,346 
7. ‘Ayn al-Hulwah Camp, east of Sidon 24,340 


It is evident from the above that nearly 65,000 Palestinians depend on agricul- 
ture around Sidon and Tyre, in addition to nearly 24,000 depending on the same 
occupation around the city of Tripoli in the north and distributed as follows: 


1. Al-Baddawi Camp 8,194 people 
2. Nahr al-Barid Camp, north of al-Baddawi 15,305 people 


Moreover, there are those who depend on agriculture around the town of Ba'labakk 
and reside in the French (Weiffel) barracks, totaling 4,475 people, Thus, the 
total number of Palestinians depending on agriculture in Lebanon is nearly 
100,000 people. Around Beirut, the Palestinians are settled in six camps, of 
which two camps, namely Tall al-Zatar and Al-Maslakh Camps were wiped out during 
the Lebanese civil war even though they housed groups of workers other than 
Palestinians, mostly Egyptian, Syrian and Pakistani. What is important is that © 
the four remaining camps around Beirut are: 


1. Burj al-Barajinah Camp, south of Beirut 9,466 
2. Shatila Camp, southeast of Beirut 5,435 
3. Mar Ilyaw Camp, the southern tip of Beirut 472 
4. Dubayyah Camp, east of Beirut 2,834 


Thus, the total camp population surrounding Beirut does not exceed the popula- 
tion of Al-Rashidiyah Camp alone in the South. 
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As for the remaining Palestinians in Lebanon, they include small labor groups 
which have been able to find work in the Gulf countries or educated groups 
which have been able to find for themselves a place in Lebanese society with 
their high educational qualifications. In addition, the mingling of the Pales- 
tinian and Lebanese societies is more evident than between any two other socie- 
ties. Many of the well-known Lebanese families owned vast lands in Marj ibn 
‘Amir, Nazareth, Haifa, Jaffa and Jerusalem before 1948, There is no need to. 
mention names here or to dig up the past with all its details. What is impor- 
tant here is to note that many of the Palestinian families presently engaged in 
agriculture in Lebanon used also to work in Palestine on vast Palestinian lands 
owned by Lebanese, perhaps the same families [for which the Palestinians are 
working now]. 


Many of the owners know the farmers, their wives and their children by their 
names after the emigration [from Palestine]. 


Moreover, some blood and marriage relationships were developed between the two 
peoples both before and after 1948, Furthermore, the Lebanese problem dates a 
long way back before the emergence of the Palestinian resistance in Lebanon. 
Terrible events took place in Lebanon in 1958 when there was no Palestinian 
fedayeen whatsoever in the country. The first Palestinian resistance groups 
were no more than scattered dreams at the time. The first declaration of the 
presence of Palestinian resistance did not come until the summer of 1965. 


If some people like to saddle the Palestinians with the responsibility of what 
has happened and what is happening in Lebanon, then how can these people inter- 
pret the crushing civil war which broke out in 1958--a war in which the Pales- 
tinians were neither close nor distant partners? 
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LIBYA 


WIDE ATTENDANCE AT ISLAMIC CONFERENCE REPORTED 
International Groups Attend Conference 
Tripoli AL-FAJR AL-JADID in Arabic 15 Aug 82 p 4 


[Text] Dr Muhammad Ahmad al-Sharif inaugurated the Second Conference for the 
Islamic Call which is being held in Tripoli for 6 days. Over 150 Islamic 
societies and agencies from all over the world are taking part in this con- 
ference. In addition, a large number of Muslim thinkers and scholars are also 
participating. Dr al-Sharif delivered the inaugural address during which he empha- 
sized the importance of that conference and enumerated the activities that 
Islamic societies have been engaged in ever since their establishment after the 
first conference. A law was issued then by the Revolutionary Command Council 
establishing the Islamic Call Society as a private organization for the public's 
benefit. The society would have access to the Holy War Fund from which it could 
draw to spend on God's cause and to spread Islam all over the earth. 


The society was thus able to achieve the objectives that the first conference had 
set for the Islamic call. It became a universal organization for all Muslims 
wherever they may be. Through it Muslims would offer opinions and assistance and 
through it and through them, they would receive support and assistance. This 
society thus became quite unlike some organizations that work in the area of the 
Islamic calling. These organizations had set themselves up as guardians of Islam 
and Muslims in a manner similar to the institutions of the church. This violates 
the spirit of Islam which is a purely monotheistic religion in which a person 
communicates directly with his creator without guardianship or intercession and 
without clergymen. 


In his address Dr Muhammad Ahmad al-Sharif said that che Second Conference of the 
Islamic Call comes years after this society was established and that it is a new 
turning point in the history of the Islamic call. 


Dr al-Sharif indicated that the purpose of this large Islamic gathering was to 
consider the difficulties surrounding our activities and to make plans for the 
future ot the call to ensure its progress and success despite all the problems 
and challenges we are facing in this age. This is the age during which the 
Islamic Revolution became a reality drawing people to it. Before the outbreak of 
the Great First of September Revolution, an Islamic Revolution had been the dream 
that Muslims everywhere harbored in their hearts. 


127 

















He went on to add, "Hence come the three focal points around which the debate at 
this conference will take place. These are: the Islamic call in our contemporary 
world; Muslims' problems in this age; and Islam and the challenges of the age. 
The presence of this large number of societies and agencies that are active in 
the area of Islamic calling and [Islamic] scholarship and the presence of this 
number of professors and scholars will enable this conference to come to a 
scholarly and a practical approach to the questions of the Islamic call. The 
conference will be able to make this approach more effective and more capable of 
achieving our objectives." 


Several of the brothers who were taking part in the conference made numerous 
speeches during which they referred to the role that the Islamic Call Society is 
playing to support Islam and Muslims all over the world. 


International Delegations Arrive 
Tripoli AL-FAJR AL-JADID in Arabic 15 Aug 82 p 4 


[Text] Qasim Yatim, minister of labor in the Republic of Mauritius arrived yes- 
terday evening in Tripoli to take part in the Second Conference for the Islamic 
Call. 


In a statement he made to the representative of the al-Jamahiriyah News Agency 
the minister of labor praised the development of bilateral relations that exist 
on all levels between al-Jamahiriyah and Mauritius. 


In a statement [he made] he criticized imperialist, U.S. plans against the 
nations of the African continent. 


He said that the U.S. administration was behind the fact that some African presi- 
dents did not attend the African Summit Conference in Tripoli. 


He strongly conde~ned the barbaric Zionist invasion of Lebanon. 


He said that the aim of the Zionist, racist invasion was to exterminate the 
Lebanese and Palestinian peoples. 


The delegations of the Islamic Mission Society in Zimbabwe also arrived yesterday 
evening in Tripoli. The president of the Islamic societies in Belgium and a rep- 
resentative of the societies in Brussels arrived yesterday evening also. 


Brother Mohamed al-Din, minister of transport in Sri Lanka and the delegation 
accompanying him also arrived at Tripoli International Airport. 


Brother ‘Abdallah al-Wasif, dean of the College of Education in Tunisia also 
arrived to take part in the activities of the conference. Islamic delegations 
from Australia, Malaysia, Japan and South Korea also arrived in Tripoli yesterday 
evening. 


The delegation of the Islamic Call Societies in the Netherlands and the Nigerian 
Islamic delegation also arrived in Tripoli. 
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LIBYA 


ACTIONS, PRACTICES OF GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS ATTACKED 
Tripoli AL-ZAHF AL-AKHDAR in Arabic 26 Jul 82 p 9 
[Article: "A Government and a Black Market" |] 


[Text] When AL-ZAHF AL-AKHDAR raises any question and reveals through it a slew 
of irresponsible practices that cut across several popular channels--or at least 
this is what the newspaper should do--it does so without harboring any feelings 
toward one official in particular and it does so without challenging him. It is 
the cause of the revolution and only the revolution that brings us together [in 
this discussion] and it is also the cause of the revolution that separates us. 


Many secretaries of People's Committees had not met with any of the people who 
had exposed the errors they had committed in office. None of them has any kind of 
feeling [for those officials] that would define some of the courses that this 
criticism will take. The purpose behind this revolutionary exposure is to make a 
comprehensive change in that kind of conduct which the Revolution had eliminated. 
However, this conduct has returned to society by means of a mental attitude found 
in some people who have found their way into positions of responsibility. But the 
old disposition to dominate is still eating away at this mental attitude. 


Some people have tried to make our minds bourgeois; they wanted to transform our 
attitudes into mere masses of greed, plunder and avarice. 


With conditions being what they are, some weak souls tried to steal the people's 
money and to use it to turn themselves into a private new bourgeoisie. A policy 
of dumping goods in the marketplace has contributed to the corruption of tastes 
and stimulated in greedy minds desires for corrupting society. These people thus 
wot their hands on the people's wealth and began padding their bank accounts 
abroad at the expense of the [average] citizen who found himself forced with 
extremely low-quality merchandise. Examples of such merchandise are those clothes 
that were purchased specifically to corrupt the public's taste and to take away 
the people's money without giving them any collective benefits. The least 
punishment for those who imported such materials may be to have them stabbed to 
death with needles in the Green Square. 


Others who shoulder the responsibility for implementation--only implementation-- 
are now legislating and making laws and demands in the name of the people's autho- 
rity. They issue decrees that do not take into account decrees issued by the 
People's Congresses. They scuttle projects, and they create projects. They 
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dispense millions to some foreign companies as they see fit, and they refuse to 
spend a few dirhams on activities that spread human thought. They follow 
Mussolini's practices in restraining | human] thought. 


Still a third group seems less bold. [People in this group] restrict themselves 
to forming one or several committees through which they make decisions on matters 
not covered by the resolutions of the General People's Congress. The Wage Law, 
‘the Social Security Law, the Real Estate Bank Law and other laws that hurt the 
masses may be evidence of that. 


Others attach importance to the feelings of ministers, the behavior of ministers 
and the receptions for ministers. They attach importance to the soirees of 
ministers where [guests] drown in pools of alcohol, perfume and sweet-smelling 
BMW's. 


We said that when this newspaper exposes such practices, its motivation for doing 
so is not hostility toward those people. The newspaper has no quarrel with those 
people except over the questiagn of the revolution which they are neglecting in 
this manner, with this reactionary method and conduct. If we leave them alone, 
they will destroy the ambitions of the masses and the revolutionary gains they 
have achieved. 


When people who are entrusted and charged with carrying out the resolutions of 
People's Congresses make a decision without involving the masses, that decision 
is one that establishes their mastery and confirms a reactionary mentality. Such 
a decision mocks the masses' resolutions and heeds only the worn-out, inherited 
mental attitudes of those who made it. If these ghosts [from the past] try to 
mislead people and pass their program under slogans and terms that they think 
will titillate the emotions of the masses, such an attempt would be a presump- 
tuous mockery. It would be a misguided attempt that will not be easily bought by 
the masses. Although the masses may try to overlook such matters, that does not 
mean that they do not know what is going on. All practices have now been 
disclosed and exposed to the masses. 


Many secretaries of some People's Committees have turned into legislators and 
contractors in the name of the public interest. Many have turned into brokers in 
the name of preserving the economy. And in the name of the exigencies of the 
phase many have turned into swindlers. 


This wage law could have been issued by the reactionary al-Bakkush cabinet. The 
Social Security Law could have been issued by the parliament of 'Uthman al-Sayd, 
that most erudite gentleman. A_ third [example is that] People's Committee 
secretary who acts as though he were the cashier of Mahmud al-Muntasir and 
compensates some international companies that distorted our projects. A fourth 
divides and distributes Libya's land so that very small farms do not exceed 60 or 
80 hectares. It were as though he were the surveyor of al-Kashik's or Ibn Sasi's 
land. 


A fifth changes work hours: he adds hours [here], and cancels hours [there]. He 
compensates workers, denies workers compensation and suspends workers as though 
he were a director in General Motors or the Ford Corporation. 
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Another People's Committee secretary issues a decree raising the annual alloca- 
tion for Libyans traveling abroad to 750 Libyan dinars, considering that our 
country is an oil country and Libyans must appear to have the same standard that 
those dollar-laden turbaned Arabs have. However, this increase was soon elimi- 
nated, and allocations were reduced to less than half [that figure] when the 
secretary of the General People's Committee discovered that the 300 Libyan dinars 
are more than what is enough for travel. That sum became a burden on the 
country's budget, particularly when it was learned that those who had traveled 
outside the country in 1981 were only 98,917 persons. They cost the state budget 
74,187,750 dinars. This is in addition to over 4 million dinars in paper currency 
[they took with them] since each citizen is entitled to take 80 dinars in local 
currency on every trip [abroad]. In addition, we can add to this sum almost 80 
million dollars that were purchased from the black market. 


This is what has happened to the country's treasury in 1 year. This is more than 
100 million dinars! 


When j|that person] got knowledge of this matter, he made a decisive and 
unequivocal decision to reduce the sum to less than half [what it was] provided 
that part of the total reductions in these payments be used to compensate the 
Esso Corporation and to pay the cost of private, expeditious and secret missions 
where austerity is such that scores of luxurious cars are prepared, scores of 
private suites [are reserved], servants [are provided], and a collection of 
suitcases | purchased and] loaded with tons of clothing, perfumes and other goods 
that may be foynd in the streets of London, Paris and Rome! 


Those who left al-Jamahiriyah for tourist purposes or to visit someone in the 
period between 1 January and the end of May of this year were 51,457 male and 
female citizens. Most of them went to Italy, Greece, London and Tunisia. They 
took with them 15,437,100 Libyan dinars. 


Besides, they took with them more than twice that sum in hard currency for which 
they paid three times the exchange rate, that is, 45 million dinars. In addition, 
a comparable sum of money or more in Libyan currency was smuggled out of the 
country in secret compartments of suitcases, underneath chairs, in children's 
toys, in underwear and God knows where else! 


Although the people's treasury has taken in more than 50 million dinars from its 
principal source of revenue which is policed by the secretariat, double this 
amount was taken out of the budget underhandedly by their excellencies. This is 
torbidden for the toilers who were simply delighted with the reduction since the 
one responsible for this diabolic decision did open many doors for them. Among 
these doors are [the following]: 


The alleyways of al-Suwayhili Square where the private dollar changers realize 
unimaginable prices in the Public Street Exchange and as for French francs coming 
trom there, don't ask! 


--Outlets for smuggling Libyan dinars to a fraternal country where the Libyan 
dinar is sold dirt cheap. Libyan dinars are sold abroad to obtain currency that 
can be spent locally, that is Libyan dinars are exchanged for the currency of 
that fraternal country, or they are sold to purchase another currency such as the 
franc or the Deutschemark. 
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There are other black markets there [in that fraternal country] that are more 
popular than the ones we have because of the economic policies that are being 
followed there. The policy of a citizen's allocations for that scene amounts to 
50 Libyan dinars per year. 


--Currency exchange: Here currency is exchanged on the basis of trust. This means 
that a sale is conducted outside the boundaries of the law. A Libyan citizen 
spends some money in one country, and when a citizen of that country comes to 
Libya, he can get [from that Libyan citizen] the Libyan currency he wants so he 
can spend as much as he wishes. The evidence for this can be seen in the 
quantities of merchandise [that one sees| at the points of departure. If one were 
to ask one of those travelers how much money he had brought into Libya, the 
traveler would say that he was visiting. 


We have said nothing about the currency and our Arab Libyan brothers who work in 
our people's embassies. They know how to receive the secretaries, just as they 
know how to receive poor people! 


The decision then is a loss for the Libyan dinar on the one hand and for the citi- 
zen on the other. This citizen finds himself at a loss between patronizing the 
black market and smuggling dinars or selling his integrity and his dignity. In 
all casés the Libyan citizen is anxious and disturbed. Instead of traveling with 
a feeling of confidence and happiness, he is followed by hardship and worry even 
after his vacation is over. In this he is quite unlike those who travel on 
official business and who spend their days resting, enjoying themselves and 
familiarizing themselves with fashion firms. [They stay in] furnished apartments 
[and travel in] different kinds of luxurious cars whose chauffeurs are very very 
good. They stay away from the white markets and the eyes of [curious people]. 


Arab Libyans can thus hecome quite equal. 


We do not really want to make Libyans equal. Equality [implies] good and optimis- 
tic intentions, but it is totally objectionable. The Wage Law's rejection of the 
mental attitude of equality among the people who live here [is due to the fact 
that there must be differences between] Hamidah and Muhammad, and there has to be 
a poor minister. Otherwise how will those of rank in government preserve their 
positions? 


Equality means the fall of reactionaries and exposure of their defeatist inten- 
tions. It also means the removal of all deceptive masks to show those reac- 
tionaries as they really are. 


What if Arab Libyans were to prevent themselves from traveling [abroad]? What if 
they were to give themselves a break from black markets and the temptations of 
Arab reactionaries who set up their deceptive wiles on every street to entrap 
them? 


What if this 300 Libyan dinar [allowance] were finally abolished? We would gain 
currency in the country and the dignity of every Libyan. 


If His Excellency the Prime Minister tries to issue a law, an order or a decree, 
let it be one that is appropriate to the conditions of life outside the country. 
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Let it be one that is compatible with the benefits of a major figure like 
himself, all the members of his cabinet and all those poor people who travel on 
arduous and difficult missions to Europe. This particularly applies to those who 
travel to purchase airplanes for the airline company and children's clothing for 
the neighborhoods of Abu Salim and al-Nabatiyyah. It applies to those who travel 
to negotiate with the companies that will distribute the newspaper, AL-ZAHF 
AL-AKHDAR in Europe to our students; it applies to those who travel to bring a 
group of performing artists [to Libya]. 


God has indeed created all kinds of things! 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


VIEWS ON PALESTINIAN STAND TOWARDS AMERICAN INITIATIVE 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic No 290, 11 Sep 82 p 33 


[Article by Sulayman Nimr from Jiddah: "Saudi Arabia Commits Itself to the 
Arab Stand on Fahd Proposal" ] 


[Text] "It is not possible for us to declare or to take any stand on the sub- 
ject of the Palestinian issue before we discuss it with the Palestinian brothers 
to know their stand towards it. This is the firm policy of the Saudi Kingdom 
and it now applies to the questions being asked about the Saudi Arabian stand 
on American President Ronald Reagan and the proposal for solving the Mideast 
crisis. The Kingdom does not want to declare any stand on these proposals 
prior to their having been discussed by the Palestinians and the Arabs. And 
this is what is being done now at Fes; so that it will not be said that the 
Kingdom wants to impose its stands on the Arab countries, for the stand of the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is the stand of all the Arab countries and the Kingdom 
adheres completely to what the Arab leaders decide at the Fes summit. There is 
no doubt that the Arab stand will be decided based on the Palestinian stand." 


With these words, a high-ranking Saudi official, summed up for AL-MUSTAQBAL 
last Tuesday morning his country's stand towards President Reagan's special 
Mideast initiative which he declared at the beginning of this month. The 

words of the Saudi official to AL-MUSTAQBAL actually expressed Riyadh's wish to 
have the Arab viewpoints and stands towards the American initiative debated 
inside the conference hall of the 12th Arab summit held in Fes; "For discussion 
inside the halls is more fruitful than open declarations and rhetoric through 
the news media." Based on the above, political observers in Jiddah and Ri 
observed that the Saudi Arabia news media did not refer at all to any stand 
towards the American initiative but rather they indicated in their commentaries 
that the PLO was solely responsible for taking a stand on these proposals and 
that its stand is the one that should be adopted by the Arabs. 


However, the deliberate absence of any declaration from Saudi Arabia on any 
stand towards President Reagan's proposals, does not mean that the Saudi capi- 
tal did not have any contacts with the Arab countries, especially with the PLO 
leadership, regarding the American proposals. An informed source told 
AL-MUSTAQBAL that Washington had sent a copy of President Reagan's proposals 
to the Palestinian leader, Yasir ‘Arafat, through Riyadh. 
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AL-MUSTAQBAL has learned that Mr Mahmud ‘Abbas, alias Abu-Ma-in, member of the 
executive committee of the PLO, delivered last Saturday a letter to King Fahd 
Bin ‘Abd al-'Aziz from the Palestinian leader. This letter contained the Pales- 
tinian stand towards President Reagan's proposals. AL-MUSTAQBAL also learned 
that the initial Palestinian stand that was delivered to the Saudi king con- 
tained Palestinian reservations on some of the points that appeared in the 
proposals. 


The reservations concern the following Points: 1) The initiative discusses the 
legitimate rights of the Palestinians but at the same time it wrests these 
rights by opposing the establishment of a Palestinian state and it does not dis- 
cuss any practical exercise of these rights. 2) The initiative does not discuss 
who represents the Palestinian people and does not recognize the fact that the 
PLO is the recognized legitimate representative of the Palestinian people. In 
addition, the initiative wrested the right from the Palestinian people {on the 
question of association or nonassociation] with Jordan. 3) The initiative talked 
about West Bank and Gaza Strip Palestinians but it did not discuss the fate of 
the rest of the Palestinian people. 


However, ‘Arafat's letter to King Fahd made it clear that these reservations do 
not mean Palestinian rejection of the initiative but rather the PLO wants to 
get additional clarifications. And this cannot be done, as the letter made it 
clear, except through Saudi Arabian extensive diplomatic and political activity 
with the American Administration. 


Diplomatic sources in Jiddah told AL-MUSTAQBAL that the Saudi king expressed 
satisfaction towards the "enlightened" Palestinian stand especially since the 
Palestinian leadership had informed the Saudi officials that its stand, which 
will be announced later, would be delayed until all the clarifications had been 
received and all the reactions towards the American initiative had been known. 


If the Saudi capital received details of the Palestinian stand towards Presi- 
dent Reagan's initiative, the Saudi king was also informed about the Jordanian 
stand towards the American initiative through the fleeting visit King Husayn 
paid Jiddah last week. Diplomatic circles told AL-MUSTAQBAL in Jiddah that 
the Saudi king advised the Jordanian king that Jordan should not announce any 
stand on the American initiative until the Arab summit convenes. 


Political observers in Jiddah believe that Saudi Arabia played a big role in the 
political struggle that took place in complete secrecy in Washington's corridors 
while President Reagan was preparing his proposals. These observers said that 
despite the feelings of Saudi officials that President Reagan's initiative does 
not contain all legitimate Arab demands towards a just peace, a number of its 
points, especially Washington's recognition for the first time of the rights 

of the Palestinian people, and its emphasis on the illegitimacy of the occu- 
pation of the West Bank and Gaza Strip is considered a victory for the "quiet" 
Saudi diplomacy which was able to turn the Israeli invasion of Lebanon into a 
great diplomatic victory for the PLO in the world and American recognition of 
the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people. And if the Saudi officials 
refuse to discuss the efforts which they exerted with the American Administra- 
tion to give its priority to the Mideast problem, Israeli hostility towards 
Saudi Arabia underscores, in the view of political observers, the important role 
Saudi Arabia played with Washington. 
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Political observer's circles in the Saudi capital say that while Saudi offi- 
cials feel that President Reagan's proposals do not contain the known Arab con- 
ditions for peace in the region, they consider that these proposals represent a 
positive step forward in the American Administration's stand in dealing with the 
Mideast crisis, particularly in light of the changes that took place in the wake 
of the Israeli invasion of Lebanon. These circles add that what President Reagan 
put forward, especially his emphasis on the illegality of the Israeli occupation 
of the West Bank and Gaza Strip, is considered an important step forward especial- 
ly in view of the weak Arab stand with its discord, deficiency and exaggeration 
which makes the Arabs incapable of action and has led them to such concessions. 
Saudi officials in Jiddah concede that if it were not for the extraordinary 
Palestinian steadfastness in defying the Israeli enemy and the great political 
victory that the PLO was able to achieve through [events in] Lebanon, the Pales- 
tinians would not have been able to get the recognition from President Reagan 
that there was legitimate rights for the Palestinian people. 


All eyes in Saudi Arabia are directed towards the outcome of Fes whose summit 

is considered a turning point and crossroads for the Arab world. The resulting 
outcome of this summit will decide the Arab fate: either towards the right 

path or towards its downfall. However, all in Jiddah feel great optimism in the 
summit's success especially after what: Saudi King Fahd said last Monday evening: 
"I express my satisfaction in the definite determination I perceive on the side 
of brother leaders to reach a unified Arab stand towards the important issues 
facing our nation." 


9999 
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SUDAN 


TOPICS FOR NEXT MONTH'S SECURITY MEETING IN KHARTOUM PROVINCE 
Khartoum AL-SAHAFAH in Arabic 23 Aug’ 82 p 1 


[Article by Muhammad Hasan Zaki: "Broad Meeting to be Held in Khartoum Province 
Next Month to Discuss Public Order, Haphazard Housing and Supply"] 


[Text] Early next month a broad, aperiodic meeting for security will be 

held in Khartoum Province within the framework of the interconnected efforts 

of all agencies and quarters to carry out the directives of our leader, Presi- 
dent Ja'far Muhammad Numayri to pay attention to the country's national capital 
and to ease the burdens of the masses and to respond to their aspirations. 





This was announced to AL-SAHAFAH by Brig Gen Ba-Bakr 'Abd-al-Rahim, chairman 
of the regular forces committee in the central preparatory committee of the 
Sudanese Socialist Union. His Excellency said that it was a goal of the 
regular forces committee's program of action to hold this important conference 
in compliance with the directives of the president. At the committee's initia- 
tive a broad meeting was held last June of the leaders of the regular forces 
to draft the overall concept of the conference and to think about the issues 
raised by the committee. In selecting them, it had kept in mind that the 
issues should be close to the average citizen, in tough with his daily life 
and adopted after well directed and constructive discussion. The meeting 
determined the priority of the issues for presenting them to the rotating 
conference. 


His Excellency went on to say that in the light of the discussions of the 

broad meeting of the leaders of the regular forces, a steering committee 

for the conference was formed under the chairmanship of Brig (Police) Dr 

Sirr al-Khatm 'Uthman, and with Lt Col (Police) Nabil Ahmad 'Uthman as reporter. 
The committee has among its members representatives of all regular forces. 

The steering committee has held eight meetings to discuss its tasks and powers 
and the debate and dialogue expected of it. The committee felt that the 
rotating conference for security in Khartoum Province should focus its efforts 
on public order in the national capital and that the working papers should 
involve the following subjects: 


Haphazard, unplanned housing: Its causes, prevalence, dangers and social, 
health, security and economic harm, ways to deal with existing situations 
and future plans of appropriate quarters to avoid this. 
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Public Order Campaigns and Clearing the Capital 


The study covers the importance of these campaigns and their positive and 
negative effects and plans of the Supreme Committee to achieve public order 
and clear the capital (of undesireable elements), the effect of this clearing 
out on the other regions, the need for cooperation so that this action will 
not merely export problems from the capital to the regions and coordination 
to create employment opportunities for those covered by the campaigns. 

There is a paper submitted by the Supreme Committee involving a complete 
evaluation of its work and future plans. 


The Supply Issue 


The study focusses on ensuring that commodities reach the people easily in 

the desired quantities and at rixed prices. It also covers ways to combat 
smuggling of commodities and consumer goods as well as evaluating the experiment 
of the price courts and the possibility of making them more general, the 

role and effectiveness of control,s the issue of private farms around the 
capital and the extent they have achieved the goal for which they were permitted 
and the role they must play in achieving an abundance of goods. 


The Popular Effort in Helping to Achieve Public Order 


The study covers the mobilization of popular efforts in areas of effective 
participation in watchfulness and order and ways to do this and the possiblity 
of making the peoples police organization a way to start this besides the 
roles of the political organization, mass, factional and popular organizations 
and youth, womens and national capitalist organizations and their major and 
necessary role in supporting the police machinery. 


Possession of Firearms and Controls and Their Use 


A goal of the study is to draft rigid controls so that no firearms will be 
authorized except in compliance with specific criteria and conditions in 
accordance with the appropriate law. 


Regulating Traffic in the Capital and on the High Speed Leading to It 


The study covers managing the flow of traffic on the streets of the capital, 
disciplining drivers and users of public roads, regulating truck parking, 
imposing supervision on the high speed roads, operating public communications, 
problems of some drivers and devising the necessary solutions for managing 
the flow of traffic in the national capital. 


At the close of his statement to AL-SAHAFAH, the chairman of the regular 

forces committee stated that the rotating conference for security in Khartoum 
Province would reflect the real role of the regular forces committee in consoli- 
dating progress toward the desired goal of security and stability of the 
homeland. He stressed that the committee's program of action would keep 

pace with the desires and needs of the people within the context of collective 
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action and emboyding the vital, effective role which is played by the regular 
forces as a vanguard platoon of the working forces of the alliance of our 

people which is fully interactive and totally in harmony with the other platoons 
for the wellbeing and progress of the homeland and the people. 


8389 
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SUDAN 


SUCCESS OF FUTURE INVESTMENT PROGRAM DISCUSSED 
London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 31 Jul 82 p 3 


[Article: "Will the Trilateral Investment Program in Sudan Successfully 
Cope With the Problems of the Economy?"'] 





[Text] During lengthy meetings the Sudanese cabinet has approved the 3- 
year investment program for 1982-1983/1984-1985 as an intermediate range 
economic plan to correct the course of the Sudanese national economy which 
is facing harsh economic circumstances. From 1976 to 1982 the growth rate 
of the economy has not exceeded about 3 percent. The percentage of govern- 
mental income of the gross local product fell from 17 percent in 1976/1977 
to 3 percent in 1981/1982. Also, trade terms were not in Sudan's favor and 
in addition there was a rise in imports, especially capital goods and a rise 
in debt service obligations with harsh terms and short periods and this in- 
creased the deficit in the balance of payments which amounts to about 500 
million Sudanese pounds a year. 


The 3-year investment program comprises intermediate term plans within the 
framework of Sudan's national economic and social development plan meaning 
that the size of investments of the public sector are determined by economic, 
social and political changes. The 3-year investment program will be prepared 
each year in accordance with the capabilities of covering the 3-year period. 
It is supposed to be more realistic compared with the long-range plan because 
it increases confidence in the information and figures which serve as the 
basis for the 3-year programs so as to benefit from their dynamism in re- 
balancing the national economy on the sector and regional level. The 3- 

year investment programs are attracting profound interest on the part of 
financiers on the bilateral and international levels. 


The 3-year investment program document for 1982/1983-1984/1985 is more compre- 
hensive and contains more complete information and data and involves a more 
profound analysis of the Sudanese economic process. The program document 
contains five sections discussing and analyzing the performance of the Sudanese 
economy during the past 5 years, the economic policies which were contained 

in the economic concentration and fiscal reform program, the objectives of 
development and the size of investments by the public sector during the next 

3 years from the standpoint of sectors, regions and projects. 
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Objectives of the Program 


The overall goals of the program are fundamentally aimed at achieving the 
following objectives: 


Rebuilding the production sector of the Sudanese economy, particularly the 
agricultural and industrial sectors. 


Increasing exports and expanding comparable replacement for imports, something 
that will help to expand foreign trade and improve the balance of payments 
situation. 


Expanding the partnership base of the private sector. 


Expediting the discovery and exploitation of Sudan's natural resources, particu- 
larly oil. 


Increasing the gross local product of the country and increasing per capita 
income. 


Sector Goals 


There are detailed sector goals in the document covering the agricultural, 
industrial, energy, mining, transport and communications and services sectors. 
Major goals of these sectors include completion of the reconstruction and 
modernization plans for the White and Blue Nile, the new Halfa and al-Jazirah 
projects and the al-Rahd agricultural projects, reconstruction of the sugar 

and textile projects, increasing the production of electric power by completing 
projects which are still underway, expansion of the transport and communications 
network to serve the production sectors and focusing on technical training 

to fill the needs of the production sectors. In addition to this, the program 
has not overlooked regional development, about 245 million pounds having 

been earmarked to meet the needs of development in the regions, particularly 

in the fields of promoting foodstuffs projects, services and education. 


Priorities 
However, what are the priorities of the 3-year investment program? 


The program has set definite priorities aimed at completing projects which 

are underway and which will bring a good economic return and at rebuilding 

and modernizing production sectors, particularly in the agricultural and 
industrial sectors, in exploiting idle production capacity in order to increase 
the country's revetion of the country's natural resources, particularly oil. 


Program Appropriations 


Total proposed investments of the program total about 1.9 billion Sudanese 
pounds at current exchange rates. A constant factor of inflation has been 
built in on the basis of 15 percent for an annual increase of prices 15 percent 
on the local market and 10 percent for worldwide prices. It treats the local 
component as covering about 70 percent of local resources and 30 percent 

of foreign. 
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The transport and communications and agricultural sectors have been given 
first priority in the program with toal amounts for sector investments broken 
down as follows: 


Agricultural - 526 million pounds; industrial - 121; water -76; transport 

and communications - 547; services - 186; and regional development - 245 
million pounds. The appropriations for the agricultural sector do not include 
the huge agricultural projects that will have an effect on the infrastructure 
over the next 3 years, such as the construction of reservoirs and the digging 
of irrigation canals, nor do the energy sector appropriations cover the oil 
use project ar the construction of the refinery. 


Economic Effects of the Program 


Implementation of this program is expected to help in the growth of local 
product at an average of about 4 percent a year over the period of the program. 
A main goal of the program is to improve the balance of payments and to define 
the size of assistance needed to achieve the growth rate, stability and payment 
of the country's financial obligations. The program wi’l also help to increase 
the total volume of exports on the basis of a net price of about 600 million 
Sudanese pounds in 1981/1982 to about 972 million in 1984/1985, as well as 
helping to reduce the total cost of imports from 1.5 billion in 1981/1982 

to 1.3 billion in 1984/1985. 


We ask: What the connection between the 3-year investment program and the 
economic and social development plan for 1977/1978-1982/1983? 


The 3-year investment program is considered the hub of the 6-year development 

plan and is to help to define all the obstacles which the 6-year plan encountered, 
as well as reevaluating its investments on realistic bases because of the 

local and international economic and financial circumstances which face the 
national economy. 


Financing the Program 


Financing the program requires intensive outside activity to obtain foreign 
assistance and loans to cover sums running from 500 to 600 million Sudanese 
pounds a year, if the program meets with acceptance by financiers. The Mini- 
stry of Finance and Economic Planning has begun to make intensive contacts 
with governments, organizations and regional and national financing funds 

to engage in consultations about helping to finance the program. Sudan will 
invite a number of governments and organizations to participate in a major 
economic conference in Paris during the last quarter of this year to draft 
financing plans for this program after it is studied. 


8389 
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TUNZSIA 


FOREIGN MINISTER ON MIDEAST PEACE PLANS 
GF111356 Doha QNA in Arabic 1010 GMT 11 Oct 82 


[Text] Dubayy, 11 Oct (QNA)--Tunisian Foreign Affairs Minister Beji Caid 
Es-Sebsi has stressed that the Arab peace plan is a complete plan that pre- 
sents the principles for a durable and comprehensive solution to the Palestinian 
issue, defines the stages and the method of execution of this plan and in ad- 
dition, represents the will of all the Arab countries, 


In a statement to [the UAE] paper AL-BAYAN, he said: The Fes plan and the 
Reagan plan are not identical and we believe that the Fes plan is the [appro- 
priate] solution. He also expressed belief that the utmost [achievement] of 
the Reagan plan is that it better evaluates the situation in the area, but 

he indicated that it contains extreme weak points that cannot provide a conm- 
prehensive solution to the Middle East issue. 


The Tunisian foreign affairs minister added: The Reagan plan is character- 
ized by a new quality, which is the presence of a political will to find a 
solution and the possibility of a new dynamic action, but we should get further 
clarification and information on this plan. This is the goal of the committee 
which stemmed from the Fes summit and which will visit the United States to 
explain the Arab Fes plan and to demand explanations from the Americans on 
their plan and goals. 


Es-Sebsi also demanded that the United States recognize the PLO, since it is 
the legitimate representative of the Palestinian people. He added: The 
crux of the current crisis in the Middle East is the Palestinian issue, and 
that is why if the United States wants to play a role, then it must hold a 
dialog with the genuine partner in this issue, namely, the Palestinians. 


CSO: 4500/14 
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TUNISIA 


TUNISIA-NIGER CUSTOMS, TOURISM AGREEMENTS SIGNED 
PM111331 Tunis L'ACTION in French 1 Oct 82 p 4 
[Unattributed report: "Signing of Commercial and Tourist Agreements"] 


[Text] National Economy Minister Abdelaziz Lasram and Niger's Commerce and 
Transportation Minister Ahmed Hamid Algabit signed a preferential commercial 
agreement and an agreement on cooperation in tourism between Tunisia and Niger 
at the National Economy Ministry yesterday afternoon. 


Those agreements are the result of talks which took place between the Tunisian 
and Nigerian :delegations during the friendly working visit which the Nigerian : 
commerce and transportation minister paid to Tunisia 28 September through 

1 October 1982. 


The commercial agreement makes provision for 50-percent relief on customs 
duty. 


In addition the two sides drafted a cooperation program for tourism and agreed 
to open negotiations particularly with a view to developing air and land trans- 
portation between the two countries. 


Mr Abdelaziz Lasram made a speech in which he first welcomed the good friendly 
relations which exist between Tunisia and Niger. He said that the talks be- 
tween the Tunisian and Nigerian ‘delegations gave them the opportunity to dis- 
cuss problems encountered in cooperation between the two countries and immed- 
iately made it possible to highlight future prospects for that cooperation, 
which, he said, will not receive a new boost. 


In addition the minister explained that Tunisia is now more convinced than ever 
that the future belongs to cooperation among African countries, stressing 
Tunisia's concern to develop exemplary cooperation with fraternal and friend- 
ly countries like Niger. 


In conclusion Mr Lasram expressed the hope that the Nigerian president's 
planned visit to Tunisia will help to give an impetus to cooperation between 
the two countries, notably in the sphere of transportation and in trade. 


For his part Mr Ahmed Hamid Algabit expressed in his speech his full satis- 
faction with the practical results produced by the talks between the two dele- 
gations, pointing out in that connection that progress can be recorded in 
cooperation between the two countries in the transportation sphere. 
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TUNISIA 


ECONOMIC STATUS OF RBJERBA AREA REVIEWED 
Tunis AL-'AMAL in Arabic 12 Aug 82 pp 4h, 5 


[Article by Omar Yahya: "Ajim in Djerba, in Mednine Province, 
Is One of the Most Modern of the Heavily Populated Delegations 
in the Province"] 


[Text] The newspaper Al-'AMAL continues to follow the rule of 
staying in direct contact with officials and citizens in all 
areas of the republic, however remote they might be. In this 
context, AL-'AMAL's team has continued its regional and local 
investigations in the Province of Mednine. After the Beni 
Kheddache Delegation and Bou Gharara Sector in the Mednine Dele- 
gation, we now reach a newly established delegation which is 

one of the most important areas of the province from the his- 
toric, strategic and even economic standpoint -- the Delegation 
of Ajim on the famous island of Djerba. With the creation of 
this delegation, the island is now subdivided into three delega- 
tions -- the original one of Djerba Hawmet El Souq, Djerba 
Midoun, then Djerba Ajim, as the people in the island wish to 
call it, lest the name of Djerba disappear with the new geo- 
graphical subdivision. We contacted the original delegation of 
the area to obtain general information, then went about in the 
region and talked with some of the officials in it, foremost 
among them the vigorous sector chief Mr Ali El Traboulsi. We 
also spoke briefly with the person in charge of the municipality 
branch in Ajim, Mr Bouzeid El Mallah, but were not able to talk 
with the head of the section, Mr. Mohamed El Mashhout, because 
of sudden circumstances, among them the short nature of our 
stay in the region. 


The important thing is that this delegation, which has been 

recently established in the administrative sense, is one of the 
oldest villages on the island in the historic sense, in view of 
its well known strategic location. This occasion will not per- 
mit a review of a capsule summary of its history; suffice it for 
us to mention that its location is considered tantamount to the 
main gateway or entrance to this magic isle, which enchanted 

Ulysses centuries ago, since only a few hundred meters separate 
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it from El Djurf which ancients would traverse in sailboats, and 
over which travel is now easy, thanks to the large modern ferries 
which the storms of the sea cannot keep from linking El Djurf to 
Ajin. 


General Information 


In the general information we received from the Hawmet El Souq 
Delegation, it was stated that the new delegation in Ajim would 
include the Kelala sector alongside that of Ajim. 


The area of the Ajim sector alone comes to about 64 square 
kilometers and its inhabitants number no less than 15,000. It 
has a municipal department and two branches, one in Ajim and the 
other in El Khanansa. It also has three elementary schools, in 
Ajim, El Mathania and El Khanansa. Next year its children will 
pursue their secondary education in an institute which has been 
located in the last of these areas, so that it may gradually 
absorb students in the schools of the region, who now total 
1,500 in the primary stage, as well as those who are spread 
about through other areas on the island and beyond. 


In the area there also are clinics in Ajim and El Khanansa, a 
children's club, a hause of the people, a sporting club, the 
sports federation in Ajim, and a playground whose state will 
require much effort before it deserves this name. 


To the Ajim sector we might add the sector of Kalala, with 

which it makes up the new delegation. The latter has more than 
8,500 inhabitants and it has a municipal department, two branches, 
one in Kalala and the other in Oued El Zebib, four schools and 

a clinic. 


Fishing, Farming and Emigration 


These three elements are the most important economic features 
of the whole area of the new delegation, which is as old as the 
region; we cennot give more importance to one element than to 
the others. Starting with farming, that cannot be separated 
from fishing, since the area is on the edge of the Sea of 
Ishtahr, and for a long period of time has been producing sail- 
ors as well as producing tons of sponge and fish. It would 

not be correct to downplay emigration, since the sea has often 
encouraged people to travel, and it is well known that all the 
inhabitants of the area are well known for their pursuit of 
trade of all kinds inside and outside the territory of Tunisia. 


Agriculture 


The island in general, and the area of Ajim Delegation in parti- 
cular, have been known for their reliance on almost all kinds of 
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farming, but they specialize in the cultivation of olive trees. 
The greatest proof of that is the fact that they still have 
very old olive trees which in some cases were planted as far 
back as Roman era, when the island was linked to dry land for the 
first time by the well known causeway, the road linking Jirjis 
to Kalalah. The overall area of land farmed is estimated at 32 
square kilometers in Ajim and about 8,000 hectares in Kalala. 
The water sources are of course surface wells, when there is no 
rainfall; these wells are estimated to number about 70 in Ajin, 
30 of which are privately owned, and come to 90 in Kalala, of 
which 40 are now being operated by motor. In addition, there 
are two artesian wells, one of which is shut down in Ajim it- 
self. It is new, and we will return to this subject. 


The distribution of the groundwater table in the delegation per- 
mits only small reservoirs to produce water fit for agriculture, 
Since the water that comes out of most of the Ajim sector is 
almost as salty as seawater and there is freshwater only in the 
interior of the delegation, that is, the Oued El Zebib sector 
in particular. As a consequence of this distribution of water, 
each area specializes in a different kind of production. Most 
areas of the delegation specialize in the production of olive 
trees and date palms, which are drought resistant trees. In 
addition there are some grape vines and fig trees. A person 

who can get up early to attend the weekly market in Ajim on 
Sundays and Wednesdays will quickly note that most of the out- 
put that is offered comes from the Oued El Zebib area or El 
Dakhla, that is, the mainland adjacent to Ajim, the El Djurf 
area, and he will not be able to find local production for sale. 
However, from our discussion with the sector chief, Mr Ali El 
Traboulsi, it appears that the situation was not like this about 
2 decades ago, when the region was almost self-sufficient. The 
secret for the decline in production does not lie in a single 
cause; the most important cause was a deficiency in the flow 

of surface water provided by an artesian well located near the 
market, which is known as the El Roumi well, a well which 
supplied a large oasis producing various vegetables and grains 
as well as dates. 


Further Good News 


This good news is embodied in an agricultural project which 
could bring the region back to its former state in terms of 
vegetable, grain and livestock production. The government set 
about drilling an artesian well which was not far from the 
original one and water came gushing out and flowed among the dry 
farms. However, this well has been shut down for a number of 
reasons, among them the fact that the land surrounding it has 
deteriorated over the years, as well as the fact that no pea- 
sants are enthusiastic to use the blessings the government has 
provided. We talked with the sector chief at length on this 
subject and he informed us of the existence of a project for 
which allocations were made and for which topographical stu- 
dies were then set out, however, a start has not yet been made 
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in carrying it out. The project involves piping water from 

the well the northern side of the sector east and west of the 
paved road toward the sea where there are large areas of virgin 
land which could supply the whole island if their exploitation 
was developed as it ought to be, and they could provide a stable 
livelihood for hundreds of citizens. Is there anyone to put 
this vital project in motion? 


Date Palms -=- Has Their Time Ended? 


This area still contains thousands of date palms, which have been 
able to persevere in the face of waves of drought. Today these 
palm trees are in a pitiable state; -- they have been neglected 
in a bewildering manner. It is true that many of them are row 

no longer fit for production, in view of changes in people's 
circumstances, but does that mean that one must neglect the 
entire resource, even that part of it that is good? 


The fact is that the peasants, especially the old peasants, are 
no longer able constantly to look after the palms, since it is 
hard for them to climb them. Young peasants prefer to emigrate 
and have started refraining even from picking the fruit, let 
alone looking after the trees. Until not long ago, these oases 
were the best guarantee of sustenance for inhabitants in bad 
times, the best fodder for livestock, which have started to 
decline in the region, and the best provider of sustenance for 
people wishing to use the branches to make boats or fishing in 
the sea and stakes from the leftover dry branches for catching 
fish, for baskets or for fans. Even the brooms in homes are 
made of what is known as "“abalkirnaf." In addition the trunks 
of the palm trees are used by being burnt for fuel or as wood 
for roofs. These uses have almost totally disappeared, but we 
do not believe that people's imaginations are so deficient that 
this resource will be allowed to go to waste in this manner. 
Haven't we heard that paper is extracted from palm fronds and 
that sugar is extracted from poor dates in Iraq? The wheels of 
time must revolve once again in order to convince people and 
officials that the basis of civilization, no matter how it may 
flourish, is the land, and what it holds on and underneath 

its surface. 


The statements made about date palms hold for olive trees, al- 
though the latter still receive some care, if only because they 
happen to be located in populated areas, for which reason it is 
possible to look after them easily. Nonetheless, it is 
necessary to point out that most of the olive trees that exist 
have become aged and must gradually be replaced, as is now 
happening in some areas. 


Ocean Fishing 
We have pointed out that for a very long time Ajim wes famous for 


its maritime activity, in the form of commerce, fishing and 
sponge fishing. The methods of exploitation there remain tradi- 
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tional to this day. Before getting into the subject of ocean 
fishing, it is necessary to point out that in the days of 
colonialism the principles of sailing were taught in this 
village, in a humble school which graduated sailors who could go 
to the farthest areas of the world. Today, however, it does not 
exist -- indeed, it has even been decided to base the marine 
fishing vocational training school far away from Ajim. 


If we review the general information in this field from the 
figures that have been presented to us, we will find that the 
number of sailors now does not exceed 70, the number of boats 
equipped with motors does not exceed 20, and the number of sail- 
boats comes to 50. This fleet, in its entirety, supplies only 
about 400 tons of fish and about 6 tons of Sponge a year. The 
figures also show that the number of sailors in the Kalala sector 
comes to 70 also, working in vessels, 10 of which are equipped 
with motors, and producing about 700 kilograms a day. 


People who know the nature of the marine area will quickly 
realize that these figures are inadequate, since the marine 
area in which this activity is pursued could absorb more than 
twice the number of sailors and boats that exist, especially 
Since the fish thrive and reproduce in a normal manner around 
any land area resembling a peninsula. Above and beyond that, 
there is the possibility of heading out into the open waters 

of the famous Gulf of Gabes. Perhaps some people who live in 
the area will find fault in this large figure on the bounties 

of the sea area, since they cannot find many fish, but the truth 
is that it is the poor method of exploitation which has had 

an effect on the yield from the sea. Therefore it is necessary 
to increase surveillance over the size of the fish caught on 

the coast, especially so that small fish are not taken away from 
their spawning grounds and miss the opportunity to grow and re- 
produce, benefitting the fishermen in a more useful manner. 


Sponges 


One cannot talk about the activity of the sailors in Ajim without 
talking about fishing for sponge, a rare material whose prices 
keep rising year by year. The people of Ajim have had great 
latitude and well known skill in this field, and they have found 
open markets for it where it is sold at auction. It now 

appears that the sponge fishermen's activity has diminished 

and we do not know the real reasons for this, somewhat except 

for the limitations of equipment and the scarcity of expertise, 
which has gone with the big "chiefs." 


In our opinion, sponge fishing is to be considered one of the 
biggest avenues to development in the region, as long as sales 
prices are reasonable. To enhance it, it is necessary to 

modernize equipment and use the expertise available to the old 
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men to help the young people, for whom it is now difficult to 
dive dozens of meters below water to look for sponge without 
any artificial aids. 


Obvious Efforts 


The government has made obvious efforts in the context of the 
development of marine fishing sector activity in the region. 

In this area, it is enough for us to point to the construction 
of the marine fishing harbor on which work is still going on, 
which costs hundreds of thousands of dinars. However, as far as 
production itself is concerned, we found nothing but the rural 
development program, which has made tangible efforts, enabling 
someone who sent in 5,000 dinars to make vessels, and enabling 
someone else who sent in the same amount to repair boat engines. 
These two people received assistance amounting to 1,000 dinars to 
obtain boats, in addition, aid has been given to many sailors 

in the form of grants ranging from 100 to 150 dinars. The 

rural development program has also helped aid sailors from the 
Kalala sector to obtain boats equipped with motors by giving them 
about 1,700 dinars, and it has aided some others with grants 
amounting to 100 dinars each. 


While we are on the subject of marine fishing, we must refer 
to the marine product cannery which was erected close to the 
port, which will be the best support for fishermen in the area. 


Rural Development Projects 


For some time there has been much talk on ways of introducing 
rural development into the island, now that it has all become 
a municipality. However, officials have found a format which 
will guarantee that this program is put to work in the rural 
areas and villages. 


The first thing one observes is that this program alone has pro- 
vided most of the equipment in the Ajim Delegation and perhaps 
the establishment of the delegation in this area will help 
create greater development programs. 


We have already addressed ourselves to the efforts the rural 
development program has made in the field of ocean fishing, 

and there is no need to repeat them. However, there are a 
number of other areas that have been included in these programs, 
which have given aid to many regions, including the construction 
of 123 rural dwellings in Ajim as well as the construction of a 
dispensary in El Khanansa and the piping of water to ordinary 
housing in Ajim, above and beyond aid to various craftsmen, 

such as 170 dinars in aid to welders, 500 dinars for carpenters, 
500 dinars for blacksmiths and 1,000 dinars for bakers, in 
addition to other aid, such as the distribution of sprinkler 
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equipment, tanks, air conditioned houses, sheep, equipment for 
traditional industries and quantities of wool throughout the 
whole area. 


As regards the new projects that are to be carried out in the 
coming period, which lie outside the scope of rural development, 
the Hawmet El Souq Delegation informed us of the construction 
of a secondary institute in Ajim which will admit students next 
year and consolidation of the ferry system with new ferries 

to facilitate the transit of passengers between Ajim and the 

El Djurf area, then the expansion and paving of roads connecting 
Ajim and Hawmet El Soug, on which work has been started, as has 
‘the work on the ferry harbor and the secondary institute. In 
the list of new projects we also find the paving of the road 
connecting Ajim and Riad and the construction of a store belong- 
ing to the regional marine fishing bank which will sell fish- 
ing equipment to people in the region. 


Rural Development has also made many achievements in the Kalala 
sector, which belongs administratively to the Ajim Delegation. 
Among these we might mention the transmission of water to Kalala 
and Oued El Zebib, the transmission of electricity to Oued El 
Zebib, the construction of 36 rural dwellings in Kalale, 20 in 
Oued El Zebib, and 16 in Fl Harir, and the construction of a 
porcelain industry vocational training institute. In addition, 
it has enabled the porcelain cooperative in Kalala to take out a 
loan of 20,000 dinars for equipment and has given carpenters a 
grant of 500 dinars, electricians a grant of 300 dinars, bicycle 
repairmen a grant of 200 and 500 dinars, tailors a grant of 400 
dinars and leatherworkers a grant of 500 dinars. It has given 
about 14 porcelain manufacturers grants of 300 dinars, and 
peasants have been given aid of 3,456 and 1,800 dinars to set 
up surface wells. In addition, there is small-scale aid, which 
ranges from the distribution of equipment for traditional indus- 
tries to girls to the distribution of qvantities of wool, the 
distribution of sheep and aid for the purchase of air condi- 
tioned houses. 


The Municipality: Why Isn't Independence Restored to Its Munici- 
pality? 


The Ajim area was independent, with its own municipality, for 
decades. However, officials in the area decided at some point 
that it was necessary to merge all the municipalities that exist- 
ed in the area into one municipality in order to obtain a number 
of benefits for the entire region. However, at the present 

time the situation requires the opposite: our policy, for a 
short period of time, has depended on centralization in every- 
thing, and officials at the national level have become aware of 
the need to break up this unjust centralization and bring the 
authorities close to the citizen, wherever he may be. The 
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government has taken the initiative of concentrating a delegation 
in the area; isn't it proper that the municipality should start 
to do this and that Ajim should regain its municipality, to ease 
matters? 


We sensed many complaints among citizens in this regard. Whether 
rightly or wrongly, they all agreed that it is necessary to 
restore the municipality to its previous state, especially since 
they consider that their share of the municipality's accomplish- 
ments are modest and trivial in comparison with what they pay. 
They often compare the accomplishments of the municipality in 
other areas of the island with the modest ones in their own 
area. However, this does not in reality mean criticism of the 
main municipality, which has distributed its efforts throughout 
the island. The figures we have been presented by the Hawmet 

El Souq Delegation show that there have been many accomplish- 
ments in the present Delegation of Ajim, such as the construc- 
tion of a commercial vessel in Ajim; it is not known if that 

was just a project or was built later. There also are the 
paving of roads with sidewalks inside the town, the construc- 
tion of a children's club, the construction of a playground 

and street lighting. In Kalala the information at our disposal 
speaks of the construction of a municipal department there, the 
construction of a post office and the construction of two 
auditoriums in the Kalala school and two in the third school. 


In any event, we have most accurately presented the citizens’ 
complaints about the paucity of municipal services in the sec- 
tor, not to mention the facilities for them. The citizens de- 
mand that the municipality be abolished; this agency continues 
to be the object of the citizens; criticism in almost all areas 
of the republic; wherever there is a municipality, there are 
complaints about it. These titrefore, are the most important 
features of the area, the most important achievements in it, 
and the sum total of the information we have received from 
officials and citizens. Perhaps it will be of benefit to in- 
habitants and officials both. 


With Some Citizens 


Most of the demands of the citizens in the area focus on water, 
which is considered very saline and is often cut off during the 
summer -- not to mention the fact that it does not reach every 
area of town, especially since this season every year it receives 
those of its people who are returning from residence abroad 

and want complete comfort in their home, after a long period of 
suffering in foreign countries. What is said about water has 
also been said about electric lighting, which has not yet be- 
come widespread in most residential areas, especially the north 
and northeast. 
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TUNISIA 


BRIEFS 


BOURGUIBA, BOUCETTA DISCUSS FES COMMITTEE--President Habib Bourguiba this 
morning received M'hamed Boucetta, Moroccan minister of state for foreign af- 
fairs. Beji Caid es-Sebsi and Mohamed Tazi, Morocco's ambassador to Tunisia 
were present. M'hamed Boucetta gave President Bourguiba a message from his 
brother His Majesty King Hassan II connected with the work of the seven- 
member committee which is to meet shortly under the chairmanship of the Moroc- 
can monarch. The committee was delegated by the Fes summit to set the imple- 
mentation of the summit decisions in motion regarding the Palestinian ques- 
tion and the Middle East, especially contacting the permanent members of the 
UN Security Council, particularly the United States. Following the meeting 
the Moroccan minister of state said that the purpose of his arrival in Tunis 
[word indistinct] and his call on President Habib Bourguiba, the man (?with 
foresight), [words indistinct] the seven-member committee before submitting 
it to U.S. officials and also to acquaint his excellency with the latest de- 
velopments in this matter and with the rest of the members of the committee. 
[Text] [LD11942 Tunis Domestic Service in Arabic 1200 GMT 11 Oct 82] 


MZALI ON AID TO PLO--[Exclusive interview with Tunisian Prime Minister Mohamed 
Mzali by Gudrun Herunter in Tunis, "On the Occasion of Chancellor Krisky Visit" 
--no date given]--On Tunisian aid to the PLO [Mzali said]: By admitting the 
PLO fighters to our country we have only done our duty. No danger whatever 
will result from this for our state. Once before, from 1954 to 1962, we 
accommodated 30,000 Algerian armed irregulars. The Palestinians respect 

our laws and the cooperation with the responsible PLO leaders. As far as con- 
crete support is concerned, we are fulfilling every wish of the Palestinians 
within the framework of our possibilities. We are also giving them arms--that 
is no secret--but our arms arsenal is very moderate. [Excerpt] [AU121236 
Vienna KURIER in German 10 Oct 82 p 3] 
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DEFENSE STUDIES CENTER--Mr Mohamed Mzali, prime minister, headed an interminis- 
terial council at the government palace which examined a set of questions rela- 
tive to military and national service and to the creation of a center for studies 
on national defense. At the outset of the meeting, the council studied a dossier 
presented by the minister of national defense concerning the revision of the 
national and military service system. The council decided on a set of guidelines 
and procedures aimed at realizing the generalization of military service as a 
sacred national duty, which will allow the national army to be better prepared 

to insure its mission of defense of the homeland, civic, moral and physical 
training of youth and general development of the country. The council then 
examined a project for the creation of a center for studies on national defense. 
This center will have as its purpose, notably, the elaboration of studies rela- 
tive to overall defense and the training of state officials so as to insure the 
best balance between the imperatives of defense and the needs of the country in 

a state of alert. For this purpose, the council proposed the drafting of a 

text which will be submitted to the head of state for approval. [Text] 

[Paris AFRIQUE DEFENSE in French No 54, Sep 82 p 6] 9825 


NEW NAVY RECRUITS--To meet the needs of the navy, the Ministry of National 
Defense is proposing the recruitment of candidates intended to undergo training 
in the following specialties: ship command, (navigation, maneuvers), missile 
specialist, (artillery and arms found on ships), marines, detection specialist, 
(radar detection and submarine detection), radio, (transmission of information 
by radiotelegraph and teletype), mechanic, (mechanics of diesel motors used in 
the navy), electrician, supply officer, (management of personnel, supplies, 
accounting, secretarial functions and typing). The Ministry of National Defense 
is proposing the recruitment of young people to be trained as army officers, 

in the following specialties: management, electronics, infantry, tanks, artil- 
lery, communications, engineering, supplies and transport. [Paris AFRIQUE 
DEFENSE in French No 54, Sep 82 p 6] 9825 
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